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Welcome to Historical museum
The museum is home to exhibitions
on Norwegian history ranging from the
Stone Age to the Viking Age and the
Middle Ages. Explore our rich collection
of Viking Age weapons and jewellery 
and medieval church art, encounter the 
Egyptian mummies, and gain an insight 
into the world’s cultural diversity in our 
ethnographic exhibitions.
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Guided tours
Guided tours for school 
classes are free of charge. 
More at www.khm.uio.no
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The Vikings and their ancestors looked 
upon animals with awe and admiration. 
This exhibition invites visitors on a magi-
cal journey back to Iron Age Scandinavia, 
a time when a different relationship with 
animals characterised people’s beliefs 
and notions and, not least, influenced the 
beautiful things they created, used and 
surrounded themselves with.

The first humans who came to our country 
were hunters, and hunting in its various 
forms has been important ever since. The 
exhibition focuses on the hunter from the 
first Stone Age to our own time. Do the 
hunters of the past have anything to teach 
us today, or were they as ruthless towards 
nature as we are now? 

The Well is the Historical Museum’s new
activity room for children and young people.
There you can examine objects from around
the world, make something cool in our
workshop, watch a movie or just take a
break. Every Sunday, our host in Kilden 
offersactivities related to our exhibitions.

Fabulous Animals The Hunter The Well 
Explore cultural history with us!Temporary exhibition  

10.06 – 30.09.22               Third floor First floor
Temporary exhibition – open until 2023
Second floor

This exhibition shows how indigenous 
people and minorities form their identity
when encountering the wider world. You 
will see artefacts such as masks, wood 
carvings, beaded embroideries and 
costumes. Experience the innovative 
designs of the Hopi potter called 
Nampeyo, beautiful Amazonian feather art 
and a religious Santeria altar from Cuba.

This exhibition contains some of the most 
exquisite artefacts that have been found 
from the Norwegian Viking Age. Visitors 
get to see beautiful gold jewellery, 
magnificent swords and the largest 
hoard of gold found in Norway. Become 
acquainted with the Viking’s war culture 
and their journeys, and how society 
changed during the Viking Age.

The exhibition contains selected artefacts 
from the Museum’s Collection of Classical 
Antiquities and Egyptian Collection. Each 
one tells a story related to emotions of the 
time. Collectively, however, they reveal the 
similar emotions that have been expres-
sed at different times and in different 
places: love and joy, grief and loss, hope, 
fear and awe.

America VIKINGR Emotions in Antiquity  
and Ancient EgyptPermanent exhibition

Second floor Permanent exhibition   Second floor
Permanent exhibition
First floor

The exhibition displays artefacts made 
of natural materials such as fur, seal 
intestines, fish skins and bark, as well as 
clothing made of newer materials from 
indigenous groups throughout the 
Arctic. You can also explore Roald 
Amundsen’s collection from the 
Expedition to the Northwest Passage 
1903-05.

Norway’s largest coin collection contains 
gold coins spanning 2600 years. Among 
other things, you can take a closer look 
at the world’s first coin, see the Golden 
Treasure that was evacuated when Nazi 
troops from Germany occupied Norway 
on the 9th of April 1940, as well as 
Fritdjof Nansen’s and Roald Amundsen’s 
extensive collection of orders and 
gold medals.

Norway’s oldest and largest collection 
of Egyptian artefacts is on display in the 
Museum. The exhibition tells the story 
of the origins of the museum’s Egypt 
collection, and the cultural and historical 
‘Egyptomania’ from the late 18th century, 
through the 19th century, and into the 
20th century.

The Arctic and Subarctic Good as Gold Egypt in Europe
Permanent exhibition
First floor

Permanent exhibition
First floor

Permanent exhibition
First floor

The exhibition shows how nature intrudes 
upon culture and causes both collapse
and new development. Get to know the 
challenges that faced the first Stone Age 
people living around the Oslo Fjord, and 
how the people of Polynesia have learned 
to live with nature’s unpredictable and 
violent forces. 

Exceptional art from Norwegian stave 
churches. Among other things, our  
exhibition shows how wooden figures 
became sacred objects. You can also  
see the ceiling from Ål Stave Church,  
the largest room decoration preserved 
from the Norwegian Middle Ages.

The history of humans and animals is 
about cooperation and dominance. The 
exhibition showcases a rich selection of 
artefacts from the museum’s collections 
that will arouse reflection and wonder. 
Is it certain that human development 
is about our ability to control our  
surroundings? Do other narratives exist 
about the relationship between humans 
and their surroundings?

Collapse Transformation Control
Permanent exhibition
Ground floor

Permanent exhibition
Ground floor

Permanent exhibition
Ground floor

Some exhibitions may be closed during certain periods due to maintenance work. See our webpages for up-to-date information.


