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The fuparks in flux — Contextualization of writing systems and written cultures

In his dissertation, Magnus Kallstrom offers an interesting comment which reads as follows:

Nyligen har Michael Schulte (2006) ifragasatt om skiljelinjen mellan den &ldre och yngre runraden
verkligen har varit sa skarp som det brukar havdas och han vill i stéllet se en kontinuerlig
utveckling. Om detta &r riktig far det givetvis konsekvenser for den indelingen som jag hér har valt
att folja. (Kéllstrom 2007: 50 note 17)

What has affected our insights into the development of the fuparks is the >Scandinavian runic
reform<«. Michael Barnes, for instance, envisages a planned process swiftly established
throughout the whole of Scandinavia around 700 AD: »As things stand, we have to reckon
with a radical runic reform swiftly established throughout the whole of Scandinavia« (Barnes
2003: 54).

Thus the present paper has a twofold aim. Firstly, | question the notion of a conscious
reform on several grounds. Secondly, I will introduce new systematic factors which support
the linguistic approach toward this transformation as an internally driven process based on
language change (particularly syncope). The general focus is on the contextualization of
writing systems in written culture as exemplified by literacy and particular societal structures
in Scandinavia on the brink of the Viking Age.
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