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PREFACE 

The material described in this monograph was collected by Capt. Roald 

Amundsen during the time he led the Gj¢a Expedition on its successful voy

age through the Northwest Passage. The collection was obtained between 

October, 1903 and August, 1905, while the expedition was harboured in Gj¢a 

Haven, on the southern coast of King William Island, 

The immense size of the collection is truly remarkable, especially in 

view of the fact that exploration was Amundsen's main concern and ethno

graphic collecting was merely one of many secondary pursuits. An inventory 

based on the same artifact classes that are used in the present work reveals 

a total of almost 1, 200 specimens. It is undoubtedly the world's largest 

single collection of Netsilik Eskimo material. 

The major portion of this vast collection is housed in the University 

Ethnographical Museum in Oslo. In addition to the 900 specimens in Oslo, 

there are two smaller collections in the Ethnographical Museum in Bergen 

and the National Museum of Denmark, The latter consist of 137 and 120 

specimens respectively. 

Research on the collection was carried out during the period January 30 

-April 30, 1972. I am grateful to all three museums for permission to study 

the material and for their kind co- operation. In addition, I am grateful to 

the Canada Council for giving financial support to this phase of the research 

and to the Royal Ontario Museum for allowing me time to carry out the en

tire project. 

My wife and I both want to thank the many people in Norway and Denmark 

whose invaluable assistance and warm hospitality we shall never forget. 

Prof. Gutorm Gjessing and Dr. Arne Martin Klaus en of the University Ethno

graphical Museum in Oslo encouraged the project from the very beginning 

and assisted in every possible way. Other members of the Oslo museum 

who cheerfully helped us with a variety of tasks too numerous to mention 

are Kirsten Aarmo, Arne Bakken, Solveig Erstad, Jens Holmsen, Marie 

Johannessen, Liv Karlsen, Eli Langmyhr and Elisabeth Sletten. In Bergen 
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we were assisted by Henning Siverts and in Copenhagen by Esther Dam and 

Rolf Gilberg. 

While writing the present report I have received help from a number of 

individuals. For many valuable comments and suggestions I wish to thank 

Drs. Eugene Arima, Helge Larsen, Robert McGhee, J¢rgen Meldgaard, and 

James Van Stone. The final manuscript was typed by Miss Mary LoRe, 

I owe very special thanks to my wife, Helga, who shared every aspect 

of the research and gave constant help and advice during the writing of this 

report, In addition, she examined all the available documentation on the col

lection and supplied me with translations of any relevant data, not only from 

the Norwegian and Danish museum catalogues but also from Amundsen's 

diary. 

All of the photographs were made by Elisabeth Sletten of the University 

Ethnographical Museum, Oslo. Most of the pen-and-ink illustrations were 

made by the late Augusta Rutten, who was also on the staff of the Oslo Mu

seum, Seven of the illustrations in the "Transportation" chapter (Figs, 20-

26) and the map were drawn by Murray Hadaway of the Royal Ontario Museum. 

Royal Ontario Museum, 
Toronto, Canada, 
November, 1972, 

J.G.T. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The primary purpose of this monograph is to provide a description of the 

Netsilik Eskimo material culture represented in the Roald Amundsen collec

tion. Although some of the specimens obtained by Amundsen have been re

ferred to in works by Birket-Smith (1945) and Gudmund Hatt (1969), these 

represent only a very small percentage of the total collection. 1 In view of 

the outstanding nature of the Amundsen material, both with respect to quality 

and quantity, a comprehensive description of the entire collection would ap

pear to be a worthwhile endeavour. 

An additional aim is to use the Amundsen collection as a basis for com

paring the material culture of the Netsilik with that of their neighbours to the 

west and east, the Copper Eskimo and the Iglulik, This comparison is car

ried out with a view to determining which of the Central Eskimo groups in 

the Arctic archipelago shows strongest cultural affinities with the Netsilik. 

The "mutual position" of various Central Eskimo groups was previously 

discussed by Birket-Smith (1945) in his description of ethnographical collec

tions from the Northwest Passage. After a comparison of Netsilik and Copper 

Eskimo culture elements, Birket-Smith (ibid,, 271) concluded that "it is 

evident that within the Central Eskimos the Copper tribes are farther re

moved from the Netsilik Eskimos than the latter are from the Caribou and 

the Iglulik groups". On the basis of this conclusion he goes on to suggest "a 

rather lengthy isolation as far as the Copper Eskimos are concerned", 

In arriving at this conclusion Birket-Smith 's main source of data on the 

Netsilik appears to have been the outstanding collection obtained by the Fifth 

Thule Expedition (1921-24), of which he himself was a member. As will be 

seen in the following pages there are a number of very significant differences 

between the Netsilik material in the Fifth Thule collection and that in the 

1, Birket-Smith mainly discusses the specimens in the National Museum 
of Denmark, although he makes a few brief references to the Oslo col
lection, Hatt describes a few items of clothing obtained by Amundsen, 
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Amundsen collection. 
1 

The extent to which such differences support or chal

lenge Birket-Smith's theory are examined in the conclusion. 

The Eskimos who visited Gjqla Haven most often and who supplied almost 

all the material in the Amundsen collection belonged to the Netsilil<:: subgroups 

known as the Netsilingmiut and the Ugjulingmiut. Less frequent visits were 

made by the utkuhigjalingmiut and the Itchjuartorvingmiut. 2 

In Amundsen's time the Netsilingmiut population seems to have been con

centrated in the Rae Strait area, Although one of their main summer camps 

was at Lake Netsilik on the Boothia Peninsula (Amundsen, 1908, I, 292) it 

was very frequently noted that they had hunting and fishing camps on the 

Adelaide Peninsula and on King William Island. In winter they hunted seals 

on the ice between Matty Island and Point Ogle (ibid,, II, 45). 

The Ugjulingmiut territory was located on both sides of Simpson Strait. 

Although their "principal" location was said to be the western part of the 

Adelaide Peninsula (ibid,, I, 292), they also spent considerable time on King 

William Island. Their main winter sealing territory extended westward 

through Simpson Strait and included the eastern end of Queen Maud Gulf (ibid., 

II, 45). 

The Itchjuartorvingmiut belonged mainly to the Lord Mayor Bay region 

on the east coast of the Boothia Peninsula (ibid,, I, 292) but they also hunted 

seals on the west side of the peninsula, to the north of Matty Island (ibid. , II, 

45). The utkuhigjalingmiut inhabited the territory around the outlet of the 

Back River (ibid., I, 292). 

In attempting to describe the distribution of Netsilik subgroups Amundsen 

(ibid,, II, 45) observed that the boundaries could not be "very strictly drawn". 

One of the main reasons for this situation lay in the fact that people of differ

ent subgroups often met while hunting and frequently camped together. In 

Amundsen's diaries there are numerous references to such camps, particu

larly to those which included both Netsilingmiut and Ugjulingmiut. 

Although the Netsilik Eskimo were contacted by a few exploratory parties 

1, For examples based on very large samples see Men's Coats and Arrows, 
below. 

2, These groups were referred to by Amundsen as the Nechilli, Ogluli, 
utkohikchyallik and Ichyuachtorvik Eskimo. However, in the present 
monograph the forms used to designate group names will be the more 
familiar ones introduced by Knud Rasmussen (1931). 
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during the nineteenth century, these contacts seem to have had relatively 

little impact on their material culture. The first expedition to enter the area 

was that of Sir John Ross, who spent the period from August, 1829 to April, 

183 2 in Lord Mayor Bay, on the east side of the Boothia Peninsula. Ross 

was· forced to abandon his ship, the Victory, on April 22, 1832, providing 

the Netsilik with a source of iron and wood for several years (Ross, 1835, 

633; Rasmussen, 1931, 27), 

The Netsilik obtained another supply of iron and wood when the Franklin 

Expedition abandoned the Erebus and Terror in the region west of King 

William Island. The first real knowledge of Franklin's fate was obtained by 

Capt. L. M'Clintock, who wintered in Bellot Strait in 1858-9 and in the spring 

travelled by sled to King William Island (M'Clintock, 1859, 249), He was in

formed that one of the Franklin ships had been crushed in the ice west of 

King William Island and that the Eskimos had been unable to salvage anything 

from it (ibid., 234). However, the second ship was forced ashore and pro

vided the local inhabitants with a good supply of wood and other materials 

(ibid,, 251, 262), The wreck was said to be located at a place called 

"Ootloolik" . 

Further information regarding the location of the second Franklin ship 

was obtained by C. F. Hall, who travelled by sled from Repulse Bay to King 

William Island in 1869. Hall referred to the place of the wreck as "Ook- joo

lik", also known as O'Reilly Island (Nourse, 1879, 400), 

The last expedition to visit King William Island prior to Amundsen was 

that of Schwatka, Gilder and Klutschak in 1879, These three, also searching 

for Franklin records, travelled by sled from the mouth of Connery River in 

Hudson Bay. They encountered people from three Netsilik subgroups; the 

Netsilingmiut (Klutschak, 1881, 76, 118, 146), the Ugjulingmiut (ibid., 144) 

and the Utkuhigjalingmiut (ibid., 67, 164), 

By the time of Amundsen's visit there were few visible signs of contact 

with the earlier expeditions (Amundsen, 1908, I, 293), The Ugjulingmiuthad 

"exceedingly little iron" (ibid,), and what they did have was received from 

the Netsilingmiut (Amundsen, n,d., 8, 2. 05), The latter obtained "a few iron 

bars and knives" through trade contacts at Repulse Bay and in the south (1908, 

I, 294). Direct trade contacts were not established within Netsilik territory 

until the Hudson's Bay Company opened a post at Gj¢a Haven in 1923 

(Rasmussen, 1931, 80), 
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Before commencing the main task of describing the Amundsen collection, 

it seems appropriate to make a brief statement about the way of life of the 

Netsilik at the time the material was obtained, The following is a recon

struction of the annual cycle of the Netsilik subgroups who lived in the King 

William Island region during the visit of the Gj¢a Expedition. It is based en

tirely on observations recorded by Amundsen in his published report and in 

his diary, 

One of the most important events in the Netsilik subsistence cycle was 

the arrival of the caribou herds from the south, a migration which usually 

took place in June, At this time of year the ice was breaking up and the car

ibou were hunted at locations where they were forced to cross bodies of water, 

The Netsilingmiut usually gathered at Netsilik Lake, where they intercepted 

the herds that migrated into the north of the Boothia Peninsula (1908, I, 326). 

The Ugjulingmiut often camped on the south shore of King William Island and 

hunted the herds which crossed from the Adelaide Peninsula by way of Eta 

(n.d,, 27.1.05), 

After the caribou had completed their northward migration the people 

usually dispersed into smaller groups and followed them into the interior 

(1908, I, 327). During the summer months camps were situated near lakes, 

where the caribou could be chased into the water and lanced from kayaks 

(ibid, )1 . This type of hunting continued until the caribou migrated south in 

early October. 

Fish were also a very important food source at this time of year. At 

the coast cod were caught by jigging through the ice (1908, 1, 317). In the 

interior lake trout were taken with lure and leister at the cracks which ap

peared in the ice during break-up (ibid.). Later in the season they were 

hunted from kayaks with the fish harpoon (n. d., 31, 7. 04), Char were speared 

with the leister during their migration out to the sea in late June (n. d,, 26, 6. 

05) as well as during their return to the lakes in August (n, d., 20. 8, 04). 

The main summer camps of the Netsilingmiut were on Boothia Peninsula, 

with many people remaining throughout the entire summer at Netsilik Lake 

(1908, I, 319), Another Netsilingmiut summer site referred to by Amundsen 

was at a river in Peel Inlet, where seven families were catching char on 

August 20, 1904, Although the Ugjulingmiut usually summered at lakes on 

1. One Netsilingmiut (Umiktuallu) killed 35 caribou from his kayak in the 
summer of 1904 (n, d,, 2.10. 04), 
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King William Island, they spent the summer of 1904 on the Adelaide Penin

sula, The reason for this unusual situation was attributed to the fact that the 

caribou did not cross Simpson Strait on their northward migration because of 

abnormally severe weather conditions (n, d,, 27. 1. 05). 

The sea started to freeze around the beginning of October 1 At this time 

of year a few people built houses from blocks of ice (n. d,, 22, 9. 04), although 

the majority continued to live in tents until there was suitable snow for build

ing snow houses. This usually occurred around the middle of October (n. d. , 

15,10, 04), 

With the departure of the caribou herds at this time fish became the main

stay of the economy. Some people caught char through the thin ice of the 

rivers by means of a lure and leister (1908, I, 238). Char continued to be 

taken as late as the middle of November (n. d,, 18,11. 04), At the coast cod 

were jigged through the ice until mid-December (n. d,, 12.12, 04). The women 

were occupied making new winter clothes, which were usually completed by 

the end of October (1908, II, 15). 

In the autumn of 1904 there were three separate camps of people fishing 

for char in some lakes about "one day" inland from Gj¢a Haven (n. d,, 29,10, 

04). The camps were spaced about "a day's journey" apart andeachconsisted 

of four snow houses (n. d. , 31, 10. 04). The people in the camps were both 

Netsilingmiut and Ugjulingmiut. 

At the same time there was a camp at "Navyato", a few miles south

west of Richardson Point on the Adelaide Peninsula (1908, I, 252). 2 The 

people at this site were catching large quantities of arctic cod by jigging 

through the ice and were storing most of their catch for the coming winter 

(ibid.' 255- 6). 

When Amundsen visited "Navyato" on October 24 there were already ten 

snow houses (ibid,, 252), As with the camps north of Gj¢a Haven, the popu

lation included both Netsilingmiut (n,d., 20.10,04, 11.11.04, 18,11.04, 

21.11,04) and Ugjulingmiut (n,d., 19.10,04). 

Another autumn fishing camp was located at a lake which Amundsen 

1. In 1903 the sea ice was hard enough to walk on by October 3 (1908, I, 
101). The following year it was frozen over on September 21 (n. d,, 
21. 9. 04). 

2, This seems to be the lake which Rasmussen (1931, 101) calls Naujatoq, 
meaning "the place with the many gulls". 
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(1908, I, 123) referred to as "Kaa-aak-ka" 1 . The inhabitants of this camp 

belonged to the Ugjulingmiut and were the first Eskimos to visit the ship at 

Gj¢a Haven (n.d., 29.10. 03). When Amundsen returned the visit in Novem

ber he discovered that there were six snow houses (n. d., 10. 11. 03). The 

camp.was deserted by early January (n.d., 4.1.04). 

During December and January most people remained at home and lived 

on their stored fish and caribou from the previous summer (n. d., 21.12. 04, 

8. 1. 05). Men repaired their hunting weapons and women were busy sewing 

caribou skins (n.d., 22.12.04). The latter activity had to cease as soon as 

the first seals were caught (n. d., 10.1. 05 ). Large snow houses were erected 

forgamesanddancing(n.d., 21.12.04, 7.1.05). 

Seals were not hunted until mid- January, and at that time of year breathing

hole sealing was a very unproductive activity (1908, II, 23). In 1905 a few 

seals were taken on January 10, but for the remainder of the month it was 

quite common for all 25 seal hunters at Gj¢a Haven to return with just one 

sealbetweenthem(n.d., 19.1.05, 25.1.05, 28.1.05, 31.1,05)orwithnoth

ing (n. d. , 17. 1. 05, 22. 1. 05, 29. 1. 05). Since supplies had run short by the 

middle of January (n. d., 17 .1. 05) this was a time of severe hardship and 

famine. 

In January, 1905, the camp at Gj¢a Haven consisted of 18 families, rep

resenting a total of about 60 people (n. d. , 17. 1. 05). Of these 18 families, 8 

were Netsilingmiut who had moved from "Navyato" in two separate groups -

one group of four families in December (n. d., 11.12. 04) and another group 

of four families in early January (n.d., 4.1. 05). The remaining 10 families 

were Ugjulingmiut, who moved from Koka Lake about one week later (n. d., 

10. 1. 05). Both groups went sealing together
2 

and also had common dance 

feasts (n.d., 20.1.05). 

The best season for breathing-hole sealing did not begin until the snow 

became deep on the ice, which was usually in February (1908, II, 27). At 

this time the people left their camps on the shore and moved out on the sea 

ice. In 1905 all but one family moved out to the ice on February 4, and the 

last family followed them five days later (n. d. , 9. 2. 05). 

1. 

2. 

This is the lake referred to on modern topographic maps as Koka Lake. 
Rasmussen (1931, 100) referred to it as "qorqa" and described it as "a 
frequented autumn centre of the salmon (char) fishery". 

There were 24 seal hunters on one occasion (n.d., 17.1.05) and 25 on 
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The only seal species present in Netsilingmiut territory was the small 

ringed seal (1908, II, 42), However, in the deeper waters north of Matty 

Island and west of Simpson Strait the large bearded seal also occurred. In 

the latter region the Ugjulingmiut hunted bearded seals with the same tech

nique and equipment that was used for ringed seals (ibid.). 

On March 18, 1904, Amundsen visited a Netsilingmiut camp which was 

located on the ice to the east of Matheson Point (n. d. , 18, 3. 04). 
1 

The camp 

had a population of 150 and there were 16 snow houses (n,d., 8,4.05). On 

March 23 the people abandoned the camp and moved south. By late May they 

had moved still further south and were camped on the ice east of the Hovgaard 

Islands (n.d., 31,5.04), 

In the latter part of March Amundsen encountered another camp further 

to the north. It consisted of six snow houses and was located on the ice to 

the east of Cape Hardy, Matty Island (1908, I, 173), The people at this camp 

belonged to the Itchjuartorvingmiut (ibid,, 183-4, 287). 

During the following winter there was a much larger winter camp situated 

on the ice just 16 kilometres ESE of Gj¢a Haven (n,d,, 8,4,05). The total 

population of this camp was 250 persons and there were about 30 snow houses 

(n.d,, 8,4,05), It included "a great part of Netsilingmiut and Ugjulingmiut" 

(ibid.) as well as some Itchjuartorvingmiut (n. d, , 5. 3. 05). The camp had 

apparently started to disperse into small groups by the first week in April 

(n.d,, 8.4. 05). 

In April and May new hunting techniques became feasible. Toward the 

end of March the seals had their young and it was possible to catch the new

born pups in their snow lairs above the breathing-holes (1908, II, 43), Two 

months later, when the snow melted from the ice, basking seals were hunted 

by the crawling method (ibid,, 44). Although a few stray caribou appeared 

in May, it was not until after the break-up of the ice that they were hunted 

with much success ( 1908, I, 3 26). 

In early June the sun became so strong that snow houses began to cave 

in. The winter camps on the sea ice were deserted and people moved into 

tents at shore locations (n,d., 4,6,04). Kayaks and weapons were prepared 

for hunting the herds of caribou which would once again be returning from 

the south. 

1. In his diary Amundsen referred to the location of this camp as "Abva", 
which he equates with Mount ~at~eson _(J.908, I, 180), Matheson Penin-
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The above reconstruction of the Netsilik annual cycle is almost identical 

with Jenness' (1922, 110-145) description of the annual cycle of the Copper 

Eskimo. It differs, however, from the annual cycle of the Iglulik (Boas, 

1888, 444-450; Mathiassen, 1928, 23-36; Damas, 1963, 19-23), which 

shows a much greater emphasis on sea mammal hunting. Although a com

parison of subsistence cycles can lead to interesting conclusions about eco

logical variation within the Central Eskimo region (See Damas, 1969, 46), 

the comparison carried out in the following chapters is based strictly on 

material culture. 



CLOTHING 

Men's Coats 

The collection contains a total of 46 coats of the type worn by men and older 

boys. At least five of the coats (15760, 15762, 15778, 15783 and El905) are 

small enough to be considered boys' coats, but these are sufficiently similar 

to the men's coats to be discussed together with them. 

There are 38 coats of caribou fur and eight of seal fur. Among the coats 

of caribou fur are 31 outer coats, with the hair side out, and seven inner 

coats, with the hair side in. All the coats of seal fur have the hair side out. 

In the following discussion the coats of caribou fur are dealt with first, be

ginning with outer coats. 

Thirteen of the outer coats are made of thick caribou fur. All but one 

have long (31- 51 em.) back flaps with vertical sides and slightly rounded bot

toms. The exception (15785) has a very short (17 em.) rounded flap which 

lacks the vertical sides. 

In addition to the back flaps two of the coats have short flaps in the front. 

One of these (E1912) is 15 em. long and the other (15776) is 16 em. The re

mainder of the 13 coats are cut straight across the front. 

Plate 1. Man's outer coat of thick caribou fur (15767). 
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Ten of the thick fur coats have a back skin which forms one continuous 

piece with the back of the hood (see 15767, Plate 1), In each of these coats 

the top of the front skin has two branches which pass over the shoulders. 

These branches join the baci( skin in a seam which slopes downward from the 

neck to the armpit region. 

In the remaining three coats the back of the hood is made of a separate 

piece which has· a long thin gusset at the bottom, This gusset, which has 

been referred to in the literature as a "hood root" (Hatt, 1969, 38) or "hood 

yoke" (Birket-Smith, 1945, 22), extends down into the back of the body and 

divides the top of the back skin into two separate branches, 1 In these coats 

the branches which extend back over the shoulders from the front skin are 

very long, reaching almost to the bottom of the back. 

In two of the coats which have "hood roots" (15766 and 15784) there are, 

in addition to the branches which surround the root, two horizontal branches 

and a branch in the centre of the tail. This is the type of back which is re

ferred to as "five-branched" (Hatt, 1969, 40; Birket-Smith, 1945, 23), The 

five-branched effect does not occur in the other coat (15785) because of the 

unusually short, wide back flap, 

On all thick fur coats the side pieces of the hood are fastened to the front 

of the coat with a simple horizontal seam, Three of these coats have hoods 

in which both sides are formed of one long piece, while the others have sep

arate side pieces which are joined at the top with a sagittal seam. All but 

two of the coats (15785 and E1909) have a triangular piece sewn into the top 

of the hood behind the side pieces. 

All of the thick fur coats have a border of white fur around the hood 

opening and most have a similar border around the back flap. In addition, 

all have a fringe around the bottom of the body, front and back. The fringe 

is made of white furry skin on all but one coat (E1909), which has a fringe of 

hairless skin, On the coat with the small rounded back flap (15785) the fringe 

is not continuous but consists of widely separated tassels. 

The most highly decorated of the thick fur coats (15766) has a shortfurry 

fringe attached to the bottom of the hood root. In addition, it has two white 

fur chest ornaments of the type which Hatt (1969, 38) considers as possible 

ornamental rudiments of the double hood roots of more western Eskimo groups. 

On one coat (15785) the caribou ears have been left on the back of the hood. 

1, This type of cut can be seen on thP. thin f11r f'n<>t 11 <;7RQ\ .::hnwn in m~to? 



TABLE 1. MEN'S OUTER COATS OF THICK CARIBOU FUR 

Cat. No. Back Hood Triangular Sagittal Front Back Total Total Arm 
Root Top Piece Seam Flap1 Flap Front Back Length 

15766 + + + - 51 66 124 50 
15767 - + - - 43 58 126 47 
15772 - + + - 38 54 116 40 
15773 - + + - 47 68 132 45 
15774 - + + - 41 62 127 41 
15776 - + - 16 47 67 122 48 
15777 - + + - 46 54 124 40 
15784 + + + - 50 60 123 37 
15785 + - - - 17 66 127 38 
15786 - + + - 50 54 123 52 
E1909 - - + - 45 62 130 52 
E1912 - + + 15 31 72 108 44 
P26 - + + - 33 60 125 40 

1. The measurements in this and all following tables are in centimetres. 

Waist 
(half) 

66 
67 
60 
63 
61 
63 
64 
64 
75 
61 
60 
65 
64 

Toggle, 
Length 

4.2 
3.5 
4.0 
2.5 
-
-
-
-
3.1 
-
-
2.5 
-

""' (]1 
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Six of the coats have toggles sewn on the back. Two of these are of 

musk-ox horn (15766 and E1912), three are of wood (15772-3 and 15785) and 

one is of caribou sinew (15767). 

Most of the coats of thin caribou fur have back flaps of the same shape 

and size as those on the coats of thick fur. The only exceptions are two very 

small boys' coats (15760 and 15762), which have wide back flaps that are only 

11 em. and 12 em. long. The remaining coats, including two larger boys' 

coats (15778 and 15783 1), have narrow back flaps which vary in length from 

36-50 em. All of the thin fur coats are cut straight across the front except 

15763, which has a short (17 em.) wide front flap. 

Unlike the thicl~: fur coats, those of thin fur seldom have a back skin 

which forms a continuous piece with the back of the hood. The only thin fur 

coats with continuous backs are the small boys' coats (15760 and 15762) and 

one man's coat ( 15763). In the remaining ten coats the back of the hood is of 

a separate piece and has a long hood root of the type that is only rarely found 

in the coats of thick fur. 

Plate 2. Man's outer coat of thin caribou fur (15769) 

1. For a pattern of 15783 see Hatt, 1969, Plate IV: 4. 
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Although there is a marked difference between thick and thin fur coats 

in the usual method of joining the back of the hood to the body, the hoods are 

otherwise very similar in construction. As in the thick coats, all the hoods 

are joined to the front of the coat with a horizontal seam. The side pieces 

of the hood meet at the top in a sagittal seam and all but one hood have a tri

angular top piece. Again, the exception (15762) is a small boy's coat. 

One of the most obvious differences between the thick and thin fur coats 

is in the greater degree of decoration on the latter. In addition to the border 

of white fur around the hood opening, many of the coats of thin fur have an 

insert of white fur between the back of the hood and the side piece, 

All of the thin fur coats have a white border around the bottom, both on 

the front and on the back. Unlike the simple white borders of the thick fur 

coats, the borders of the thin coats are made up of two or three strips of 

white fur with very thin strips of dark fur sewn between them. In addition to 

the border, all coats have a fringe of short fur or dehaired skin. 

Several of the thin fur coats (15768-71, 15781-2, 15788, E1910, and 

P27} have an additional fringe of short-haired or hairless skin sewn to the 

bottom of the hood root. In all but two cases (15768 and 15781} this root 

fringe is attached to the bottom of a small rectangle of white fur. On each 

side of the root fringe there is usually a tassel consisting of two single 

fringes. This tassel is suspended from the corner between the top and side 

branches of the back skin. 

Three of the coats are adorned on the front with triangular chest orna

ments of white fur. These are decorated near the side margins with thin in

serts of dark fur, The triangular ornaments on 15783 and 15788 have only 

one such insert on each side, while those on P29 have two. These are sep

arated by an equally thin insert of white fur (see Birket-Smith, 1945, 27, 

Fig. 4). 

On coat 15783 there are five thin horizontal bands between the side 

branches of the back skin and the top branches of the front skin. These bands 

consist of fur inserts, three of which are light and three dark. Coat 15769 

is very highly decorated with several dark inserts of hairless skin (see 

Plate 2). 

Seven of the coats have toggles attached to the back. Three toggles 

(15781, 15788 and P27) are of caribou sinew, two (15769 and 15771} are of 

"ntl<>r rm<> 11o;77q) ;., nf mn.:k-nx horn and one (P29) is of wood. One of the 



TABLE 2. MEN'S OUTER COATS OF THIN CARIBOU FUR 

Cat. No. Back Hood Triangular Sagittal Front Back Total 
Root Top Piece Seam Flap Flap Front 

15760 - + + - 11 60 
15762 - - + - 12 39 
15763 - + + 17 40 65 
15768 + + + - 40 56 
15769 + + + - 50 61 
15770 + + + - 45 56 
15771 + + + - 40 57 
15778 + + + - 47 48 
15779 + + + - 48 57 
15781 + + + - 43 57 
15782 + + + - 40 61 
15783 + + + - 49 45 
15788 + + + - 44 62 
E1910 + + + - 36 54 
E1925 + + + - 47 60 
P27 + + - - 38 56 
P28 + + + - 36 58 
P29 + + + - 40 58 

Total I Arm 
Back Length 

87 34 
65 25 

109 44 
116 37 
130 41 
121 41 
117 47 
110 36 
127 37 
124 46 
123 47 
109 37 
123 ' 42 
109 I 40 
125 i 40 
118 I 36 
115 ! 42 
120 41 

i 

Waist 
(half) 

51 
41 
60 
55 
60 
56 
56 
45 
59 
60 
60 
46 
61 
54 
54 
55 
55 
56 

Toggle 
Length 

-
-
-
-
2.5 
-
3.0 
-
2.8 
3.0 
-
-
3.0 
-
-
3.5 
-
3.5 

tv 
O:J 
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boys' coats (15783) has a string of coloured beads attached near the spot 

where the men's coats have a toggle. 

The inner coats are of thick caribou fur, with two exceptions (15764 and 

E1907). All have back flaps, but only one (16217, Plate 3) has a front flap. 

On this coat, as well as on 15780 and 15787, the back skin forms one contin

uous piece with the back of the hood, On the other four coats the back of the 

hood has a long thin hood root. With both of the above types, the cut of the 

front and back skin is exactly the same as on the corresponding type of outer 

coat. 

The hoods are all joined to the front skin with a horizontal seam and the 

side pieces are joined on the top of the hood with a sagittal seam, Every 

hood has a triangular top piece. 

The inner coats all have a thin border of white fur around the hood open

ing and along the bottom edge of the body. In addition, four of the coats 

(15787, 16217, E1907-8) have a very thin strip of dark skin sewn on the in

side margin of the white fur border. On coat 15 870 there are two of these 

dark strips. All the coats have a fringe of dehaired skin around the bottom 

edge. 

Plate 3. Shaman's inner coat (16217) 
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Two of the coats (15764 and E1908) have a short skin fringe at the bottom 

of the hood root and a two-fringe tassel in the corners where the side branches 

of the back skin meet the ascending branches. These fringes and tassels are 

attached to the bottom of a small rectangle of light fur to which have been 

sewn a few horizontal strips of thin dark skin. Coat 15775 has one of these 

striped ornaments at the bottom of the hood root, although in this case the 

ornament has no fringe. 

The only coat which has a front flap (16217) is very highly decorated and 

is described in the catalogue as a 11 shaman's coat 11 • On the front of this coat 

there are five complete weasel skins and a short string of beads fastened with 

a safety pin. On the back there is a sixth weasel skin and an amulet band 

made of caribou skin. From the latter hang some small antler models of 

knives, a tin button, an iron needle and some glass beads. The fringes on 

the back flap of this coat are clustered in separate groups (see Plate 3). 

TABLE 3. MEN'S INNER COATS 

Cat. No. Back Hood Front Back Total Total Arm Waist 
Root Flap Flap Front Back Length (half) 

15764 + - 41 57 112 43 57 
15775 + - 54 63 135 42 58 
15780 - - 44 66 103 46 63 
15787 - - 49 59 117 38 50 
16217 - 19 39 63 107 38 62 
E1907 + - 40 63 115 42 62 
E1908 + - 52 60 128 46 58 

The seal fur coats differ in style from those of caribou fur mainly in be

ing cut straight around the bottom, having neither side slits nor flaps. The 

nearest approach to a flap is found on the smallest boy's coat (E1905), which 

is a few centimetres lower in the centre of the back than it is at the sides. 

On every sealskin coat the back skin forms one continuous piece with the 

back of the hood. As with the caribou skin coats of this pattern, the top 

branches of the front skin are joined to the back skin with a seam which runs 

from the back of the neck to the armpit. 
1 

All of the hoods have a triangular 

1. For a pattern of coat 15755 see Hatt, 1969, Table IV, 3. 
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top piece and a sagittal seam, and all are joined to the front of the coat with 

a horizontal seam. 

Although the coats of seal fur have very little decoration all of the hood 

openings are bordered with light fur. In addition, all the seal fur coats have 

a light border around the bottom of the body. In several cases (15754- 6, 

E1905 and P31) there is a narrow insert of dark fur sewn above the light bor

der. None of these coats are fringed. 

TABLE 4. MEN'S SEALSKIN COATS 

Cat. No. Total Total Arm Waist 
Front Back Length (half) 

15753 55 82 50 60 
15754 64 94 45 64 
15755 69 90 45 61 
15756 53 79 43 58 
15757 69 93 40 69 
E1905 47 74 30 58 
E1906 56 77 36 60 
P31 48 72 34 56 

The men's coats in the Amundsen collection differ in many respects from 

the description of Netsilik men's coats given by Birket-Smith. According to 

the latter author (1945, 264) the long flap on the back of men's caribou skin 

coats is restricted mainly to the Copper Eskimo.' Although he notes that 

back flaps do occur among the Netsilik, Caribou and Iglulik groups, he sug

gests that they are not at all common. He states that "as a rule" the men's 

coats among the latter three groups "are merely slit up the sides, with front 

and back skirts of almost equal length" (ibid. , 265). 

This generalization certainly does not apply to the coats in the Amundsen 

collection. In the total sample of 38 outer and inner coats of caribou skin, 

only four coats have a slit up the sides. The remainder of the coats, repre

senting 89. 5% of the sample, have a long back flap and are cut straight across 

the front. In this respect the coats in the Amundsen collection show much 

greater similarity to those of the Copper Eskimo than to those of the Iglulik. 

Another important aspect of the cut is the manner in which the hood is 

fastened to the back. According to Birket-Smith (1929, II, 83), the type of 

coat in which the back skin and the hood is of one continuous piece is "com-
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mon" in Alaska, the Mackenzie region and Greenland, but is "much more 

rare among the Central tribes," 

It should be pointed out that coats with continuous backs are not at all 

uncommon in the Amundsen collection, In fact, there are 24 coats with con

tinuous backs as compared with only 22 coats with hood roots, In addition to 

occurring on all the sealskin coats, the continuous back is found on 18 of the 

23 (78%) coats of thick caribou fur. It is only on the coats of thin fur that 

the continuous back is uncommon, occurring in only three out of 20 coats, 

Another feature which shows some variation among the Central Eskimo 

groups is the triangular piece in the top of the hood. This feature has been 

shown by Hatt (1969, 40) to have a western distribution, and is not normally 

found in groups east of the Netsilik area, Birket-Smith (1929, II, 84) states 

that among the Copper and Netsilik Eskimo "the top piece is found sometimes, 

but not always" , 

In view of the fact that 43 of the 46 coats in the Amundsen collection have 

the top piece, the term "sometimes" would appear to be a gross understate

ment of the N etsilik situation. In this, as in the other essential features of 

construction, the coats of the Netsilik men show more affinities with those 

of their neighbours on the west than with those on the east, 

Women's Coats 

The collection contains six women's coats, These are all of caribou fur 

which seems to be intermediate in thickness between the two types of fur on 

the men's coats, All have an enormous hood with a small face opening, a 

long back flap, and a relatively short front flap, Two of the coats ( 15 791 

and 15792) have a baby pouch in the middle of the back. 

On all coats the back of the hood and the back of the coat are of separate 

pieces, The two pieces are joined with a simple horizontal seam in all cases 

but one, The exception (15791) has two long gussets which extend from the 

base of the hood into the back of the body, These gussets may be compared 

with the hood root on the men's coats, but their primary function seems to 

be to create the necessary bulge for the baby pouch (Birket-Smith, 1929, II, 

83), Although coat 15792 has similar gussets, these are cut from separate 

pieces and joined to the bottom of the hood with the same horizontal seam as 

the back skin. 
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Because of the two gussets, the back skins of the coats with baby pouches 

have three ascending branches, Thus, these coats have six-branched backs, 

as compared with the four- branched backs of the other women's coats, All 

of the coats have two long branches which extend from the top of the front 

skin, pass back over the shoulders, and join the side branches of the back 

skin in a horizontal seam. 

In most of the coats the two sides of the hood are cut from separate 

pieces which are joined at the top with a sagittal seam, However, in coat 

15 7 89 the two sides are cut from one large piece and the sagittal seam ter

minates about 4 em. from the back, 

The back of the hood is always made up of several pieces, which vary 

considerably in number and shape, The simplest type of back, which is 

found on 15789 and 15790, consists of one hemispherical piece with a large 

crescent-shaped piece sewn on top, The backs of 15792 and P30 are similar, 

but on the former the top piece is divided by a vertical seam and on the latter 

both pieces are divided by vertical seams, The back of E1911 also has a 

similar cut, but has a small base part with two vertical seams sewn to the 

bottom of the hemisphere. 

The hood back which shows the greatest variation is that of 15791, The 

base part, which has the two gussets extending from the bottom, is roughly 

square in shape, The top part is hemispherical and is divided down the 

middle by a long diamond-shaped insert, In addition, there are four long 

strips sewn around the upper border, thus giving the back of the hood a total 

of eight separate pieces, 

All of the women's coats have a border of white fur around the front and 

back flaps and around the hood opening, On the hood opening of 15791 and the 

back flap of 15792 there is a narrow insert of dark fur set into the border, 

All have front and back fringes of short fur except two coats (15791 and P30) 

which have fringes of hairless skin, 

On the two coats which have a baby pouch there is an insert of white fur 

along the outside of the two gussets which form the pouch, Also, there is a 

small triangular insert of white fur at the place where the two gussets meet 

(see Plate 4), 

There are some additional decorative features on the two coats with the 

baby pouches, At the top of the arms they have horizontal bands which con

sist of two pieces of white fur with a narrow insert of dark fur sewn between 
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them. In addition, one coat (15792, Plate 4) has five narrow vertical strips 

sewn on the outside of the side branches of the back skin. Three of these are 

of light fur and three of dark fur. 

The two coats with baby pouches also have straps to keep the baby from 

slipping out of the coat. The front attachment for the baby strap consists of 

two skin thongs fastened near the collarbone. On 15792 the thong is of white 

fur and has been fastened in the middle to form two loops. Between these 

two loops there runs a length of braided sinew. 

The coats without baby pouches are the least decorated, although one 

(P30) has a single horizontal band of light fur around the top of the arm (see 

Birket-Smith, 1945, 38, Fig. lla). Two of the others (15790 and E1911) 

have a small tassel of two fur strips hanging· from each side of the back skin, 

at the corner between the side branch and the ascending branch. 

Although the Netsilik women's coats show considerable variation in de

tails of construction, they display most of the basic features noted among 

neighbouring groups. These features include the prevalence of the simple 

neck seam, which is used on women's coats of both the Copper Eskimo 

(Birket-Smith, 1945, 152; Jenness, 1946, 34, Fig. 26) and the lglulik 

(Mathiassen, 1928, Fig. 128). 

Plate 4. Woman's coat (15792) 
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TABLE 5. WOMEN'S OUTER COATS 

Cat. No. Baby Pouch Front Flap Back Flap Total Total Arm Waist 
Front Back Length (half) 

15789 - 34 66 72 157 35 51 
15790 - 27 64 69 150 37 52 
15791 + 34 66 77 170 33 63 
15792 + 23 56 65 142 37 52 
E1911 - 30 66 72 138 36 51 
P30 - 20 58 68 150 35 55 

With regard to general appearance the Netsilik women's coats are in an 

intermediate position. They have narrower shoulders and wider front flaps 

than the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 154, Fig, 110), but they have 

wider shoulders and narrower front flaps than the Iglulik Eskimo (Mathiassen, 

1928, 173-5, Figs. 127 and 129). 

Men's Pants 

There are 18 pairs of men's pants. This selection includes 16 pairs of 

caribou fur, varying considerably in thickness, and 2 pairs of seal fur. All 

appear to have been designed as outer garments. 

Almost all of the pants have separate legs which are joined to the waist 

part by a horizontal seam. There is only one pair of pants which lacks such 

a seam (15759), and these are made of seal fur. 

The waist part is made of several pieces joined with seams down the 

sides and also down the middle of the front and back, There are some addi

tional seams on pants in which the waist part is made of leg- skin. 

All of the pants have an extra band of fur sewn across the back of the 

waist. This band is wide in the middle and narrows to a point at the ends. 

A drawstring of braided sinew is threaded through a hem in the waist and 

emerges from two holes in the back. 

Most of the pant legs have only one vertical seam, which runs down the 

inner side. However, there are additional vertical seams on the back of 

some legs, 

The pant legs are almost all bordered with white fur. The only exception 

( 15795) has legs which are entirely white, being made from the fur of a young 
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TABLE 6. MEN'S PANTS 

Cat. No. Material Bottom Total Leg Waist 
Fringe Length Length (Total) 

15758 Seal fur - 70 36 100 
15759 II - 73 36 108 
15794 Caribou fur (medium) - 75 42 109 
15795 II II (leg) - 74 43 100 
15796 II II II - 76 39 90 
15797 II II II + 73 40 90 
15799 II It (medium) - 70 36 88 
15800 It II II - 73 33 101 
15801 It It (leg') - 73 43 103 
15802 II It (medium) - 70 26 96 
15803 It II (leg) + 65 35 94 
15804 It It (thin) + 64 36 93 
15805 It It It + 80 38 99 
15806 It It (medium) - 80 38 96 
15807 It It It - 75 39 109 
E1916 It II (thin) - 70 39 110 
P32 II II (thick) - 90 58 98 
P34 II II (leg) - 76 42 98 

Additional light and dark inserts are also common in the seam between 

the legs and the waist part. Frequently these inserts are more numerous 

and more elaborate on the back of the legs than on the front (e. g. 15799, 

Plate 5). A few of the pants of thin caribou fur or leg-skin have a continuous 

fringe sewn around the bottom of the leg. 

Plate 5. Man's pants ( 15799). Left: front view. Right: back view. 
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The prevailing pattern, with horizontal seam between legs and waist, 

is also typical for men's outer pants of the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 

1945, 146, Fig. 103; Jenness, 1946, 19-20, Figs. 8 and 9) and the Iglulik 

(Mathiassen, 1928, 162, Fig. 106, and 171, Fig. 124). 

Women's Pants 

There are three pairs of women's pants, all of caribou fur. Two pairs 

(E1914 and E1915) are made of relatively thin fur, while the fur of the other 

pair (15793) is quite thick. 

The women's pants do not have the horizontal seam between legs and 

waist, such as was noted on men's pants. In addition theyhave neither draw

string nor hem around the waist. 

All of the pants have a piece of white fur sewn into the sides. In addi

tion, all have a pair of thongs attached near the bottom of each leg. One pair 

(E 1915) has two thongs on each side of the body, at a distance of 27 em. be

low the waist. 

The total lengths of the women's pants are 62 em. (15793), 67 em. (E1914) 

and 70 em. (E1915). In the same order, the leg lengths (inside) are 28 em., 

38 em., and 33 em. The waist measurements (total) are 95 em., 95 em., 

and 92 em. 

The Netsilik women's pants are of the same basic pattern as those ofthe 

Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 155, Fig. 111; Jenness, 1946, 38, 

Fig. 29) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 178, Figs. 132 and 133). 

Wading Pants 

One of the most unique specimens in the collection is a pair of wading 

pants (16226, Plate 6). These consist of long pants to which have been sewn 

a pair of shoes. Both pants and shoes are made of depilated sealskin with 

the hair side out, and all seams are water-tight. 

Each pant leg consists of a single skin with a seam down the inside. On 

the front the leg pieces extend to the top of the pants and are joined in the ab

dominal region with a median seam. On the back, the pant legs terminate 

below the abdominal region, and the seat of the pants consists of a separate 

piece of skin. 
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Around the top of the waist there is a separate hem of light depilated 

skin. A cotton drawstring emerges from two holes in the back of this hem. 

The shoes have an upturned sole, creased at heel and toe, and an upper 

with seams down the heel and one side. There are lacing loops on both sides 

of the shoes, and on the bottoms there are extra soles of seal fur with the 

hair pointing down. 

The complete outfit has a total length of 116 em. The waist has a dia

meter of 98 em, and the feet are 26 em. long. Waterproof wading pants of 

this type appear to be extremely rare
1 

and have not been reported from ei

ther the Copper Eskimo or the Iglulik, 

Plate 6. Boots and wading pants. Left: woman's boot (15855) 
Centre: man's boots (15848 and 15850). Right: wading pants (16226) 

1. From the coast of Labrador there is an eighteenth century reference to 
a one-piece waterproof garment which included both pants and boots. 
This outfit was worn by the Eskimos who butchered whales, an operation 
which took place in relatively deep water (Taylor, 1972, 141). 
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Children's Pants 

There is one pair of pants (15798) of the size which would fit a very young 

child, These are made from the white fur of a young seal, They have seams 

down the front and both sides, and are open between the legs, The total length 

is 50 em. and the circumference of the waist is 56 em. 

A similar pair of children's pants have been reported from the Iglulik 

(Mathiassen, 1928, 194, Fig, 153). Jenness (1946, 43) mentions that it was 

"quite common" for Copper Eskimo children to wear a separate coat and 

trousers over their one piece inner suits, but he does not give further de

scription or illustrations. 

Men's Boots 

The collection contains 13 pairs of men's boots; eight of caribou fur, 

four of depilated sealskin and one of musk-ox fur. All are made with the 

hair side out and all have a drawstring which passes through a hem in the top 

of the leg. 

Six of the caribou fur boots are made from shorthaired leg- skins. In the 

leg of the boot these are sewn together with vertical seams. The drawstring 

is of braided sinew and comes out through holes in the back of the hem in all 

but one pair (15852), which has the openings in the front. 

On three pairs of leg- skin boots (15 844, 15 85 2 and E 1893) the foot con

sists of a flat sole and a separate upper. The upper contains two or three 

pieces, with vertical seams on the insteps, and in one case (15852) an addi

tional seam down the heel. 

On two pairs (15846 and 15848) the sole and front part of the upper are 

cut from a single piece of skin, thus doing away with a sole seam at the toe. 
1 

Both of these boots have vertical seams down the instep and 15848 has an 

additional heel seam and a short median seam at the top of the instep, 

The remaining pair of the leg-skin boots (15845) has an upturned sole 

which is fastened directly to the leg of the boot (see Hatt, 1969, Table XIV, 

4)2. Between the sole and upper there is a skin loop on each side of the foot 

near the back of the instep. These loops serve as eyes for a sinew lace. On 

1. See Hatt, 1969, Table XIV, 2 and 2a for a pattern of 15848, 

2. This is the type of boot which Hatt (ibid,, 81-82) refers to as a "sandal 
boot". 
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the bottom of the boots there is an additional sole of dehaired sealskin to 

which a skin cleat is sewn in zig- zag fashion. 

Two pairs of leg-skin boots are decorated with narrow fur inserts set 

into the two vertical seams on the front of the leg, On one pair (15852)each 

seam has four dark and three light inserts which converge near the top into 

a single dark stripe. On the other (15848) each seam has just one dark and 

one light insert, but there is also a horizontal insert of light fur sewn around 

the boot near the top (see Plate 6), 

In addition to the leg-skin boots there are two pairs made of fur from 

the body coat of a caribou. Both have a braided sinew drawstring coming out 

the back of the hem. The leg part is made of separate horizontal bands, each 

of which is joined with a vertical seam down the back. On one pair (15851) 

there are only two separate bands on each leg, but on the other (15850, Plate 

6) there are five, three of which are dark fur and two light, 

The feet on the latter two pairs consist of separate uppers and the rela

tively flat soles. On 15850 the upper is made of one piece with a vertical 

seam on the instep, The upper of 15851 consists of three pieces with seams 

on both insteps and also the heel, In addition, the latter has a small trian

gular insert in front of the sole, which helps to give shape to the toe. 

The boots of long musk- ox fur are also of the "sandal boot" type. The 

sinew drawstring passes through holes in the rear of a separate hem-piece 

of light skin. The main part of the leg consists of two parts joined with lat

eral seams. Both parts extend nearly to ground level, The front part reaches 

almost to the front of the boot, where it is sewn to a small toe-cap of short 

caribou fur. The sole is also of caribou fur. 

The three pairs of boots which are made of dark depilated sealskin have 

seams down the shins and separate hem-pieces of light coloured skin. Draw

strings of ordinary cotton cord pass through holes in the rear of the hem. 

The soles of the sealskin boots are turned up around the edges and neatly 

creased at toe and heel. On two pairs (15839 and 15840) the uppers are of 

single pieces with lateral seams down one side, On the other pair (P37) the 

uppers are of two pieces with lateral seams down both sides. All have skin 

loops on each side of the instep and extra soles of seal fur with the hair point

ing down and back, 

Another pair of boots (15841) is made of seal fur with the hair side out, 

The leg has a seam down the front and back and is turned in d the top to form 
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a hem for the drawstring, which is of braided sinew and comes out the back. 

The foot has a relatively flat sole and a separate upper with vertical seams 

down the heel and both sides. 

TABLE 7. MEN'S BOOTS 

Cat. No. Material Height of Leg Length of Foot 

15839 Sealskin 42 28 
15840 II 38 27 
15841 Seal fur 42 26 
15843 Muskox fur 42 24 
15844 Caribou fur (leg) 40 21 
15845 II II II 35 21 
15846 II II II 46 24 
15848 II II II 51 25 
15850 Caribou fur 44 24 
15851 II II 37 22 
15852 Caribou fur (leg) 36 25 
E1893 II II II 40 25 
P37 Sealskin 40 28 

The most common type of Netsilik men's boot, consisting of separate 

leg, upper and sole, is also found among the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 

1945, 148; Jenness, 1946, 23, Fig. 12) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 

172, Fig. 126). 

None of the Netsilik boots have feet which are either of the moccasin type 

or of the type which consists of two side pieces joined together with a long 

median seam. The former sometimes occurs among the Copper Eskimo 

(Birket-Smith, ibid., 147; Jenness, ibid., 22, Fig. 11) and the latter among 

the Iglulik (Mathiassen, ibid., 167, Fig. 114). 

Men's Stockings 

There are two pairs of men's stockings. Both are made from the fur of 

young caribou with the hair side in. One pair (16236c) has a two-piece leg 

with a seam down both front and back and the other pair (16236d) has legs of 

one piece, with the seam down the back only. Neither pair has a hem at the 

top of the leg. The feet of the stockings have separate soles and uppers of 

one piece. The uppers on 16236c have a seam down one side while those on 

16236d have a single heel seam. 
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The leg heights are 51 em. (16236c) and 47 em. (16236d). The lengths 

of the feet, in the same order, are 27 em. and 26 em. 

Similar stockings have been reported from both the Copper Eskimo 

(Jenness, 1946, 26, Fig, 15) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 168, Fig, 

115). The Copper Eskimo example appears to have a separate sole, as in 

the Netsilik stockings, whereas the Iglulik example has a foot of the mocca

sin type. 

Women's Boots 

There are seven pairs of women's boots, all of caribou fur. The leg is 

made with the fur side out and consists of two distinct parts. The lower part 

reaches approximately to the height of the knee and has a median seam down 

both front and back. It completely encircles the leg and is much wider near 

the top than at the bottom. 

The upper part, which is attached to the lower part with a horizontal 

seam, covers the front of the leg only. It is made of two similar pieces joined 

down the front with a median seam. At the top it narrows almost to a point 

and ends in a fastening strap of dehaired skin. This strap averages about 

20 em. in length. 

The foot has the fur side out in all cases but one (15853). On the latter 

the hair is turned in and there is an extra sole of dehaired sealskin. Most of 

the boots have a separate sole and an upper consisting of two pieces with 

seams down the sides. The only exception (15854) has a one-piece foot ofthe 

moccasin type, with seams down both instep and heel. 

All of the boots have a narrow border of white fur around the top edge, 

and a wide insert of white fur between the upper and lower parts of the leg. 

In addition, all but one pair (15858)
1 

have decorative white fur inserts in the 

knee region. There are usually two of these inserts on the outside of the leg 

but just one on the inside (See 15855, Plate 6). Three pairs of boots have 

fringes of white fur fastened to the outside of the leg at the bottom of the dec

OI'ati ve inserts. 

1. This pair is made of leg-skin and is illustrated by Hatt, 1969, Table 
XIV, 3 and 3a. 
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TABLE 8. WOMEN'S BOOTS 

Cat. No. Fringe Total Height Length of Foot 

15853 - 114 22 
15854 - 112 24 
15855 + 118 24 
15856 + 109 21 
15858 - 94 18 
E1873 + 100 21 
P35 - 109 22 

In addition to the above specimens there is a pair of very high caribou 

fur "shoes" (15838) that appear to be merely the feet from a pair of women's 

boots. The legs, which have been simply cut off without being hemmed, have 

two seams down the front and one down the back. The feet consist of flat 

soles and uppers with median seams down the instep and two heel seams. 

The length of the feet is 23 em. and the height is 13 em. 

The N etsilik women's boots are similar in general shape and style to 

those of the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 116, Fig. 68; Birket-Smith, 

1945, 156-7, Figs. 112a-b; Jenness, 1946, 40-1, Figs. 31-2). They are 

quite different, however, from the Iglulik women's boots. The latter have 

"sack-shaped extensions" attached to the outside of the leg, giving them an 

extremely bulky appearance (Mathias sen, 1928, 179, Fig. 134). 

Women's Stockings 

The collection contains only one pair of women's stockings (15857). 

From the manner in which they are decorated it is obvious that they were 

made to be worn with the hair side in, 
1 

Although the stockings are of sev

eral pieces of caribou fur, these have not been chosen and arranged to pro

duce the type of pattern usually found on outer footwear. In addition, the top 

border has been decorated with a strip of red cloth on the hairless side, but 

the hair side does not have any border decoration. 

In style and construction the stockings are quite different from any of 

the boots which have been described, The most obvious difference lies in the 

1. At the time of investigation the hair side was facing out. It would seem 
that they were already "inside out" at the time of acquisition, since they 
are catalogued as "boots" and are described as such by Hatt, ( 1969, 87 
and 131. Plate XV, 5). 
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fact that they have the same side pouches that are found on boots and stock

ings of the Iglulik women, Each pouch is made from a single piece of skin 

which is folded over and seamed along the sides. The feet are of Hatt's 

"sandal boot" type with aU insert over the instep, 

At the pointed tip of each stocking is a wooden knob, fastened with a short 

leather strap. These knobs are of obvious European manufacture, having 

been turned on a lathe, and are of the type commonly used on cupboards and 

drawers. On the hairless side of each stocking there is a pair of leather 

thongs attached above the knee, one on each side of the leg. The total length 

of the stockings is 105 em. and the length of the feet is 20 em, 

It is obvious that these stockings, with their exaggerated side pouches, 

were not made to fit under any of the N etsilik women's boots and cannot be 

regarded as "typical". They are very similar to the Iglulik women's stock

ings which are shown by Mathiassen (1928, 179, Fig. 135) and which were 

made to be worn with the Iglulik type of boot (ibid,, Fig. 134). The similar

ity to the Iglulik stocking is so close, including even the "sandal boot" type 

of foot (ibid,, Fig, 136) and the wooden knob at the top, that it would seem 

reasonable to assume that these stockings were also made by a woman of 

Iglulik origin. However, there is no way of knowing whether the maker had 

married into the Netsilik region or whether the stockings were obtained by 

trade, 

Plate 7. Shoes (15835) and cap (16147). 
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Shoes 

Shoes were normally worn over the boots. There are 40 pairs in the 

collection, of which 30 are made of dehaired sealskin and ten of caribou fur. 

According to Amundsen (1908, II, 10) those of caribou fur were the normal 

outdoor footwear in winter, while those of sealskin were worn as indoor shoes 

during the winter, and as outdoor shoes during the transition from winter to 

spring. 

The sealskin shoes have soles which are turned up all around the outside 

and are puckered or creased at the heel and toe. The sole is joined to an 

upper which covers the instep and extends back around the entire foot. 

The upper is sometimes made of one piece with a single vertical seam 

in the side or heel, but can also be made of two or more pieces. The number 

and location of side and heel seams shows considerable variation between 

pairs, and sometimes between single shoes in a pair, suggesting that the 

number of pieces in the upper is more a matter of expediency than of pattern. 

All but one pair (15822) have a drawstring of braided sinew which is 

threaded through a hem in the top of the upper. Sometimes the hem is made 

from a separate piece of material. The free ends of the sinew emerge from 

two holes in the rear of the hem. 

On all but two pairs (15824-5) there is a skin loop on each side of the 

shoe near the back of the instep. These loops, which are sewn into the seam 

between the sole and upper, serve as lacing eyes for the sinew drawstring 

which wraps around the leg. 

Several of the sealskin shoes have extra soles which are either of de

haired sealskin or are of seal fur sewn with the hair down and pointing to

ward the heel. Normally these extra soles cover the entire bottom of the 

foot but on E1868 there is a separate piece on the heel and toe and on 15817 

there is a piece on the toe only. There are also several sealskin shoes with 

cleats sewn to the bottom of the sole in zig- zag fashion. The cleats are of 

sealskin and are sewn in pairs, one in the toe region and one on the heel. 

There are two pairs of shoes (15818 and 15821) which have been deco

rated by means of narrow skin inserts between the sole and upper. On the 

former pair this insert consists of one single dark strip while on the latter 

it consists of three separate strips, two dark and one light. On several shoes 

the sole and hem piece contrast in colour with the upper. 
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TABLE 9. SHOES OF SEALSKIN 

Cat. No. Extra Skin Seams Seams Length 
Sole Cleat in Side1 in Heel 

15808 - + 1+0 1+0 27 
15809 - + 1+1 1+1 25 
15810 - + 1+0 1+0 26 
15811 - - 1+2 - 25.5 
15812 Skin - 1+2 - 26 
15813 - + 1+1 - 27 
15814 - + 1+1 2+2 23 
15815 Skin + 1+1 1+1 24.5 
15816 Skin + 1+3 - 24 
15817 Fur - 2+1 1+0 26 
15818 Skin - 1+0 1+1 25.5 
15819 - - 1+1 1+1 26 
15820 - + 1+1 1+1 24.5 
15821 Skin + 1+1 - 24.5 
15822 - - 1+1 - 27 
15823 Fur - - 1+1 27 
15824 Fur - 2+2 - 27 
15825 Fur - - 1+1 27 
15826 Fur - 2+3 - 25 
15828 - - 3+1 1+0 28 
15842 - - 2+3 - 20.5 
E1868 Skin - 1+1 2+2 28 
E1869 Skin - 1+0 1+1 25.5 
E1871 - + 2+2 - 27.5 
E1872 - + 1+1 1+1 27 
P39 - - 2+2 1+2 25 
P40 - + 1+1 1+1 26 
P41 - + 1+1 1+1 25 
P42 Skin - 1+2 1+0 25 
P43 - - 2+2 1+1 24 

1. Since both shoes in a pair often differ with respect to the number of 
seams in the uppers it is necessary to give the number of seams in each 
particular shoe. Thus, in this column "1 +0" indicates that one shoe has 
a side seam in the upper but there is no side seam in the other. 

The shoes of caribou fur are all made with the hair side in, All have a 

sinew drawstring and skin loops of the type used on the sealskin shoes. The 

hem through which the sinew passes has been turned outward, forming a bor

der of fur around the top of the opening. 

The seam between the sole and upper tends to be much lower on the car

ibou fur shoes than on those of sealskin, On many shoes of caribou fur the 

sole is almost flat, and there are only two pairs (15831 and 15836) which have 

been turned up enough around the outside to require puckering at the toe and 
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Two pairs have extra soles of caribou fur with the hair side down and 

two have extra soles of dehaired sealskin, On one of the latter (15833) the 

extra sole consists of a separate heel and toe piece. Three pairs have skin 

cleats similar to those of the sealskin shoes, although the cleat on the heel 

of 15 83 5 is sewn in a spiral rather than zig- zag fashion (See Plate 7). 

TABLE 10. SHOES OF CARIBOU FUR 

Cat. No. Extra Skin Seams Seams Length 
Sole Cleat in Side in Heel 

15829 - - 2+2 - 25 
15830 - - 2+2 1+1 26 
15831 - - 3+3 - 28 
15833 Skin - 2+2 - 26 
15834 - + 2+2 - 24.5 
15835 - + 4+4 - 25.5 
15836 Fur - 2+2 - 27 
15837 Fur - 1+1 2+2 26 
E1867 Skin + 3+2 - 30.5 
P38 - - 3+2 - 25 

'-----------

Shoes of the above pattern, with separate sole and upper, have been re

ported from both the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 149) and the Iglu

lik (Mathiassen, 1928, 168-9, Figs, 117 and 120), However, boththeCopper 

Eskimo and the Iglulik have additional shoe styles, which were not noted in 

the Netsilik collection. These include the shoe of moccasin cut, which was 

commonly used by the Copper Eskimo (Boas, 1901, 106, Fig. 155; Birket

Smith, 1945, 149, Fig. 105; Jenness, 1946, 21, Fig. 10) and the type of 

shoe which appears to be a low "sandal boot" with a separate U insert over 

the instep and which was used by the Iglulik (Boas, ibid,, 106, Fig. 154; 

Mathiassen, ibid,, 162, Fig. 106). 

Mittens 

There are 28 complete pairs and one single mitten (15879), These are 

made of a wide variety of materials, including the fur of caribou, seal, polar 

bear, fox and marmot and the feathered skin of loon, 
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The backs of the mittens consist of single pieces of material while the 

fronts are made from two separate pieces. One piece comprises the palm 

and the inside of the thumb. Another makes up the outside of the thumb and 

in most cases extends across the front of the mitten, thus covering the front 

of the wrist as well. Most mittens have a narrow cuff sewn around the wrist. 

There are only two exceptions to the above pattern. One is a pair of chil

dren's mittens (15865) in which the back and front are made from one piece 

of material, folded over and seamed along the top and one side. The outside 

of the thumb is also part of this same piece. A separate piece of material, 

folded back in the middle, serves both as the inside of the thumb and as a 

"patch" for the hole left in the palm after cutting out the flap that forms the 

outside of the thumb. The other exception (P45) also lacks, a seam along one 

side but the palm is divided at the base of the thumb. 

TABLE 11. MITTENS 

Cat. No. Back of Mitten Palm of Mitten Length 

15865 Caribou skin Caribou skin 19 
15866 Caribou fur Caribou fur 19.5 
15867 Sealskin Sealskin 19 
15868 Seal fur II 22.5 
15869 Caribou fur Caribou fur 22 
15870 II II II II 18.5 
15872 Marmot fur Marmot fur 24 
15873 Caribou fur Caribou fur 23 
15874 II II II II 23 
15875 II II II II 23 
15877 II II II II 21 
15878 II II II II 18 
15879 II II II II 23 
16227 Fox fur II II 25 
16228 Caribou fur II II 24 
16229 II II II II 26 
16230a Polar bear fur Polar bear fur 26 
16230b II II II II II II 25 
16231 II II II II II II 25 
16232 Caribou fur Caribou fur 20 
16233 Loon skin II II 21 
16234 Sealskin Sealskin 22 
E1895 Caribou fur Caribou fur 15 
E1896 Seal fur Seal fur 21 
E1897 Sealskin Sealskin 21 
E1898 Caribou fur Caribou fur 23 
E1899 Polar bear fur Polar bear fur 27 
P45 Caribou fur Caribou fur 24 
P47 Sealskin Sealskin 19 
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Although the back of the mitten and the piece which forms the outside of 

the thumb are always made of the same material, the palm is sometimes 

made of something different, Even when the same type of material is used 

on both back and palm, the fur used on the palm is usually shorter and of 

finer quality, On four pairs of caribou fur mittens (15866, 15869, 16232 and 

E1895) the palm has been turned with the hair side in, 

The predominant pattern of the above mittens has been referred to by 

Birket-Smith (1945, 151) as the "usual Central Eskimo cut" and was used by 

both the Copper Eskimo (Jenness, 1946, 32-3, Figs. 23-5) and the Iglulik 

(Mathiassen, 1928, 169, Fig. 121). 

Gloves 

In addition to mittens the collection contains several fingered gloves. 

Included among the latter are two complete pairs and two single right hand 

gloves which are paired together with mittens for the left hand, All the 

gloves are different and require separate descriptions. 

Pair 15860 consists of two gloves of short caribou fur. The hand of the 

glove has the hair side in and is made of several long strips with median 

seams between each finger. The wrist has been lengthened by the addition 

of a long gauntlet and a narrow border of white caribou fur. The gauntlet 

has the hair side in but the fur of the border is turned out. The gloves are 

25 em, long, 

Pair 15861 also consists of two gloves of short caribou fur with the hair 

in. Although the pattern of the hand is similar to that of the first pair, these 

gloves lack the gauntlet. They also differ from the first pair in the extreme 

shortness of the fingers, which are only about half- size. Around the wrist 

opening is a very narrow border of dark depilated sealskin. These gloves 

are only 19 em. long. 

Pair 15862 consists of a glove for the right hand and a mitten for the left. 

Both are of short caribou fur and have long gauntlets (Plate 7), The hands 

are made with the hair side in and are of the usual pattern for mittens and 

gloves, However, the glove fingers are of the very short type noted on 15861, 

The gauntlets are made of light fur with the hair side out and have been dec

orated with five narrow inserts of dark fur. Braided sinew drawstrings have 

been threaded around the wrists. Both glove and mitten are 28 em. in length. 
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Pair 15863 is similar to 15862 except that it lacks gauntlets and draw

strings. In place of the gauntlet both glove and mitten have a border of white 

fur sewn around the wrist with the hair side out. Both are only 19 em. long, 

and were probably made for a child. 

Birket-Smith (1929b, 31) considers that the Eskimo glove was copied 

from Europeans. Fingered gloves have been reported from both the Copper 

Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 143, Fig. 100b)
1 

and the Iglulik (Lyon, 1824, 

314; Mathiassen, 1928, 168). 

The collection contains five caps of the hood type and three of the round 

or calotte type. All caps of the hood type ( 16144-7 and E 1892) and one of the 

calotte type ( 16148) are made of short caribou fur. Two of the calotte style 

caps (16143 and P44) are made of marmot fur. 

The caps of the hood type have aU-shaped back piece, two or three side 

pieces and a narrow border around the face opening, The side pieces tend 

to alternate from light to dark but the border is always of white fur. Two of 

the hood style caps (16144 and 16145) have a fringe sewn around the base, 

while the remaining three have a leather fastening strap secured to the cor-

ners. 

The most highly decorated cap is 16147 (Plate 7). A long piece of red 

ribbon extends down both sides and on top of the ribbon has been sewn a nar

row strip of white cardboard. At the top of the cap there is a small stylized 

bird carved from musk-ox horn. The carving, which probably represents a 

loon, 
2 

has a small hole near the base and from this hole are suspended four 

strings of coloured glass beads. 

Two of the round or calotte style caps are made of marmot furs which 

have been folded over to form a double layer, the outer with the hair side out 

and the inner with the hair side in, One cap (16143) consists of seven furs 

and the other (P44)
3 

of six. The dark tails have been left on the furs and 

hang in a ring around the top of the cap. 

1. The glove illustrated by Birket-Smith has very short fingers and is used 
together with a left hand mitten. 

2. The dancing caps of the Copper Eskimo often have a real loon skin fas
tened on this spot (Birket-Smith, 1945, 150, Fig. 107 and Jenness, 1946, 
30, Fig. 22). 
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The other round cap (16148) is made of short caribou fur with the hair 

side out. It has a dark crown and seven side-pieces which alternate between 

dark and light in colour. The side-pieces are sewn together in horizontal 

bands which encircle the head. 

Caps of the hood type were used by the Copper Eskimo for both ceremo

nial wear and for protection against mosquitoes (Birket-Smith, 1945, 150, 

Figs. 106-7; Jenness, 1946, 28-30, Figs. 19, 21, 22). Although they seem 

to have been less common the Copper Eskimo also used caps of the round 

type with separate crown (Jenness, ibid., 28, Fig. 20). The Iglulik also 

used caps of both the hood type (Mathiassen, 1928, 189, Fig. 147c) and the 

round type (ibid., 168). 

Children's Combination Suits 

The collection contains two costumes which have been made for very 

young children. One (15761) is a combination suit of the type which includes 

hood, jacket and pants and which was used on children up to the age of six 

(Amundsen, 1908, I, 310). The other (15859) is a combination of pants and 

boots of the type referred to by Birket-Smith (1929, 92) as "hose". 

The combination suit is made of short caribou fur with the hair side out. 

The front of the suit is made from one piece of material while the back is 

made up of a half dozen small pieces. One of these small pieces covers the 

shoulders and extends upward to form the back part of the hood. This shoul

der piece is joined to the rest of the back with a straight horizontal seam. 

The suit has an opening between the legs and another down the chest. 

The chest opening has been laced with a leather thong. Decorative features 

include two narrow white inserts down the back and white borders around the 

hood opening and the bottom of the legs. In addition, there are leather fringeE 

around the leg bottoms. 

The total length of the combination suit is 82 em. The legs are 22 em. 

long and the arms 21 em. 

The other children's costume, which is a combination of pants and boots, 

has a short abdominal section of depilated caribou skin. The legs and shoes 

are of short caribou fur with the hair side out. 

The abdominal section is made of four pieces of skin with median seams 

down front, back and sides. The legs are made from several long strips of 
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fur sewn with vertical seams and the feet have separate soles and uppers, 

with median seams down insteps and heels. The pants have an opening be

tween the legs. 

The total length of this costume is 71 em. The legs are 40 em. long and 

the feet 16 em. 

Children's combination suits have been reported from both the Copper 

Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 159, Fig, 114; Jenness, 1946, 44, Fig. 34) 

and the :iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 190-1, Figs. 148-50). The suit which 

bears the greatest similarity to 15761 is the Copper Eskimo specimen illus

trated by Jenness. The others all lack the hood and all but one (Mathiassen, 

ibid., Fig. 148) have shoes sewn to the legs. 
1 

The combination of pants and 

boots has also been reported from both Copper Eskimo (Jenness, 1946, 45, 

Fig. 35) and Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 189, Fig. 147). Both examples differ 

slightly in cut from 15859. 

Snow-goggles 

There are 20 pairs of snow-goggles, all but one of which are made of 

wood, The exception (15724, Fig, lb) is of antler. All of the goggles are 

carved from one solid piece of material. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Fig. 1. Snow- goggles 

1. It should be noted that two of the above suits (Birket-Smith, ibid,, and 
Mathiassen, ibid,, Fig. 149) are for inner wear. 
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Although one pair of snow-goggles has a single continuous slit for both 

eyes, the other nineteen pairs have two eye slits. Most of the eye slits are 

shaped like long thin triangles with the points facing out. However, onepair 

has slits that are merely shaped like long rectangles and two others have 

pointed ovals (See 15725, Fie. lc). 

Most of the goggles have a pair of holes in each end for the attachment 

of a string of braided sinew. In one pair ( 15717, Fig. la) each end of the 

string is merely fastened through a sing·le hole. 

One pair of goggles ( 15727, Fig. ld) has a projecting shield over the 

eyes. Another pair (15720) has been decorated with a pair of white glass 

beads that are set into the wood between the eyes. Two pairs of goggles 

(15728-9) which were made especially for Amundsen have a carving of hu

man face between the eye slits. The carving appears to be a caricature of 

Amundsen himself. 

TABLE 12. SNOW-GOGGLES 

Cat. No. Shape of Eye Slits Length 

15716 Triangular 12.2 
15717 II 12.4 
15718 II 14.1 
15719 II 12.4 
15720 !I 13.8 
15721 II 14.7 
15722 II 13.6 
15723 II 14.1 
15724 II 13.0 
15725 Oval 13.8 
15726 Continuous 13.2 
15727 Triangular 13.5 
15728 II 16.2 
15729 II 15.2 
15744 " 12.7 
E1900 II 14.5 
E1901 II 14.5 
P49 Oval 14.0 
P50 Triangular 12.7 
P51 Rectangular 14.0 

The Netsilik snow-goggles appear similar to most of the ones which 

were used by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 80, Fig. 25; Birket

Smith, 1945, 151, Fig. 108; Jenness, 1946, 52, Fig. 43) and the Iglulik 

fP<>nv 1824. 548: Mathiassen. 1928, 195, Fig, 154a). None are of the 



- 54 -

relatively uncommon two-piece type which have been reported from the Copper 

Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 152), the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 195, Fig. 

154b) and the Netsilik immigrants at Hudson Bay (Birket-Smith, 1945, 35, 

Fig. 9b). 

Combs 

There are four combs, three (15706, El918 and P79) of bone or ivory 

and one (15707) of antler. The combs of bone or ivory are relatively wide 

and are flat along the top of the handle. The antler comb is narrow and the 

handle tapers to a point. Near the point there is a suspension hole. 

The dimensions of the combs (length x width) are 6, 3 em. x 3.1 em. 

(15706), 2. 6 em. x 1. 9 em. (15707), 8 em. x 3. 7 em. (El918) and 8. 5 em. 

x 3 em. (P79). The combs have 9, 6, 14 and 7 teeth respectively. None 

are decorated. 

Although both types of comb are found among the Copper Eskimo 

(Stefansson, 1914, 124, Fig. 83 c-d; Birket-Smith, 1945, 160, Fig. 115; 

Jenness, 1946, 51, Fig. 42) the narrow, tapering style seems to be preva

lent. Among the Iglulik the wide type seems to prevail (Parry, 1824, 548; 

Boas, 1907, 417, Fig. 215a; Mathiassen, 1928, 202, Fig. 161). 

Hair- sticks 

There are two softwood sticks (16183 and 16184) of the type which were 

sometimes used by women as a hair ornament. They are tapered to a point 

at one end and at the other end they have a cylindrical skin cap with a defi

nite head. One of the sticks has a long strip of white caribou fur wrapped in 

spiral fashion from one end to the other. The sticks are almost 37 em. in 

length. 

Similar hair-sticks were worn by Iglulik women (Parry, 1824, 494; 

Low, 1906, 168; Boas, 1907, Plate III; Mathiassen, 1928, 198, Fig. 155) 

but there are no definite references to their use by the Copper Eskimo. 

Brow-bands 

There are nine brow-bands, six of which are made of sealskin, two of 

caribou fur and one of depilated caribou skin. The sealskin brow-bands have 

been covered on the front with an extra layer of very thin white skin, which 
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is probably from a seal's oesophagus. Narrow strips of skin which are of 

the same type, but which have been dyed black, have been threaded through 

small slits in the white covering. These form a pattern which consists of 

numerous rows of black rectangles. Most of the rows are vertical but there 

are horizontal rows near the top and bottom margins (See 16150, Fig. 2b and 

16153, Fig. 2c). 

Two of the sealskin brow-bands (16152 and 16153) have rows of teeth 

hanging from the lower margins. On the former specimen the teeth are sus

pended from strings of glass beads. Most of the beads are either clear or 

white, but some are blue and some green. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

Fig. 2. Brow-bands 



- 56 -

The caribou fur brow- bands are made of very short white fur. One spec

imen (16149, Fig, 2a) has been decorated with narrow strips of brown de

haired skin. These are sewn on top of the fur in vertical strips, with a hor

izontal border strip along the top and bottom. The other brow-band (16219) 

has been decorated with narrow horizontal inserts of brown fur, one near the 

top and three near the bottom. In addition, it has a bottom fringe of white 

fur strips, 

The brow- band of depilated caribou skin is only about one centimetre 

wide, It has been decorated with 43 fish otoliths which have been sewn tothe 

outer surface around the entire circumference (See Birket-Smith, 1945, 47, 

Fig. 17a). 

TABLE 13 BROW-BANDS 

Cat. No. Material Pendants Circumference 

16149 Caribou Fur - 50 
16150 Sealskin - 52 
16151 II - 54 
16152 II + 54 
16153 II + 54 
16219 Caribou Fur + 50 
E1888 Sealskin - 52 
P48 II - 56 
P55 Caribou skin - 55 

Brow- bands with decorations of brass or iron were used by Copper Es

kimo men and women (Rasmussen, 1932, 99) but further description is not 

given and actual specimens seem to be rare. Among the Iglulik brass brow

bands were worn by women and "skin" bands by men (Parry, 1824, 498). An 

illustration of the latter (ibid., 548) shows a fringe of teeth along the bottom 

and appears similar in general type to the brow-bands of the Netsilik. 



HUNTING AND FISHING IMPLEMENTS 

Bows 

The bow was used for stalking caribou at times when it was impossible to 

pursue them in the water with kayak and lance (Amundsen, 1908, I, 326). It 

was also used for hunting birds, although this appears to have been a rela

tively minor activity. Amundsen refers only to boys hunting birds with the 

bow (n. d. , 12. 6. 05), and none of the arrows in the collection appear to be 

of a specialized bird hunting type. Guns had not yet started to replace the 

bow at the time of Amundsen's visit
1

. 

All of the 33 bows in the collection have staves which are made up of a 

number of separate pieces. The different pieces are joined together either 

by splinting or by scarfing. 

The splinting technique, which has been utilized on 20 of the bows, 

merely consists of lashing a pair of splints tothejointbetween twoflat-ended 

stave sections. 
2 

There are two different types of splints used on each joint. 

That on the back of the bow is long and flat, while that on the belly is short 

and thick and has a ridge on both ends. The splints are almost all of antler, 

although the belly splints on one bow (15988) are of musk-ox horn. 

Splinting is only used on the two joints between the wings and the grip 

section. On all the bows which have such splints, the wings are of antler. 

The grip section is of musk-ox horn in 14 cases, antler in four cases, and 

oak wood in two cases. 

1. At the time of Amundsen's arrival one of the Netsilingmiut had obtained 
a muzzle-loader from another Eskimo (1908, I, 212) but none of the 
Ugjulingmiut (n. d. , B. 2. 05) possessed guns. Although Amundsen sup
plied several people with rifles and shotguns during his stay (1908, II, 
56, 57, 63; n.d., 27.3.04, 8.2.05) the use of rifles did not become 
common among the Netsilik until about 1913 (Rasmussen, 1931, 50). By 
the early 1920's nearly all Netsilik had rifles (Rasmussen, ibid., 30 
and 53; Balikci, 1964, 45). 

2. For an illustration of this type of construction see Birket-Smith, 1918, 
12, Fig. 1d. 
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Although the grip usually consists of a single piece, three of the horn 

grips (15979, 15983 and 15985) are made of two pieces which are scarfed to

gether and secured with rivets. In the majority of cases the wings also con

sist of one single piece. However, there are four bows which have been en

larged by the addition of short tips on both ends and two bows which have a 

tip added to one end only. The tips are all of antler. They are scarfed to 

the ends of the wings and secured with a lashing and bone or iron rivets. 

All of the bows with splinted staves have a reflex curvature (e.g. 15979, 

Plate 8). In addition, all have a sinew backing of the type which has been 

referred to as "secondary eastern" (Birket-Smith, 1918, 13), 

The backing is secured to the stave with a series of hitches varying in 

number from 10 to 24. These are almost all of the type which Murdoch 

(1885, 324, Figs, 12, 13) refers to as "soldier'shitches". Single or double 

"half-hitches" are used only rarely. 

Plate 8. Hunting implements. Left to right: bow (15972), bow (15979), 
bow ( 15978), lance ( 16000) and lance ( 15997) 
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TABLE 14. BOWS WITH SPLINTED STAVES 

Cat. No. Grip Separate Length 
Material Tips 

15970 Horn - 101 
15974 II 1 95 
15975 II - 94.3 
15976 Wood - 89.7 
15979 Horn - 90 
15980 Antler - 95 
15981 Horn 2 90.5 
15982 II - 102 
15983 II - 99.8 
15985 II - 97.5 
15988 II - 107 
E1881 II - 85 
E1882 II 2 89.6 
E1883 II - 85.4 
E1884 Antler - 103.5 
E1886 Horn 1 87 
E1887 II - 89 
P91 Antler 2 106 
P92 Wood 2 107 
P93 Antler - 92 

In addition to the bows which have just been described, there are 13 in 

which the separate stave sections have been joined without the use of splints. 

On these bows, which are held together by scarfing only, the basic material 

used in the stave is either musk-ox horn or wood. There are eight bows of 

the former material and five of the latter. 

On all of the scarfed bows the centre section is much longer than the 

relatively short grip section of the bows with splinted staves. In order to 

attain this length the wings are frequently joined in the centre with an oblique 

or V scarf and iron or copper rivets. This centre joint is found on all of the 

horn bows, but on only one of the wooden bows. 

All of the bows with scarfed staves have separate tips. On the horn bows 

the tips are of antler in all but one case. The exception (15986) has one tip 

of antler and one of musk-ox horn. The tips of the horn bows are attached 

to the ends of the wings with an oblique scarf and iron or copper rivets. 

On two of the wooden bows (15973 and 15990) the tips are of antler. These 

two bows are semi-circular in cross-section, with a flat back and a rounded 

belly. The antler tips are joined to the wings with an oblique scarf and lash-



- 60 -

The three remaining wooden bows are rectangular in cross- section and 

the tips are of the same type of wood as the centre section of the stave. The 

tips are secured to the ends of the wings with a V scarf. 
1 

All but one of the bows with scarfed staves have a definite reflex curva

ture. The single exception ( 15972, Plate 8) appears almost straight and must 

have formed a simple curve when strung for use. On the three bows which 

are entirely of wood the reflex ends curve back at the tip (see 15978, Plate 

8). 2 

All of the horn bows and one of the wooden bows (15973) have sinew back

ing of the "secondary eastern" type, with the number of hitches varying from 

5 to 13. The remaining wooden bows have backing of the type which Birket

Smith (1918, 16) has called "primary arctic". 

On the three all-wood bows the separate backing strands have been bun

dled together with a piece of thong which winds around ·them for their entire 

length. Between the backing and the stave there is a cushion of sealskin. 

TABLE 15. BOWS WITH SCARFED STAVES 

Cat. No. Basic Centre Joint Backing Length 
Material 

15971 Horn V scarf Secondary Eastern 96.8 
15972 II Oblique scarf II ll 100.5 
15973 Wood - II ll 100 
15977 ll - Primary Arctic 119.2 
15978 II - II II 122 
15984 Horn Oblique scarf Secondary Eastern 93.5 
15986 II II II II II 85.5 
15987 II II II II II 95.4 
15989 Wood V scarf Primary Arctic 126 
15990 II - II ll 107 
P94 Horn V scarf Secondary Eastern 86 
P95 II Oblique scarf II II 91 
P96 II V scarf II II 84.5 

All of the bow forms which have been described above have also been 

noted from the Copper Eskimo. These include the common reflex bow 

(Jenness, 1946, 123, Fig. 152), the reflex bow withbentends (Wissler, 1909, 

1. For an illustration of this type of construction see Stefansson, 1914, 86, 
Fig. 30b. 

2. The bent ends on bows of this type have been referred to in a recent work 
as "vestiR;ial siyahs" (Hamilton. 1970. 4:i\ 
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314, Plate 2; Stefansson, 1914, 86, Fig. 30a; Birket-Smith, 1945, 163, 

Fig. 117d; Jenness, ibid,, Fig. 151) and the bow with simple curve (Birket

Smith, ibid., Fig. 117a; Jenness, ibid,). Also, the Copper Eskimo bows 

have sinew backing of both the "primary arctic" (Stefansson, ibid,, Fig. 30c) 

and the "secondary eastern" (Jenness, ibid,, Fig. 152) types. 

Bows of the Iglulik appear to have either a simple curve (Boas, 1901, 82, 

Fig, 114a; Mathiassen, 1928, 56, Fig. 25), or a double curve
1 

(Boas, ibid., 

Fig. 114b; Mathiassen, ibid,, Fig. 24). The former occurs on only one 

specimen from the Amundsen collection and the latter does not occur on any. 

None of the Iglulik bows show the reflex curvature which is so characteristic 

of the Copper Eskimo and Netsilik. Also, none of the Iglulik specimens ap

pear to have "primary arctic" backing. 

Arrows 

The collection contains 233 arrows. On most of these the shaft consists 

of two or three separate pieces of wood. The most common method of join

ing the pieces together is the V scarf fastened with blood glue. This method 

is also used extensively by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 93, Fig. 

37). On all arrows the shaft is widened and flattened at the nock. 

All of the arrows have been feathered at the proximal end and in most 

cases the feathering is still intact. The vast majority of the arrows have two 

tangential feathers, although there are seven with three radial feathers and 

one specimen has four radial feathers. Five of the arrows with radial feath

ering are in the 15989 series, said to come from an Ugjulingmiut bow case. 

The remainder are from the 15978 and 15990 series, for which the exact 

provenience is not given. 

In the following description the arrows will be dealt with in different cat

egories, according to the type of head. The following five types have been 

distinguished: 

1. Arrows with unbarbed antler heads. 

2. Arrows with barbed antler heads. 

3, Arrows with separate blade and unbarbed antler foreshaft. 

4. Arrows with separate blade and barbed antler fore shaft. 

5. Arrows with heads of copper or iron. 

1. This type of curvature displays what Rausing ( 1967, 20) refers to as a 
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Heads of the first four types have been reported from Thule sites in the Cen

tral Eskimo area and correspond with Mathiassen's (1927b, 45-50) types 1a, 

1b, 2a and 2c respectively. The Netsilik collection does not include any ar

rows with heads that correspond to the Thule types 2b, 3 or 4. 

The Amundsen collection contains 43 arrows of the first type, having 

unbarbed antler heads. On the majority (27) of these the width of the head 

narrows abruptly at two sloping shoulders near the proximal end (see 15913, 

Fig. 3c). The 17 heads which lack shoulders are either very narrow (see 

15911, Fig. 3a) or else they narrow gradually throughout the greater part of 

their length (see 15914, Fig. 3b). 

Most of the heads are rhomboid in cross- section, with the two smallest 

angles forming relatively sharp edges. Four of the arrmvs have heads which 

are rhomboid near the tip but round at the proximal end. These are 15911, 

15986, the 64 em. arrow in the 15977 series, and the 65.8 em. arrow in the 

15983 series (see Table 16). 

The arrow heads are attached to the wooden shaft by one of three meth

ods. In order of frequency these are the conical tang, the oblique tang and 

the wedge-shaped tang, represented on 17, 15 and 11 cases respectively. 

Fig. 3. Arrows with solid antler heads 
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TABLE 16. ARROWS WITH UNBARBED ANTLER HEADS 

Cat. No. Shoulders Tang 1. Head Length Total Length 

15911 - 0 13.7 56.6 
15912 + 0 15.7 59.2 
15913 + c 13.7 59.4 
15914 - 0 26.0 68.6 
15968 + w 13.5 56.6 

II + w 16.4 60.8 
II + w 17.5 60.4 
II + w 16.2 64.5 
II + w 13.8 61.8 
II + w 19.5 61.0 
II + w 15.3 61.2 
II + w 16.8 61.1 
II + w 17.5 60.9 

15974 + c 15.2 63.2 
II + c 18.0 63.5 

15976 - c 17.7 57.8 
15977 - c 21.9 74.2 

II - c 22.0 72.5 
II - c 19.3 64.0 
II - c 13.3 63.0 
II - w 13.0 58.8 
II - 0 20.0 67.4 
II - 0 16.2 66.3 
II - 0 20.5 68.5 
II - 0 14.3 64.0 

15978 - c 22.5 87.3 
II - c 22.5 86.7 
II - c 23.7 88.8 
II + c 18.7 84.0 
II - c 24.4 89.0 

15981 + c 18.3 59,5 
15983 + 0 24.0 67.4 

II + 0 22.0 67.0 
II + 0 19.5 65.8 

15984 + 0 22.1 59.3 
15986 - 0 22.0 70.5 
E1883 + c 19.0 56.1 
E1885 + c 13.0 61.5 

II + 0 17.2 62.7 
P95 + c 16.0 57.0 
P97 + 0 17.0 54.9 

II + w 15.0 58.0 
II + 0 21.8 57.3 

1. In Tables 16-19 the symbols 0, C and Ware used to indicate oblique, 
conical and wedge- shaped tangs respectively. 
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Arrow heads of this type have a very wide distribution in the Eskimo 

area. They have been used by both the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 57, Fig, 

26) and the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 89, Fig. 33 a, e, f). Stefansson 

(ibid., 96) refers to arrows with this type of head as "killing arrows" and 

says they are used by the Copper Eskimo to despatch wounded animals or 

shoot birds. 

There are sixteen arrows of the second type, having antler heads with 

barbs. In all but one case the barbs, which vary in number from one to four, 

are carved along one edge only, The single exception (15921, Fig. 3e) has 

four bilateral barbs - two on each side. Those heads which have unilateral 

barbs are asymmetrical in cross-section; the single specimen with bilateral 

barbs is symmetrical. 

The arrows of the second type have barbs which can be described as 

short or medium, according to the following definitions. Short barbs are 

those in which the inside edge forms an angle between 45° and 90° with the 

axis of the head (e.g. 15920, Fig, 3d). Medium barbs are those in which the 

inside edge forms an angle of less than 45°, but in which the total length of 

the barb is less than one-third of the total length of the head (e.g. 15921, 

Fig. 3e). By these criteria fourteen of the antler heads have short barbs 

and two have medium barbs. 

TABLE 17. ARROWS WITH BARBED ANTLER HEADS 

Cat. No. Type of barb1 ' No. of Barbs Tang Head Length Total Length 
- --- --------~- -----~--~ 

15915 Short 1 0 21.7 68.5 
15916 II 1 c 19.4 69.8 
15917 II 2 c 26.4 90.6 
15918 II 2 c 26.5 86.3 
15919 II 4 c 27.1 72.5 
15920 II 1 c 27.5 74.0 
15921 Medium 4 c 22.2 81.7 

(Bilateral) 
15978 Short 2 c 22.8 89.1 

II II 1 c 18.3 85.3 
II II 1 c 23.5 86.2 

15988 II 1 c 26.1 87.9 
11 II 1 c 26.3 84.8 

15989 11 3 c 24.1 92.2 
II Medium 1 c 19.9 87.0 

15990 Short 1 c 26.7 73.4 
E1885 II 3 c 20.5 63.5 

1. For a definition of barb types used in this table and in Table 19 see the 
,......,..., .. +. 
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Fifteen of the heads of the second type have conical tangs and only one 

has an oblique tang. Observations on the arrows in the second category are 

included in Table 17. 

Arrows of the second type have also been reported from the Copper Es

kimo (Stefansson, ibid,, 89, Fig. 33d, g). As with the Netsilik specimens 

the variants include both unilateral and bilateral barbs of either short or 

medium length. According to Mathiassen (1927b, 47) arrows of this type 

were not used by the Iglulik Eskimo. 

The most numerous category of arrows are those of the third type, hav

ing unbarbed antler heads with a separate attached blade. This category in

cludes 114 arrows, approximately half of the total collection. 

On arrows 15931 (Fig. 4d) and the 57.2 em. arrow in the 15979 series 

the foreshaft has been decorated with an incised line flanked by two rows of 

dots. Another unusual arrow is 15929 (Fig. 4e), which has a short slit 

through the distal end of the foreshaft. The above three arrows are from 

the same quiver, and are said to come from the Netsilingmiut. 

Although most of the arrows in this category have a round foreshaft, 

there are three specimens in which the proximal half of the foreshaft has 

been flattened and small teeth have been cut along the resulting ridge. These 

heads are not classed with the barbed heads because the tiny teeth do not point 

Fig. 4. Arrows with separate blades and unbar bed foreshafts 
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to the rear, and therefore would not appear to be designed to perform the 

basic barb function of impeding withdrawal. The three arrows with serrated 

heads are 15955, 15956 (Fig. 4c) and the 68 em, arrow in the E1885 series. 

In general shape 90 of the blades are lanceolate, 12 triangular, 10 pen

tagonal and 2 elliptical. Although most of the blades are symmetrical in out

line, there are 13 in which the base has been cut on a slant, thus forming a 

rudimentary spur on the longest side. Examples of these blades, which are 

referred to in Tables 18 and 19 as asymmetrical, are seen on 15943 (Fig. 

5b), 15954 (Fig. 5f) and 15956 (Fig. 4c). In addition, four of the blades have 

fully developed spurs at the base, similar to those on 15959 (Fig. 5a). 

The blades are made of iron (50), tin
1 

(25), copper (19), brass (17) and 

bone ( 3). They are inserted into a slit in the end of the fore shaft and in all 

but one case (15975) are fastened with rivets. Although most blades are fas

tened with a single rivet, one blade (P97) has two ri;ets and another (15983, 

Fig, 4a) has, in addition to the rivet, a small sinew lashing. Most of the 

rivets (63) are copper, 42 are iron, 5 are brass and 3 bone. 

The arrows of the third type have conical tangs in 63 cases, oblique tangs 

in 50 cases and a wedge- shaped tang in one case. Observations on this cat

egory are summarized in Table 18. 

This type of arrow has been described as "the prevailing form among 

the present-day Central Eskimos" (Mathiassen, 1927b, 49). Arrows of sim

ilar type have been reported from both the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 57, 

Fig, 26, 27) and the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 88, Fig. 32b; Birket

Smith, 1945, 164, Fig. 118). The use of asymmetrical and spurred blades 

also appears to be a common feature of Copper Eskimo arrows (Stefansson, 

ibid., 93, Fig. 36). 

Arrows of the fourth type, having separate blades and barbed foreshafts, 

account for 44 specimens. The barbs, varying in number from one to five, 

are mostly unilateral but there are four specimens which have bilateral barbs. 

The majority (25) of the barbs are long, but there are also several heads(15) 

with short barbs and a few ( 4) with medium barbs. 

On two of the specimens with long barbs (15941 and 15942, Fig. 5c) the 

proximal end of the barb has been secured to the body of the foreshaft with a 

sinew lashing. One of the specimens with a medium barb (15943, Fig. 5b) 

has a long slit cut into the foreshaft. 

1 In this work the term "tin" is used for verv thin sheet iron with ~ tin 
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TABLE 18. ARROWS WITH SEPARATE BLADE AND UNBARBED ANTLER 

FORE SHAFT 

Cat. No. Blade Shape 1 · Blade Rivet Tang Head Total 
Mat. Mat. Length Length 

15929 Triangular Iron Iron c 14.2 55.5 
15930 Lanceolate Tin II 0 21.0 63.4 
15931 II Iron II c 14.6 61.2 
15935 !I Bone Bone c 17.7 -
15938 II II II 0 23.5 68.9 
15940 Lanceolate: 2 spurs Brass Brass c 18.4 67.1 
15944 Triangular (A): 1 spur Copper Copper 0 19.3 61.8 
15945 Lanceolate Iron Iron c 17.3 63.3 
15955 Lanceolate (A) II Copper c 21.0 85.4 
15956 II II II c 19.7 86.6 
15967 II Tin II 0 26.5 65.8 
15969 II Iron II c 15.0 55.7 

II II II II c 15.8 55.0 
II II II II c 15.4 54.9 
II II II II c 15.6 53.0 
II II II II c 16.0 55.6 
II II Brass Brass c 16.8 56.2 
II II II Iron 0 18.0 57.2 
II II II II 0 17.5 51.7 

15974 Lanceolate (A) Iron Copper c 16.2 56.5 
15975 Lanceolate II - 0 19.2 53.2 

II II II Iron 0 23.0 56.7 
15976 II Copper Copper c 17.0 61.0 

II II Tin II c 16.0 58.5 
II II Copper II c 14.3 62.7 
II Pentagonal Iron Iron c 18.5 60.0 

15977 Lanceolate Copper Copper c 12.4 63.3 
15979 Lanceolate (A) II II 0 19.5 57.5 

II II II II c 13.9 61.5 
II Lanceolate Iron Iron c 17.7 57.2 
II II Tin Copper c 16.7 61.3 

15981 II Iron Iron c 14.7 54.2 
!I II II II c 19.3 -
II II II Copper 0 16.0 61.2 
II II II II 0 20.0 59.8 
II II Tin Iron 0 21.0 58.0 
II Lanceolate (A) Iron Bone 0 19.0 57.0 
II Triangular: 2 spurs Tin Iron 0 20.5 56.7 

15982 Lanceolate Copper Copper 0 29.2 57.5 
15983 II Iron II 0 24.8 63.0 

II II II II 0 25.0 66.8 
15984 II II II 0 19.3 58.8 

1. The symbol A indicates that a blade is asymmetrical in outline (See text). 
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TABLE 18. ARROWS WITH SEPARATE BLADE AND UNBARBED ANTLER 

FORESHAFT (cont.) 

Cat. No. Blade Shape Blade Rivet Tang Head Total 
Mat. Mat. Length Length 

15984 Pentagonal Iron Copper 0 24.0 61.2 
II Lanceolate II II 0 24.0 60.7 

15985 II II II 0 27.7 65.3 
II II II Iron 0 24.4 62.0 
II II II II 0 19.8 63.7 
II II Brass Copper 0 32.0 59.0 

15986 II Copper II c 16.5 58.6 
II II II II c 18.5 60.7 
II II II II c 14.0 55.1 
II II Iron II 0 20.8 60.5 

15987 II Tin II c 14.0 60.5 
II II II II .c 17.5 59.0 
II II II II c 16.5 63.5 
II II II II 0 23.0 65.5 

15988 II II II c 22.1 86.1 
II Lanceolate (A) II II c 21.0 81.2 
II Elliptical II II c 14.7 85.4 
II Pentagonal Iron II c 22.0 85.2 

15989 Lanceolate (A) Copper Iron c 20.9 90.5 
II Lanceolate Iron Copper c 18.2 85.7 

15990 Triangular Brass Brass c 21.5 68.1 
II II II II c 12.1 70.4 
II Lanceolate Iron Copper c 22.4 67.9 
II Pentagonal Iron Copper c 19.0 61.2 
II Lane eo late Tin II 0 22.9 70.2 
II II Iron II c 19.7 72.3 
II Triangular Iron II 0 23.8 69.6 

E1880 Lanceolate II II 0 24.0 67.0 
II Triangular II II 0 24.5 72.7 
II Lanceolate Tin II c 22.0 74.0 
II Triangular (A) Iron II c 19.0 66.0 
II Pentagonal (A) Brass II 0 26.5 69.5 

E1881 Lanceolate Tin Iron 0 22.5 57.8 
II II II II 0 22.0 58.5 
II II Brass II w 21.6 67.0 

E1882 II Tin II c 18.7 64.2 
II II II II c 21.5 63.2 
II Triangular (A) Iron II c 17.5 71.6 

E1883 Lane eo late Copper Copper c 16.6 55.8 
II II Iron II 0 18.5 60.5 
II II Copper II c 14.0 61.7 
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TABLE 18. ARROWS WITH SEPARATE BLADE AND UNBARBED 

ANTLER FORESHAFT (cont.) 

Cat. No. Blade Shape Blade Rivet Tang Head 
Mat. Mat. Length 

E1883 Lanceolate Tin Iron 0 15.1 
II Triangular Copper Copper c 12.3 

E1884 Pentagonal II II c 17.5 
II Lanceolate II ·II 0 27.0 
II Pentagonal (A) Iron Iron c 15.0 
II Lanceolate Brass II 0 21.0 
II II Iron II c 21.5 
II II Brass II c 18.6 
II Lanceolate (A) II II c 15.5 

E1885 Pentagonal II Brass c 17.4 
II Lanceolate Tin Copper c 13.7 
II II Copper II c 17.0 
II II II II c 23.0 

P94 Pentagonal Tin Iron c 17.2 
II Lanceolate Iron II 0 15.8 
II Triangular Brass II 0 15.3 
II II Tin II 0 17.5 

P95 Lanceolate Tin Copper 0 16.1 
P96 II Iron Iron 0 20.0 

II II Tin " 0 19.0 
II II Iron " 0 21.5 
II Elliptical " " 0 17.5 

P97 Lanceolate Iron Copper c 21.1 
II II Bone Bone(2) 0 19.5 
II II Iron Copper c 17.5 
II Pentagonal II Iron c 16.5 
II Lanceolate Brass Copper c 15.3 
II II II II 0 21.5 
II II Copper Iron 0 19.5 

P98 II Iron II 0 22.0 
II II Brass II 0 23.3 

Total 
Length 

56.1 
51.2 
65.8 
67.5 
69.5 
60.0 
62.5 
66.7 
65.3 
66.5 
64.0 

-
68.0 
58.0 
57.5 
58.0 
57.5 
56.5 
58.8 
57.0 
60.0 
56.5 
61.7 
62.2 
58.0 
67.1 
58.0 
61.8 
62.0 
64.5 
63.1 
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As with the arrows of the third type, the majority (25) of the blades are 

lanceolate. In addition, there are 17 triangular and 2 pentagonal blades. Six 

of the blades are asymmetrical and eight have spurs. 

The blades of arrows in this category are made of copper (19), iron (14), 

·brass (9) and bone (2). The rivets which secure the blades are also of cop

per (30), brass (7), iron (5) and bone (2). 

Conical tangs are found on 42 of the heads of this type; oblique tangs are 

found on only two. The observations on arrows of type four are summarized 

in Table 19, 

Arrows of the fourth type seem to have been very common in the Copper 

Eskimo area (Stefansson, ibid,, 88-91, Figs. 32c, 33b and c, 34a, band c, 

35a, b, c and d; Birket-Smith, 1945, Fig. 119). As with the Netsilik spec

imens, the Copper Eskimo examples display all sizes of barbs, both unilat

eral and bilateral. According to Mathiassen (1927b·, 49) this type of arrow 

was not used by contemporaneous Ig·lulik Eskimo. 

There are 16 arrows of the fifth type, having heads of copper or iron. 

In most cases the heads consist of one solid piece of metal. However, in one 

case ( 15924, Fig. 6e) a separate blade has been inserted into a slit in the end 

of the foreshaft and in another (15925, Fig, 6f) a separate blade has been fas

tened with rivets and cleats. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Fig. 5. Arrows with separate blades and barbed foreshafts 
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Table 19. ARROWS WITH SEPARATE BLADE AND BARBED (ANTLER) 
FORE SHAFT 

Cat. Type !No. of Blade Shape Blade Rivet~ng Head Total 
No. of Barb ~arbs Mat. Mat. engU length 

15932 Long 1 Lanceolate Copper Copper c 13.3 67.7 
15933 II 1 II II II c 14.0 67.5 
15934 II 1 II II II 0 18.1 62.4 
15936 Medium 4 Pentagonal:1 spur Bone II c 20.3 89.2 

(bilater.) 
15937 II 2 Lanceolate II Bone c 21.0 76.8 

(bilater.) 
15939 Long 1 Lanceolate:2 spurs Brass Brass c 26.2 68.5 
15941 II 1 Lanceolate II Copper c 16.5 64.5 
15942 II 1 Triangular Iron II c 23.1 85.4 
15943 Medium 1 Lanceolate (A) Copper II c 18.5 64.3 
15946 Long 1 Triangular II II c 14.8 60.6 
15947 Short 2 Lane eo late Iron "&Bone c 18.5 62.3 
15948 II 3 Lanceolate (A) II Iron c 16.8 62.8 
15949 II 4 Triangular II Copper c 24.5 89.0 
15950 II 5 II II II c 21.5 89.0 
15951 II 2 II Brass Brass c 13.0 74.0 
15952 II 3 Pentagonal (A) Iron Copper c 19.4 73.4 
15953 II 5 Triangular (A) II 11 c 21.8 68.2 
15954 Medium 4 Triangular (A) Copper II c 19.8 89.3 
15957 Long 2 Lanceolate Iron 11 c 20.1 62.6 

(bilater.) 
15959 II 2 Lanceolate: 2 spurs 11 Iron c 13.8 53.8 

(bilater.) 
15979 Short 1 Triangular:1 spur Copper Copper c 15.3 59.6 

II Long 1 Lanceolate Iron II c 13.0 59.5 
15980 II 1 II Copper II c 14.7 65.6 

II II 1 Triangular Brass Iron c 22.1 70.2 
II II 1 Lanceolate: 2 spurs II Brass c 25.5 67.5 
11 II 1 Lanceolate:2 spurs II II c 24.0 66.1 
II II 1 Lanceolate: 2 spurs 11 II c 24.9 67.1 
II 11 1 Lanceolate:2 spurs II II c 24.2 66.8 

15984 II 1 Lanceolate Copper Copper c 18.1 61.2 
II II 1 II II 11 0 13.0 66.5 

15986 II 1 II II II c 14.0 66.5 
II II 1 II 11 II c 13.3 67.0 

15988 Short 4 Triangular II - c 20.2 84.1 
II II 4 Triangular (A) 11 Copper c 22.0 86.5 

15989 II 1 Triangular Iron Iron c 23.7 91.5 
II II 4 II 11 Copper c 21.0 90.9 
11 11 2 II 11 11 c 18.7 86.8 

15990 II 3 11 Brass Brass c 21.3 68.2 
11 11 3 II Iron Iron c 18.3 69.5 

P98 Long 1 Lanceolate Copper Copper(2) c 12.0 67.0 
II II 1 Triangular II Copper c 15.0 64.7 
11 II 1 Lane eo late II II c 14.6 61.4 
II II 1 11 II 11 c 18.7 61.0 
11 11 1 II II II c 14.1 67.0 
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On two of the arrows the proximal end of the head fits into a short antler 

socket which is itself attached to the wooden shaft by means of a conical tang. 

In one of these arrows (15927, Fig. 6a) the socket is plain and in the other 

(15958) it has two bilateral barbs of medium length. 

The iron heads outnumber those of copper thirteen to three. The blade 

portion of the head is lanceolate in shape in most (13) cases. However, there 

is one triangular blade, one elliptical, and one double elliptical. The latter 

(15928, Fig. 6d) consists of two elliptical blades joined end to end and twisted 

at right angles to each other. The proximal ends on heads of this type fit 

into a socket in the arrow shaft but they have no differentiated tang. Obser

vations are summarized in Table 20. 

Arrows with metal heads are also very con~mon among the Copper Es

kimo, where they are almost always made from hammered copper (Stefansson, 

ibid., 88-9, Figs. 32a, 35e-j; Birket-Smith, ibid., 168, Fig. 120). The 

Copper Eskimo heads of this type display all the variant forms found among the 

Netsilik specimens, including the type with an intermediate antler socket 

(Stefansson, ibid., Fig. 32d) and the head with the double elliptical blade 

(Rasmussen, 1932, 95). Mathiassen (1928, 56) reports a single iron head 

from the Iglulik, but this specimen is not illustrated. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

Fig. 6. Arrows with heads of iron or copper 
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TABLE 20. ARROWS WITH HEADS OF COPPER OR IRON 

Cat. No. Blade Shape Blade Head Total 
Material Length Length 

15922 Lanceolate Iron 14.5 60.5 
15923 II II 13.3 57.9 
15924 Triangular II 15.7 61.5 
15925 Lanceolate: 2 spurs II 17.8 62.0 
15926 Lanceolate Copper 12.8 54.8 
15927 II Iron 11.4 58.0 
15928 "Double elliptical" Copper 8.8 57.9 
15958 Elliptical II 19.4 73.5 
15968 Lanceolate Iron 13.1 62.0 
15979 II II 15.4 59.8 

II II II 15.8 61.7 
E1885 II II 14.0 64.5 
P94 II II 10.9 55.5 
P95 II II 18.5 59.5 

II II II 14.3 53.5 
II II II 13.4 55.8 

When the Netsilik arrows in the Amundsen collection are compared with 

Iglulik and Copper Eskimo arrows of approximately the same time period, 

they show closer similarity with the latter. Although all the Netsilik types 

have been reported from the Copper Eskimo, only Types 1, 3, and 5 (those 

without barbs) have been reported from the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 56). 

Arrows with barbs have not been used by Iglulik Eskimo during historic times 

(Mathiassen, 1927b, 47-9), 

The arrows in the Amundsen collection also show greater affinity to the 

west in the manner in which the heads are fastened to the shafts. Of the 217 

arrows with differentiated tangs, 137 are of the conical variety, 68 are ob

lique, and 12 are wedge-shaped, Again, all three types of tang have been 

used by the historic Copper Eskimo (McGhee, 1968, 150) but only oblique 

tangs have been used by the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1927b, 46), 

It is interesting to compare the Netsilik material from the Amundsen col

lection with Mathiassen's observations on the material in the Fifth Thule col

lection. Although Mathias sen does not provide quantitative data, he states 

that the conical tang is "generally" used by the Copper and Caribou Eskimo, 

but is found "more rarely" among the Netsilik Eskimo (ibid,, 45), Such a 

statement would not apply to the Amundsen collection, where 63% of all dif

ferentiated tangs are of the conical variety. 



- 74 -

Similarly, Mathias sen states that oblique tangs, which are always used 

by the Iglulik Eskimo, are used "in most cases" by the Netsilik Eskimo. It 

has been already noted that only 68 arrows in the Amundsen collection have 

oblique tangs, which represents a mere 33% of the total sample of arrows 

with differentiated tangs. The incidence of oblique tangs was also low among 

the Copper Eskimo. In the Copper Eskimo sample recovered from the nine

teenth century Kunana site, 19% of the arrows had oblique tangs (McGhee, 

1968, 150). 

Arrowhead Sheaths 

Sheaths for protecting the heads of arrows were fairly common. Although 

usually large enough to cover the heads of a small bundle of arrows (e.g. 

15969, Fig. 7a) there is one specimen (15966, Fig,, 7b) which is designed to 

cover a single head. 

The arrowhead sheaths are made of a wide variety of materials. In

cluded in the sample of 21 are eight of caribou fur, four of depilated sealskin, 

four of fish skin, three of depilated caribou skin, one of seal fur and one of 

ermine fur. On all of the fur sheaths except that of ermine the fur side has 

been turned in. 

a, b. 

Fig. 7. Arrowhead sheaths 
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On most of the sheaths the opening is cut on an oblique angle so that the 

proximal end comes to a point, To this point is attached a string of sinew 

which is wrapped around the arrow bundle, On one specimen (E1881) the 

open end has two pointed flaps, each with its own sinew string, and on two 

(15966 and 15967) the open end has been cut off straight. Three of the sheaths 

(15979, 15983 and E1881) have a thin edging of dark skin sewn around the bor

der of the opening, 

TABLE 21. ARROWHEAD SHEATHS 

Cat. No. Material Length 

15966 Caribou fur 12.5 
15967 Fish skin 23 
15968 Caribou fur 16 
15969 Fish skin 18 
15976 Ermine fur 20 
15977 Seal fur 20.7 
15978 Caribou skin 30.1 
15979 Caribou fur 20.5 
15980 Caribou skin 25 
15981 Sealskin 19.5 
15982 II 14 
15983 Caribou fur 28 
15984 II II 15.5 
15985 Sealskin 15 
15986 Caribou skin 16 
15990 Caribou fur 28 
E1881 Fish skin 21.5 
E1885 Caribou fur 19 
P95 Fish skin 22 
P96 Sealskin 21 
P97 Caribou fur 21 

Sheaths of this type have been reported from other Netsilik collections 

(Birket-Smith, 1945, 54) but not those of the Copper or Iglulik Eskimo, 

Bow Cases 

The collection contains 24 bow cases, Sixteen of these are of seal fur 

with the hairy side in, four are of depilated sealskin, two are of depilated 

caribou skin and two are of fish skin, Most of, the cases have a single seam 

running from the bottom of the case to the bottom of the obliquely cut opening 

at the top, On seven specimens the border of the opening has a thin edging 

r..f .-:1.-. ...... lr clrin 
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Eight of the cases have a thin handle of wood and two have a flat bone 

handle. Most of the handles are undecorated, but one of the wooden handles 

(15984, Fig. 8b) has a simple decoration of incised lines at each end and one 

of the bone handles (15982, Fig. 9b) has an incised design of theY motif. 

The latter is almost identical with that used by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 

ibid., 50, Fig. 5; Jenness, ibid., 128, Fig. 158). 

Seven of the bow cases have carrying straps of fur or sinew, six have a 

small tool bag fastened to the side, and four have a separate quiver for ar

rows. The tool bags and quivers are usually of the same material as the bow 

case itself. There are two loose quivers of depilated sealskin; one (El880) 

is 57 em. and the other (P98) is 63.5 em. 

Similar bow cases, many with attached quivers and tool bags, have been 

reported from both the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, ibid., 87, Fig. 31; 

Rasmussen, 1932, 94; Birket-Smith, ibid., 163, Fig. 117) and the Iglulik 

(Parry, 1824, 550; Mathiassen, 1928, 58, Fig. 28). 

b. 

Fig. 8. Netsilingmiut bow cases 

~~ 
1~ili r I 

I 
\ 

b. 

·Fig. 9. Ugjulingmiut bow cases 



- 77 -

TABLE 22. BOW CASES 

Cat. Material Handle Edging Strap Tool Quiver Length Length 
No. Bag of of 

Handle Case 

15974 Seal fur Wood Dark skin Fur 15 - 14.6 91 
15975 II II Wood - - 10 - 13.5 87 
15976 Sealskin - - - - - - 95 
15977 Seal fur Wood - Fur - - 17.7 105 
15978 Caribou skin - - - - - - 118.5 
15979 Seal fur Wood - - - 56.5 11.3 87 
15980 Caribou skin - - Sinew - - - 96 
15981 Seal fur - - - - - - 91 
15982 II II Antler - - 36 - 10.1 93.5 
15983 II II - - Fur - - - 93.7 
15984 II II Wood - - 13 - 16 93 
15985 Fish skin - Sealskin Sinew - - - 96 
15986 Seal fur - Dark skin Sinew - - - 102 
15987 11 II Antler - - 16.5 - 14 100 
15988 II II - - - - 80 - 105 
15989 Seal skin Wood - - - 79 17.7 127 
15990 Seal fur Wood Dark skin - 21 62 17.5 102.5 
E1881 II II - - - - - - 78 
E1882 II " - - - - - - 91 
E1883 Seal skin - - - - - - 88.5 
E1884 II II Wood Dark skin - - 17.6 98 
P94 Seal fur Dark skin Fur & - - - 91 -

sinew 
P95 Fish skin - Dark skin - - - 92 
P96 Seal fur - - - - - - 89 

Sinew Twisters 

There are six sinew twisters; three (15881, E1876 and P108) of antler, 

two (15882 and 15883) of ivory, and one (15884) of hardwood, They are all 

oval in cross- section with the ends curving in opposite directions (see 15881, 

Fig. 10). One specimen (15882) has a small hole drilled in each end. The 

lengths are 10.5 em. (15881), 10.8 em. (15882), 9,5 em. (15883), 9,3 em. 

(15884), 10.3 em. (E1876) and 11 em. (P108). They are similar to sinew 

twisters of the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 94, Fig. 39a; Birket-Smith, 

1945, 170, Figs. 123 and 124; Jenness, 1946, 130, Fig. 164) and thelglulik 

(Boas, 1901, 83, Fig. 115a; Mathiassen, 1928, 58, Fig, 30,1). 
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Marline Spikes 

There is a marline spike (15694) of ivory, 17.8 em, in length. It is 

flattened oval in cross- section and has four notches along each side of the 

grip portion (Fig. 11a). It also has a suspension hole. 

This flat type of marline spike is similar to those of the Copper Eskimo 

(Stefansson, 1914, 94, Fig. 39a; Birket-Smith, 1945, 169, Fig. 122a, b, e, 

f; Jenness, 1946, 130, Fig, 163; McGhee, 1968, 130, Fig. 26). The mar

line spikes of the Iglulik are round in cross-section (Boas, 1901, 83, Fig, 

115b; Mathiassen, 1928, 58, Fig. 30. 2). 

Feather Setters 

Two bone implements, 6,1 em, (15737) and 7. 7 em, (15740) in length, 

bear a close resemblance to the feather setters used by the Copper Eskimo 

(Birket-Smith, 1945, 169, Fig, 122e; Jenness, 1946, 131, Fig, 166). Both 

have been grooved and cut off obliquely at one end, Similar implements have 

not been reported from the Iglulik. 

Fig. 10. Sinew twisters Fig. 11. Marline spike and bone skewer 
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Cutting Board 

A flat piece of wood (16076, Fig, 12) is similar in both shape and size 

to a Copper Eskimo cutting board for arrow feathers (Rasmussen, 1932, 94). 

The Netsilik specimen is 15. 8 em. long and has a small hole near the wide 

end, A slightly different style of cutting board, with a handle at one end, has 

been reported from the Copper Eskimo (Jenness, 1946, 131, Fig, 165) and 

the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 58, Fig. 29), 

Caribou Lances 

There are thirteen lances of the type used for spearing caribou from 

kayaks. Seven of these are complete, while a part of the shaft is missing 

from the remaining six. 

All of the lances have wooden shafts and all but 15999 have iron blades. 

The latter has a blade of brass. In addition, all but three specimens (15647, 

15994 and 15999) have a fixed foreshaft of antler. 

On the lances with antler foreshafts the blade usually fits into a slit in 

the distal end of the fore shaft and is fastened by iron or copper rivets (e.g. 

15997, Plate 8). On the single exception (16000, Plate 8) the proximal end 

of the blade narrows into a long tang which fits into a socket in the foreshaft. 

Fig. 12. Cutting board 
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On the three lances which do not have antler foreshafts the blade is at

tached by means of a pair of cleats which are ri vetted to both the blade and 

the wooden shaft. The cleats consist of copper strips in two cases (15647 

and 15999) and iron strips in one case (15994). All blades are lanceolate in 

shape. 

The antler foreshafts have a V cleft in the proximal end in all but three 

cases. The wooden shaft is fastened into this cleft with copper rivets. The 

three exceptions are attached by means of an oblique scarf which is fastened 

with copper rivets in one case (15996) and with sinew lashings in the others 

(15995 and 16001). 

The wooden shaft is usually made up of several separate pieces which 

are joined with a V splice or oblique scarf and fastened with blood glue. On 

two of the lances which lack the antler fore shaft ( 1564 7 and 15993) the distal 

section of the shaft is made of hardwood. Otherwise the shafts are of soft

wood. 

All but two of the complete lances (15995 and 15996) have a row of notches 

cut into both sides of the shaft at the butt end. The number of notches varies 

from three to five pairs. One lance (15995) has a ferrule of antler. 

The average length of the complete lances is 186 em. The observations 

on individual lances are summarized in Table 23. 

TABLE 23. CARIBOU LANCES 

Cat. No. Blade Attachment Fore shaft Butt Length1 
Attachment Notches 

15647 Copper cleats - - 16.2* 
15992 Slit and rivet V cleft - 147.5* 
15993 II II II II II - 181* 
15994 Iron cleats - 5 pairs 193 
15995 Slit and 2 rivets Oblique scarf - 149 
15996 II II rivet II II - 192.3 
15997 II II II V cleft 3 pairs 193.5 
15999 Copper cleats - - 46.7* 
16000 Socket and tang V cleft - 52.8* 
16001 Slit and rivet Oblique scarf - 95.7* 
E1863 II II II V cleft 3 pairs 193 
E1864 II II II II II 4 pairs 191 
P102 II II II II II 4 pairs 190 

1 . Lengths marked with an asterisk are incomplete owing to the fact that 
all or part of the shaft has been broken off. 
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Caribou lances have been reported from the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 

1945, 171, Fig, 125; Jenness, 1946, Fig, 175) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 

1928, 59, Fig, 31). However, the number of specimens from the latter is 

much too limited to permit detailed comparison between the three groups, 

Stiletto 

There are three objects which bear some resemblance to arrow heads, 

but which were probably used as stabbing instruments. They may have been 

used on wounded caribou, in a manner similar to the stiletto of the Caribou 

Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 56). 

On one of the specimens (15963) the antler head, which is 21.9 em, long, 

has been lashed with caribou thong to a softwood handle, The head, which 

may have been taken from an arrow, has a lanceolate blade of iron secured 

with a copper rivet, It also has a conical tang, although this no longer has 

a function since the entire proximal half of the head has been set into a groove 

in the handle. The total length of the stiletto is 3 7 em. 

The other two specimens lack the wooden handle but cannot be arrow 

heads because they lack any type of tang (Fig. 13). Also, they are much 

heavier than arrow heads, One of them (15965) has a blade of dark green 

jade secured with a bone rivet and the other (15964) has a bone blade secured 

with a copper rivet. The lengths are 27 em, and 29,3 em. respectively. 

Fig. 13. Stiletto 
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Drag Line 

There is a line of seal thong, 6, 5 m. long, with a 7 em, wooden toggle 

at one end and an iron ring at the other. This may possibly have been used 

for dragging dead caribou ashore with the kayak (Cf, Birket-Smith, 1945, 

56), 

Handle for Blood Bag 

There is one thin bone handle (15686) of the type commonly used to carry 

bags containing caribou blood (Birket-Smith, 1945, 171), It is slightly curved 

and has a hole in each end for the attachment of a piece of braided sinew, 

The handle is 12,5 em, and the braided sinew 31 em, Similar handles have 

been reported from the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, ibid,, 171, Fig. 126; 

Jenness, 1946, 130, Fig, 162) but not from the Iglulik. 

Bone Skewers 

In the tool bag of an Ugjulingmiut bow case (15974) there is a round bone 

implement with a flattened head (15880, Fig. llb), This implement is iden

tical with the bone skewers which the Copper Eskimo also carried in the tool 

bags of their bow cases and which were used to pin up the carcasses of cari

bou (Jenness, 1946, 132, Fig, 132), The length of this specimen is 15.9 em. 

In another tool bag (E1903) there is an implement which might be an un

finished meat skewer, This specimen is 19 em, long and differs from 15 880 

in having a unilateral projection at the head, It is very similar to the Copper 

Eskimo meat skewer illustrated by Birket-Smith (1945, 172, Fig, 127), Sim

ilar skewers have not been reported from the Iglulik. 

Bone Pins 

There are two bone pins with sharp points and slightly enlarged heads, 

They are 11.8 em, (15710) and 12.7 em, (15711) long, and they resemble 

some of the bone pins which were used by the Copper Eskimo to close the 

caribou stomachs in which they stored blood (Stefansson, 1914, 110, Fig. 

62; Jenness, 1946, 133, Fig, 168; McGhee, 1968, 130, Fig, 26), 
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Harpoons 

The collection contains 20 harpoons and 18 harpoon heads. These are 

all of the type used for hunting seals at breathing-holes. Since the heads are 

missing from some harpoons, and since there are some extra heads which 

are not specifically identified with particular harpoons, these two classes of 

artifacts will be discussed separately. All the heads which belong to specific 

harpoons can be readily identified, since they share a common catalogue num

ber with the latter. 

The harpoon fore shaft is made of antler in fifteen cases, iron in four 

cases, and one fore shaft is missing. The antler foreshafts all consist of a 

single piece which is round in cross-section and tapers toward the distal end. 

The iron foreshafts also consist of a single piece, with one exception 

(16031a). The latter is made of two separate pieces of iron rod which have 

been fastened by an oblique scarf and sinew lashing. The two-piece fore

shaft is round in cross- section, while those of one piece are flattened on the 

sides. 

Plate 9. Sealing and fishing implements. Left to right: harpoon head (16032), 
harpoon head (16028), proximal end of harpoon (16028) showing at
tachment of ice pick, distal end of harpoon ( 16032) showing fore
shaft and socket piece, distal end of fish leister (16007) and distal 
end of fish harpoon (16002). 
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The proximal end of the foreshaft fits into a socket with a depth of ap

proximately three or four centimetres. In one specimen ( 16029) this socket 

has been cut directly into the distal end of the shaft, while in all others there 

is a separate socket piece (e. g. 16032, Plate 9). 

The socket piece, which is made of antler, is roughly round in cross

section and is widened slightly at the distal end. At the proximal end it nor

mally has a deep V cleft for attachment to the main shaft, but there are three 

socket pieces (16025, 16027, 16036) which fasten by means of a simple oblique 

scarf. In most cases the attachment is secured with copper rivets, although 

a few have been secured with iron and bone rivets and a few with sinew lash

ings. 

The main part of the shaft consists of wood in thirteen cases and antler 

in seven. Some shafts are made of a single piece; pthers are of two or three 

pieces fastened by V splices or oblique scarfs. On all the complete shafts 

the proximal end has been cut obliquely for the attachment of the ice pick. 

The ice pick, which is made of antler, is secured to the shaft by a lash

ing of thong or braided sinew (see 16028, Plate 9), In some cases this lash

ing passes once through a single hole near the distal end of the pick. The 

picks are slightly curved and narrow to a pointed butt in all but one case. On 

the latter specimen (16035) the butt end of the pick consists of an iron spike 

which has been let into a socket. 

All the harpoons have an assembling line which is made of thong in 13 

cases and braided sinew in 12. The line passes through holes near both ends 

of the shaft where it is secured with a knot or winding. Sometimes it is also 

secured near the middle of the shaft by means of a half-hitchoraseparate 

lashing, 

In Table 24 the measurements in the total length column include every

thing but the harpoon head, The foreshaft length is measured only from the 

tip to the point where the fore shaft enters the socket piece. 

The typical Netsilik breathing-hole harpoon is identical with those used 

by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, ibid., 53, Fig, 3; Jenness, ibid,, 115, 

Fig, 139), They differ, however from traditional Iglulik harpoons whichhave 

very short socket pieces and separate finger rests (Parry, 1824, 172; 

Mathiassen, 1928, 40, Fig, 11). 
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TABLE 24. HARPOONS 

Cat. Fore shaft Shaft Assembling Fore shaft Ice Pick Total 
No. Material Material Line Length Length Length1 

--

16021 Antler Wood Thong 37 31.3 175 
16022 II II II 40.8 20.7 165 
16023 II Antler II 43.2 26.5 180 
16024 II Wood II 47.4 24.1 197.5 
16025 II II II 39.8 30 171 
16026 II II II 26.5 17.5 164 
16027 II Antler II 50.6 21 181 
16028 II Wood Sinew 42 34.5 168.5 
16029 II Antler Thong 50 34.9 169.5 
16030 II Wood Sinew 41.5 15 164 
16031a Iron II II 75.3 - *162 
16032 Antler II Thong 30.5 - *144.2 
16033 Iron Antler Sinew 31.7 - *130.7 
16034 II II Thong 79.2 16.8 150.5 
16035 Antler II II 41.6 6 158.3 
16036 - Wood Sinew - - *160 
16037 Iron Wood Thong 24.2 - *164.5 
E1865 Antler Antler Sinew 35.2 - *142.9 
P100 II Wood II 72.5 22 170.5 
P101 II Wood Thong 55.2 23 185 

1 . Lengths marked with an asterisk are incomplete owing to the fact that 
the ice pick is missing. 

Harpoon Heads 

All eighteen harpoon heads are "thin" according to the definition pro

posed by Mathiassen (1927b, 12) and all have closed shaft sockets. None 

have barbs. 

Most of the heads ( 14) have a separate blade which is set into a slit par

allel to the line hole and secured with a rivet, usually of copper. Of these 

heads 10 have stems of antler, 2 of iron and 2 of copper. The separate blades 

are of iron on 12 heads and of brass on 2. 

The remaining 4 harpoon heads are made of one solid piece of material; 

three are antler and one iron. The distal end has been sharpened to form a 

blade edge which is parallel to the line hole on two of the heads (E 1865 and 

P100) but at right angles to the line hole on the other two (16035 and 16038). 

The blade shape is lanceolate in 7 cases, triangular in 6 cases, and pen-
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tagonal in 5 cases, Two of the blades (16031b and 16033) have spurs, On the 

former the two spurs are of different sizes; on the latter they are identical. 

Nine of the harpoon heads have single spurs (e.g. 16032, Plate 9) and 

the remaining nine have double spurs (e.g, 16028, Plate 9), The proximal 

edge of the spurs can be described as flat on eight heads, rounded on five and 

pointed on five. In addition, eight of the spurs have small notches cut along 

their edge, 

Five of the antler heads (16025, 16028, 1603lb, 16036 and 16038) have 

a sinew reinforcement lashing around the base of the socket. On 1603 8 the 

sinew is set into a shallow groove while on the remaining four there are 

drilled lashing holes. 

The harpoon line is made of a combination of thong and sinew in nine 

cases, sinew alone in 5 cases and thong alone in one case. On those lines 

consisting of a combination of materials, the thong portion usually consists 

of a relatively short section which passes through the line hole in the harpoon 

head, There is only one exception (16030) in which the sinew forms the dis

tal section and the thong the proximal section. 

Some of the braided thong lines are round and some are flat. According 

to Amundsen (1908, II, 38) only the latter were used by the "crack hunter". 

Observations on harpoon heads are presented in Table 25. 

All of the harpoon heads belong to the category which Mathiassen (1927b, 

12) refers to as AU, and which includes all thin heads \vith closed shaft sock

ets and one or two spurs, Within this category there are twelve specimens 

of type AIIcl, having inserted end blades which are parallel to the line hole, 

and four specimens of type Alia, having neither barbs nor inserted blades. 

These two types are also the most prevalent in Copper Eskimo collections 

(Jenness, 1946, 116; Birket-Smith, 1945, 172-3). 

Among the Iglulik most heads for ice-hunting harpoons appear to belong 

to the flat category which Mathiassen (ibid,) calls BII. In a collection of five 

such heads only one is of type Airel (Mathiassen, 1928, 39, Fig. 10:12)while 

the remaining four are of type BUb (ibid,, Fig, 10:11, 13, 14, 15), 

The harpoon of the Copper and Netsilik Eskimo also differs from that of 

the Iglulik with respect to the construction of the line. Whereas the harpoon 

line of the former groups is either entirely or partially of braided sinew, 

that of the Iglulik is entirely of seal thong (Mathiassen, 1928, 38), In addi

tion, the Netsilik and Copper Eskimo harpoon lines lack the elaborate buckles 



TABLE 25. HARPOON HEADS 

Cat. No. Stem Blade Blade Shape [No. of Type of 
Material Material l5purs Spur1 

16021 Antler Iron Triangular 1 Pointed 
16022 " " Pentagonal 1 Rounded 
16023 Iron Brass II 2 Flat (N) 
16025 Antler Iron II 2 Flat 
16026 II II II 1 Rounded 
16028 II II Lanceolate 2 Pointed (N) 
16030 II II Triangular 2 Pointed 
16031A Iron II II 2 Flat (N) 
16031B Antler II Pentagonal(2 spurs 1 Flat 
16032 II Brass Lanceolate 1 Pointed 
16033 Copper Iron Triangular(2 spurs 2 Flat 
16035 Antler - Lanceolate 1 Rounded 
16036 II Iron II 2 Flat 
16038 II - II 1 Rounded 
16040 Copper Iron Triangular 2 Flat 
16081 Antler II II 1 Pointed 
E1865 Iron - Lanceolate 2 Flat 
PlOO Antler - 1l 1 Rounded 
- -- --····---- - --~L---

1. The symbol N indicates that the base of the spur is notched. 

Line Material 

Thong + sinew (flat) 
II II II 

II II II 

Sinew (round) 
Thong + sinew (round) 

II II II 

II II II 

Thong + sinew (flat) 
-

Thong 
Sinew (round) 

-
Sinew (flat) 

-
Thong + sinew (flat) 

II II II 

Sinew (round) 
1l 1l 

Length 

8.2 
9.3 
8.5 

10.3 
10.1 

7.8 
7.6 
7.7 
9.8 
9.1 
6.6 
6.8 
7.8 
9.4 
7.6 
8.5 
6.0 

12.6 

00 
-.J 
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and stoppers which are usually found on Iglulik lines (ibid. , 3 9, Figs. 8 

and 9). 

Harpoon Rests 

There are four pairs of harpoon rests, all of wood. They are pointed at 

the bottom and widen toward the top where there is a rounded notch. This 

notch is lined with bird 's down in one pair of rests (P83) and with fur in the 

remaining three, The lengths of the rests are 25 em. (16074), 32.5 em. 

(16075), 34,2 em. (16081) and 29.2 em, (P83), 

Each pair of rests is contained in a sheath which consists of a belt of fur 

sewn with the hair side in. The sheaths also contain two or three wound pins 

which are inserted into small horizontal slits (see Fig. 14). Harpoon rests 

of similar type are also reported from the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 

ibid,, 176, Fig. 135b) and the Iglulik (Mathiass~n, ibid,, 41-3, Fig. 12.1 

and Fig, 14). 

Fig. 14. Harpoon rests 
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Breathing-hole Searchers 

There are sixteen breathing-hole searchers. All have a thin antler rod 

which has a circular cross- section throughout the greater part of its length 

but which, in most cases, is flattened and widened near the proximal end. 

One of the searchers (16057) has a two-piece rod joined in the middle with an 

oblique scarf and three copper rivets. 

Most of the searchers have a flattened knob on the proximal end. The 

knobs, which are bored in the centre to fit on the rod, are made of antler (5 

cases), bone (2), horn (2) and wood (1). Most are rectangular in outline but 

two are roughly oval and two are circular. 

Two of the searchers (16046 and 16057) have small ferrules of horn at 

the distal end and one has been bored for a ferrule but the latter is now mis

sing. The remainder have plain, slightly rounded tips. The total lengths, 

which vary from 68 em. to 84 em., are presented in Table 26. 

Table 26. BREATHING-HOLE SEARCHERS 

Cat. No. Knob Material Knob Shape Length 

16042 Bone Rectangular 81 
16044 - - 79.8 
16046 Bone Rectangular 78.5 
16049 Horn Oval 76.2 
16050 Antler Rectangular 78.5 
16051 II II 84 
16052 - - 70.5 
16053 - - 78 
16054 - - 76 
16055 - - 68 
16057 Antler Circular 75 
16058 II Rectangular 74 
16066 II II 82 
16069 Wood II 70 
E1879 Horn Circular 70 
P104 Antler Oval 78 

Breathing-hole searchers of similar type have been reported from both 

the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, ibid., 174, Fig. 131; Stefansson, ibid., 

49, Fig. 1) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 44, Fig. 16). 
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Breathing-hole Scoops 

There are fourteen scoops of the type used to clear ice and snow from 

the breathing-holes during seal hunting (Amundsen, 1908, I, 300; II, 29, 33), 

Four of the scoops (15606, 15607, 15608 and E1843) are made entirely of 

musk-ox horn (Cf. Birket-Smith, 1945, 63, Fig. 26a, b). The remainder 

have bowls of musk-ox horn, but the handles are usually of antler (6 cases) 

or of wood (2 cases), One handle (15610) consists of two pieces, the distal 

one horn and the proximal antler, joined with a V scarf and iron rivets, 

In most cases the handle is attached directly to the bowl or to a short 

extension at the rear of the bowl (Cf. Birket-Smith, ibid,, 63, Fig, 26c). 

However, in one case (P60) the extension of the bowl is so long that it forms 

the entire distal half of the handle, The separate handle piece is usually fas

tened by braided sinew, but on three scoops is fastened by bone, iron and 

copper rivets, 

All of the complete handles terminate in a point at the butt end. Two of 

the handles (15607 and 15613) have a suspension loop of thong, one (15606) 

has a suspension loop of braided sinew, and two (15608 and 15609) have holes 

for suspension loops, although the loops themselves are missing, The ob

servations on the breathing-hole scoops are summarized in Table 27. 

TABLE 27. BREATHING-HOLE SCOOPS 

Cat. No. Handle Material Handle Attachment Length1 

15606 Horn - 41.8 
15607 II - 41.2 
15608 II - 35.3 
15609 Antler Sinew 47o6 
15610 Horn + antler " 37o8 
15611 Antler " 3402 
15612 II Iron + copper rivets 30o9 
15613 II Copper rivets 26o7* 
15614 Wood Sinew 35o5 
15615 - " 15o0* 
16081 Antler " 37o2 
E1843 Horn - 31.3 
E1844 Wood Sinew 32 
P60 Antler Bone rivets 39 

1 o An asterisk indicates that the measurement is incomplete o On 15613 the 
handle has been broken near the butt and on 15615 the handle is missing o 
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Breathing-hole scoops of the same type were also used by the Copper 

Eskimo (Birket-Smith, ibid,, 174, Fig, 132; Jenness, 1946, 119, Fig. 144). 

Seal Indicators 

The collection contains fifteen seal indicators of the needle type (Amundsen, 

1908, II, 35) and four of the down type (ibid,, 34), On three of the down in

dicators (16072, 16073, PllO) the anchor, which is from 5-6 em. long, is 

of a single piece of thick caribou sinew (See Fig, 15b), The other down indi

cator (16081) has a two-piece anchor which is 7, 2 em, long and is made of 

antler (See Fig. 15a), All of the anchors are attached to a ball of white bird 

down with a sinew thread, 

The needle indicators are made of antler (11) or of iron wire (4), Al

though seven of the indicators are made of one solid piece of antler, the re

maining eight have been fitted with a separate head of either antler ( 4) or 

horn (4), The head of the indicator, whether separate or not, is wide at the 

top and has a hole for the attachment of the sinew thread which joins the 

needle with the anchor, 

The anchor, which is still attached to eight of the indicators, is made of 

antler. Most of the anchors have two holes to receive the sinew thread but 

one (E1875) has a single hole and one (16081) has none, Although the anchors 

show considerable variation in shape most of them are notched at one end and 

either pointed or rounded at the other (Fig, 16a-c), However, the anchor of 

16059 is rounded at both ends (Fig, 16d) and that of P76 is notched at both 

ends, 

Fig. 15. Seal indicators of the down type 
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On three of the antler needles (15684, 16061 and 16070) there is a small 

disc of horn or antler on the distal end (Fig. 16a). Since this disc is merely 

jammed into place without glue it seems probable that several have been lost 

from the other indicators. 

All of the wire indicators have a wooden case to prevent them from be

coming bent (Fig. 16d). Each case consists of two long pieces which have 

been grooved to make a channel for the wire and then lashed together with 

sinew thread. The cases have handles which are made of thong (16059), ant

ler (16060), wood (16064) or wire (16067). 

Seal indicators of the needle type have been reported from both the Cop

per Eskimo (Birket-Smith, ibid., 175, Fig. 133; Jenness, ibid., 119, Fig. 

145; Stefansson, ibid., 49, Fig. 2 and 3) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 

44, Fig. 15; Parry, 1824, 550, Fig. 20). Those of the down type have been 

reported only from the Copper Eskimo (Jenness, 1922, 113). 

Fig. 16. Seal indicators of the needle type 
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TABLE 28. SEAL INDICATORS OF THE NEEDLE TYPE 

Cat. No. Needle Head Anchor Total 
Material Material Length Length 

15684 Antler - - 44.3 
16059 Iron wire Antler 13 83.4 
16060 II II II 11.1 70.4 
16061 Antler Horn - 49.5 
16062 II - - 77.5 
16063 II - - 45.1 
16064 Iron wire Antler - 85.2 
16065 Antler Horn - 42.1 
16067 Iron Wire Antler - 81.0 
16068 Antler - 12.1 39.2 
16070 II Horn 13.5 49.8 
16071 II Antler 23 .1 88.2 
16081 II - 10.7 45 
E1875 II - 15 42 
P76 II - 11.6 44.4 

t_____ 

Wound Pins 

There are thirteen wound plugs of the slender pin type (Amundsen, 1908, 

II, 41). The pins, which have an enlarged head at one end and are pointed at 

the tip, are either triangular (5), rhomboid (4), flattened oval (3) or round 

(1) in cross-section, They are made of antler (4), horn (4), bone (3) or 

wood (2). 

All but three of the wound pins are stored in the skin sheaths of harpoon 

rests (See Fig, 14). Of the three "loose" pins (15738, 15739 and 16077) the 

two longest are slightly curved and resemble a Netsilik specimen which is 

said to be especially for closing the cut in the seal's belly (Birket-Smith, 

ibid,, 65, Fig, 27c). The lengths, which vary from 8,1 to 18,3 em,, are 

presented in Table 29. 

Similar wound pins have been reported from both the Copper Eskimo 

(Stefansson, ibid., 53, Fig. 7; Birket-Smith, ibid,, 176, Fig. 135; Jenness, 

1946, 120-1, Figs. 147-8) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 42, Figs. 13.4 

and 13,5). However, neither the Netsilik nor the Copper Eskimo seem to 

have used wound plugs of the screw type sometimes employed by the Iglulik 

(Mathiassen, 1928, 42, Fig. 13. 3). 
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TABLE 29. WOUND PINS 

Cat. No. Material Cross- Section Length 

15738 Bone Rhomboid 18.3 
15739 II Oval 18.1 
16074 Antler Triangular 16. 

II II Rhomboid 8.1 
16075 Wood Round 13.8 

II II Oval 13. 
II Bone Triangular 10.2 

16077 Antler II 10.5 
16081 Horn II 16.4 

II II Rhomboi~ 8.4 
II II II 11. 

P83 II Oval 15.8 
II Antler Triangular 9.6 

Breathing-hole Screens 

There are four screens of the type used to keep snow from blowing into 

seals' breathing-holes (Amundsen, 1908, II, 34). These are shaped like the 

frustum of a cone and are from 6-9 em. high (See Fig. 17). They are of 

light depilated sealskin and are decorated with two dark skin strips, one near 

the bottom and one near the top. On one of the screens (16081) the dark 

strips are merely sewn on top of the light background but on the others (16078, 

16079 and E1877) they consist of true inserts. There is an undecorated 

breathing-hole screen in the Netsilik collection of the Fifth Thule Expedition 

(Birket-Smith, ibid,, 61, Fig, 25e) but similar devices have not been re

ported from the Copper Eskimo or the lglulik. 
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Hunting Bags 

There are four hunting bags of the type used to carry sealing implements. 

One bag (16083) is made of fox fur and the others of caribou fur. The bag of 

fox fur has the hair side out, while one of the caribou fur bags (16082) has 

the hair out and two (16081 and P57) have the hair in. All of the bags are 

made of a single piece of fur which is sewn up the sides. The carrying strap, 

which is of braided sinew (16081 and 16082) or of part sinew and part thong 

(16083 and P57), is attached near the upper corners. 

At the time of acquisition one of the bags (16081) contained a pair of har

poon rests with three wound pins, a spare harpoon head, a breathing-hole 

screen, a breathing-hole scoop and seal indicators of both needle and down 

types. Another (P57) contained a pair of harpoon rests with two wound pins 

(P83), a breathing-hole scoop (P60), and seal indicators of the down (PllO) 

and needle (P76) types. 

The dimensions of the hunting bags (length and width) are 26 x 39 em. 

(16081), 35 x 35 em. (16082), 30 x 30 em. (16083) and 25 x 29 em. (P57). 

Similar fur hunting bags have also been reported from the Copper Eskimo 

(Birket-Smith, ibid., 177, Fig. 136) but the lglulik seemed to carry most of 

their sealing implements on a thong line (Mathiassen, 1928, 41, Fig. 12). 

Dog Leash 

According to Amundsen the men who hunted for breathing-holes took with 

them a dog on a line of caribou skin (Amundsen, 1908, II, 30). Only one of 

the skin lines in the collection (16111) appears to be of caribou hide, and 

therefore it is possible that it was intended for such a dog leash. The line 

is 107 em. long and approximately 1.5 em. thick and has a loop atbothends. 

Fish Leisters 

There are eight fish leisters, but on six of these the proximal end of the 

wooden shaft is either broken or has a scarfing face and therefore must have 

formerly been longer. The side prongs, which are lashed to the shaft with 

braided sinew, thong, babiche or string, are made of musk-ox horn on five 

leisters and antler on the remaining three. Near the end of each prong there 

is an inserted barb, pointing in and to the rear. Although these barbs are 
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mostly of iron one specimen has antler barbs and another has one barb of 

antler and one of iron. 

The centre spike, which is held in a shallow groove by the same lashing 

that secures the prongs, is made of iron in five cases, antler in two, and 

bone in one. The wooden shafts are usually made up of short pieces joined 

with oblique or V scarfs, but the longest shaft in the collection consists of a 

single long piece of wood. 

The two complete leisters measure 291 em. and 294 em. Observations 

on the leisters are presented in Table 30. 

TABLE 30. FISH LEISTERS 

Cat. No. Prongs Side Barbs Centre Spike Length 

16007 Horn Iron Bone 47. 5 (incomplete) 
16008 Antler Antler Antler 30 ( II ) 
16009 Horn Antler and iron Iron 291 
16010 II Iron II 294 
16011 Antler II II 223. 5 (incomplete) 
E1858 II II II 271 ( II 

E1859 Horn II Antler 46 ( II 

P99 II II Iron 288 ( II 

This type of leister was used by both the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 

1914, 83, Fig. 27; Birket-Smith, 1945, Fig. 137; Jenness, 1946, 112, Fig. 

134a) and the lglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 66, Fig, 36). However, neither the 

Netsilik nor Iglulik seem to have used the "trident" form of fish spear which 

was commonly employed by the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 179, 

Fig. 138a; Jenness, 1946, 112, Fig. 134b). 

Fish Lures 

) 
) 
) 

There are four fish lures of the type used in conjunction with the leister 

(Amundsen, 1908, I, 238). Each lure consists of several small objects of 

bone and antler fastened in a cluster with a metal sinker. On two of the lures 

(16014, Fig, 18b and E1860) the sinker consists of a lead ball with a line hole 

through the centre, on one (16012, Fig. 18c) it consists of a roughly rectan

gular piece of bronze with a line hole near the end, and on one (16013, Fig, 

18a) it consists of a piece of lead wrapped in a small skin bag. All the lines 

are of braided sinew except one (E1860), which is of cotton cord, 
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Three of the lures (16012, 16013 and E1860) are suspended from a wooden 

handle, one of which has finger notches cut into the grip (Fig, 18a). Two of 

the handles (16012 and 16013) have a sharp bone point lashed into a groove in 

the distal end, The handles vary in length from 32 em. to 38.1 em. Fish 

lures were also employed by the Copper Eskimo (Jenness, 1949, 110, Fig, 

131) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 67, Fig, 38.1). 

Fish Harpoons 

There are five fish harpoons of the type which was used to harpoon sal

mon during the summer months (Amundsen, n.d., 24,4,05), These have 

long antler heads which are round in cross- section and come to a point at the 

distal end. At the proximal end is a closed socket and slightly fore ward of 

the socket is a hole to receive the short line of thong or sinew which fastens 

to the shaft (See 16002, Plate 9), 

The harpoon heads have from three to seven barbs which are usually bi

lateral, but on one specimen they are unilateral. On two of the harpoons the 

barbs have been carved from separate pieces of antler and set into small 

holes which are drilled into the head, 

All of the harpoons have a small antler foreshaft which has an oblique 

scarf at the base and is lashed or nailed to the wooden shaft, At the butt of 

the wooden shaft two of the harpoons have five pairs of notches similar to 

those on the caribou lances. In addition to the small line which connects the 

head with the shaft two of the harpoons (16002 and 16003) have a longer re

trieval line of seal thong. Both are secured near the middle of the shaft and 

have a spliced loop at the free end, 

J 

l I 
' ' 
' 

a. b. c. 

Fig. 18. Fish lures 
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TABLE 31. FISH HARPOONS 

Cat. No. No. of Barbs Line Shaft Head Length Shaft Length 
Notches 

16002 5 (bilateral) Thong - 34 180.5 
16003 7 II II - 31.3 174 
16004 7 II II 5 44 201.5 
16005 3 II Sinew 5 26.2 227 
16006 5 (unilateral) Thong - 20.5 (missing) 

Although Rasmussen (1932, 103) says that "salmon harpoons are known 

and used" by the Copper Eskimo, he does not give any description. There

fore, it is difficult to know whether he is referring to the same type of har

poon as that of the Netsilik or to the "harpoon leister11
, which has two short 

thin heads (ibid., 91). Mathiassen (1928, 67) mentions that the Iglulik some

times use a salmon harpoon, but the head which he illustrates (ibid,, Fig. 

39a) is of the short thin type and bears no resemblance to the long barbed 

heads of Netsilik fish harpoons. 

Fish Hooks 

There are ten fish hooks, eight of which are iron and two copper. All 

of the hooks are unbarbed except for one (16017) which is of European manu

facture. The hooks are set into the base of a plug which is usually of antler, 

but one is of horn and another of ivory. 

Fig. 19. Fish hooks 
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The line, which is of braided sinew or seal thong, is fastened through 

holes near the top of the plug. Most of the plugs have a single line hole which 

either passes directly from front to back (e.g, 16015, Fig, 19a) or passes up 

from the front of the plug to the top (e.g, 16019, Fig, 19c). Three of the 

plugs have two line holes (e.g. 16020, Fig. 19b), 

All of the hooks with attached lines have straight wooden rods which vary · 

in length from 20. 5 em. to 44. 5 em. One of the rods has a neatly carved 

handle with finger notches (Fig, 19a). Both the length of the plug and the to

tal length from the top of the plug to the bottom of the hook are presented in 

Table 32. 

TABLE 32. FISH HOOKS 

Cat. No. Plug Hook Line Holes Line Plug Length Total length 

16015 Antler Iron 1 Sinew 7 12 
16016 II II 1 II 7 10 
16017 Horn II 1 Thong 3.5 6.5 
16018 Antler II 2 Sinew 6.5 10.5 
16019 II Copper 1 - 7.5 11.7 
16020 Ivory II 2 - 5.3 9.5 
E1861 Antler Iron 1 Sinew 5.6 9 
E1862 II II 2 II 6 9.7 
P74 II II 1 II 4.6 7.3 
P75 II II 1 Thong 4.8 7.5 

Fish hooks of similar type were also employed by the Copper Eskimo 

(Stefansson, 1914, 82, Fig. 26; Birket-Smith, 1945, 180, Figs. 139-41; 

Jenness, 1946, 107-9, Figs, 125-6, 128-9) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 

Fig, 38, 3). Most of the Copper Eskimo specimens have small bone lures 

attached to the plug. 

Fish Needle 

A pointed bone implement (15743) with a hole near the wide end is prob

ably a needle for stringing fish, It is 19.7 em. long and is almost identical 

with a fish needle from Boothia Peninsula illustrated by VanStone ( 1962, 43, 

Pl. I, 7), This type of needle is also used by the Copper Eskimo (Jenness, 

1946, 111, Fig, 133) while the Iglulik fish needle appears flatter and has the 
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line hole much closer to the middle than to the end (Boas, 1901, 86, Fig. 

121; Mathiassen, 1928, 67, Fig. 38,4). 

Ice Pick 

An ice pick from the Netsilingmiut (16142) has a softwood handle, an 

antler butt piece and a heavy iron spike. The butt piece has an oblique scarf 

and is fastened to the wooden handle with a lashing of seal thong, The chisel

shaped spike fits into a closed socket in the base of the butt piece. It is 

secured with a piece of seal thong which passes through a notch in the spike 

and wraps several times around the base of the butt. The total length of the 

ice pick is 135 em, 

Ice picks with similar butt pieces were used by the Copper Eskimo 

(Jenness, 1946, 113, Fig, 137). Although the Iglulik also used ice picks 

(Mathias sen, 1928, 68) the type is not illustrated and is only briefly described. 

Ice Scoops 

There are three scoops which have bowls of musk-ox horn but which do 

not resemble the breathing-hole scoops used in sealing. They differ from 

the latter mainly in having unpainted handles, but they also have wider and 

shallower bowls than do the breathing-hole scoops. These scoops were prob

ably intended to remove the ice from fishing holes (Cf. Birket-Smith, 1945, 

74). 

Two of the scoops ( 15603 and 15605) have wooden handles, the former 

being attached to the bowl with nails and sinew and the latter with sinew only. 

The other (15604) has an antler handle secured with iron nails, The total 

lengths are 40 em. (15603), 32 em. (15604), and 20.5 em. (15605). Ice 

scoops of similar type have been reported from both the Copper Eskimo 

(Jenness, 1946, 114, Fig, 138) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 67, Fig, 

38. 2). 



TRANSPORTATION 

Sleds 

It would appear that sleds were fairly common at the time of Amundsen's 

visit, although the Netsilik have often been forced by lack of wood to use ani

mal skins (Ross, 1835, 546; Rasmussen, 1931, 25) or pieces of ice (Ross, 

ibid., 532) as sled substitutes. In the Netsilingmiut winter camp at "Abva", 

Amundsen (n. d., 8. 4. 05) reported that there were 7 sleds and 150 people, 

indicating an average of 21 people per sled. Amundsen refers to sleds being 

hauled by teams of 10 (ibid., 18.11. 03), 9 (ibid., 24.11. 03) and 6 dogs(ibid., 

5.12.03). 

There are three dog sleds in the collection. All have runners which are, 

with one exception, made from one solid piece of wood. The exception is the 

right runner of sled E1924, which consists of two separate pieces. The two 

pieces are scarfed behind the sixth crossbar with bone pegs and a sealskin 

lashing. 

In a few places the runners have started to split along the grain and have 

been repaired with common Eskimo techniques. A split near the rear of the 

left runner of E 1924 is secured with two rectangular cleats of antler which 

are set into the outside of the runner and fastened with antler pegs. A split 

in the right nose of 16137 has been secured in a similar manner, with one 

cleat on the inside of the runner and one on the outside. Another split near 

the rear of the same runner has been repaired with a braided sinew lashing 

which passes through pairs of adjacent holes along both sides of the split 

(Plate 10). 

Although the runners of the different sleds show some variation in shape 

(Fig. 20) all have flat bottoms for about three-fifths of their total lengths. At 

the front of the sled the runner bottoms curve upward from a point which is 

approximately 90 em. behind the nose of sleds 16137 and E 1924 but only 70 

em. behind the nose of 16138. 
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Plate 10. Dog sled (16137). 

TABLE 33. DIMENSIONS OF DOG SLEDS 

Cat. No. 16137 16138 E1924 

Length: 

total 384 318 321 
front to front crossbar 53 46 70 
rear to rear crossbar 6.5 4.5 8 

Width: (measured from outside of runners) 1 

at front 51.5 60 51 
at back 56 58 55 

Height: 

at front 32 20 30 
at back 24 18.5 15 

1. Because the sled lashings have become slack the distances between the 
runners may be different from what they were when the sleds were in use. 
The width measurements used in this table represent the average between 
the maximum and minimum widths caused by wiggling the runners apart 
and together. 
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Fig. 20. Shape of sled runners 

On sleds 16137 and E1924 the curves on the front of the runner bottoms 

extend right to the top of the runners, where they form acute angled tips. In 

contrast, the curve on 16138 rises only 15 em. from the level of the flat por

tion and ends in an obtuse angle at the bottom of a blunt, vertical nose. 

On the two sleds with pointed tips the top of the runner also curves up

ward near the front. In contrast, the top of 16138 is almost straight. As a 

result, the height of the tip is only 20 em. on the latter as compared with 

32 em. (16137) and 30 em. (E1924) on the other two sleds. 

The runner bottoms also curve upwards at the rear of the sleds. This 

curve begins about 60 em. from the rear of the largest sled (16137), about 

50 em. from the rear of the middle-sized sled (E1924), and about 40 em. 

from the rear of the smallest sled (16138). The bottom of 16137 has a 

rounded heel while that of 16138 ends in an angle at the base of a perpendicu

lar back and that of E 1924 ends in an angle at the base of a sloping back. 

All the runners are tapered in height from front to rear, although the 

degree of taper shows considerable variation. The taper is greatest on 

E1924, where the height at the front of the flat-bottomed portion is 22 em. 

and the height at the rear is only 15.5 em. The taper on 16137 is consider

ably less, being 23.5 em. at the front and 22 em. at the rear. On 16138 the 

taper is almost insignificant, with a front height of 18. 5 em. and a rear 

height of 18 em. 

In addition to tapering in height from front to rear the runners also taper 

in thickness from top to bottom. On 16137 the taper begins near the top of 

the runner and is so considerable that the bottom thickness of the runner is 

about 3 em. less than the top thickness. On the other sleds the taper begins 
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much nearer the bottom. The difference between the bottom thickness and 

that of the top is only 2 em. on 16138 and 1. 5 em. on El924. 

On two of the sleds the thickness of the runners is also tapered toward 

the ends. On sled 16137 the thickness measured at the top edge is only 3. 65 

em. at the tip, widens to 6. 5 em. in the centre portion and then narrows to 

4. 75 em. at the rear. The corresponding measurements on sled 16138 are 

6 em. , 7 em. , and 6. 15 em. On the smallest sled the top thickness remains 

a consistent 6. 5 em. from front to rear. 

Sled 16137 now has nine crossbars but from the number of lashing holes 

in the runners it appears to have formerly had eleven. The missing cross

bars, counting from front to rear, are numbers two and ten. Runners one, 

nine and eleven are of wood and the remaining six are of antler. 

The front crossbar has four side notches in each end to receive the 

lashing which holds it to the runner. None of the others have notches for line 

lashings, although there are shallow grooves for this purpose across the ends 

of the rear crossbar. The latter crossbar has been broken and crudely re

paired with an antler splint and a wrapping of thick seal thong. 

Sled 16138 has eight crossbars, which appears to be the original number. 

Numbers one, six, seven and eight are of wood, numbers two, three and 

four are of antler, and number five is made of one piece of wood and one of 

antler, lashed in the middle with seal-skin thong. The front crossbar, which 

is the only one that appears to have been shaped, has four side notches in 

each end to receive lashings. There are no notches in any of the other cross

bars. 

Sled E1924 has lashing holes for ten crossbars, but the first, third and 

tenth are now missing. Numbers two, four, eight and nine are of wood; the 

former two being made up of two separate pieces and the latter two being so

lid. The remaining three are antler. The wooden crossbars have slight 

lashing grooves along the top, but there are none on the antler crossbars. 

Each crossbar is lashed to the runners with two separate pieces of seal

skin line, one at each end. The lashing is wound several times through a 

large square hole in the runner and over the top of the crossbar. In addition 

to passing over the crossbar on both sides of the runner it sometimes 

crosses diagonally over the crossbar from one side of the runner to the 

other. There is some variation in the lashing technique, but the most com

mon method is illustrated in Figure 21. 
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Fig. 21. Method of lashing sled crossbar to runner 

The square holes which receive the crossbar lashings are about 2 em. 

x 2 em. and are located about 2. 5 em. below the runner top on the two 

largest sleds and about 6 em. below the runner top on the smallest. They 

are spaced at irregular intervals, which average 32. 5 em. on 16137, 36.8 

em. on 16138, and 27 em. on E1924. On the latter two sleds there are shal

low notches in the top of the runner to receive the underside of the crossbars. 

The runner bottoms have been drilled to receive pegs for attaching the 

shoes. Although the shoes are missing from the smallest sled, many are 

still in place on the two largest ones. These shoes are all of antler, and 

there are still enough in place on 16137 to show that there were formerly 

twelve separate pieces along the left runner. This suggests an average 

shoe length of about 30 em. The width of the remaining shoes averages about 

4 em. on 16137 and 5 em. on 16138. 

In addition to the wide shoes on the bottom, there are some narrow antler 

strips pegged on the side of the runners of the two largest sleds. These 

strips are pegged close to the bottom and meet the bottom shoes with their 

lower edge. There are only two such side strips on sled 16138 but on 16137 

they form a continuous line along the entire front half of both runners. These 

side strips are on the inside of the runners only. 

Near the first crossbar of sled 16137 there are two additional holes in 

each runner, obviously for the draught line. The larger has a diameter of 

about 4 em. and is located 5. 5 em. below the lashing hole for the front cross

bar. The small hole has a diameter of less than 1 em. and is located 4 em. 

forward of the large one. 
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A dark line stain which runs between the two holes on the outside of the 

runner suggests that the draught line ran through both of them. A short length 

of seal thong which may be part of the former draught line still runs through 

the small hole in the left rmmer. This line, which has been broken, has a 

loop tied on one end but the end with the toggle is missing. 

On sled E 1924 there is only one additional line hole on each runner. This 

hole is situated 6 em. below the lashing hole for the front crossbar. It is 

roughly triangular in shape and has sides which are about 4 em. 

On sled 16138 there are no special line holes in the front part of the 

runners. However, on this sled the lashing hole for the front crossbar is 

about twice the size of the lashing holes for the other crossbars and is situ

ated about 8 em. below the top of the runner. Thus it appears very probable 

that the front lashing hole also served to receive the draught line. 

On the two largest sleds there are some ad.ditional line holes at the rear 

of the runners. On sled 16137 these holes are less than 1 em. in diameter 

and are situated just forward of the lashing hole for the rear crossbar. There 

are two such holes on each runner and they are placed one above the other 

at a distance of 2 em. and 4 em. from the runner bottom. 

On sled 16138 there is only one additional line hole at the rear of each 

runner. It is situated immediately below the rear crossbar lashing hole and 

is roughly the same size and shape as the latter. 

The Netsilik sleds are almost identical with those used by the Copper 

Eskimo (Jenness, 1922, 255, Plate III; Birket-Smith, 1945, 183, Fig. 144). 

Neither the Netsilik nor the Copper Eskimo seem to have used the antler up

standers which were often found on Iglulik sleds (Parry, 1824, 290; Mathias

sen, 1928, 73, Fig. 42). 

Dog Harnesses 

The collection contains nine dog harnesses, six of which are made of 

sealskin and three of shorthaired caribou fur. All but one harness have loops 

which cross over the breast region and are joined above the neck opening 

either with a knot or, more often, with a short neck strap. On the exception 

(16126), the loops do not cross each other and are joined with both a breast 
1 strap and a neck strap. 

1. These two types of loops have been referred to as "cross" and "parallel" 
(Birket-Smith, 1929, II, 74). 
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Five of the sealskin harnesses (16126-29, 16131) are made of wide (4-

5 em.) depilated skin straps from a ringed seal. These harnesses are con

structed so that the hair side faces out, and on one (16126) the dark epidermal 

layer has been removed. The sixth sealskin harness (16112) is made of thin 

(1 em.) bearded seal thong with the hair left on. 

The harnesses of caribou fur have straps which are about 5 em. wide. 

On 16133 they have been made from a wider band which has been folded over 

and sewn with the hair side out. The other two caribou fur harnesses (16113 

and 16132) have fur on the outside only. 

On all but one harness the loops are joined at the rear with a separate 

tail-piece. This tail-piece usually consists of a length of seal thong which 

averages about 20 em. In one case (16133) it consists of braided sinew. 

The only harness without a tail-piece is the one of thin seal thong (16112). 

This harness is simply tied at the rear with a knot. It is worth noting that 

this harness is also the only one which lacks a neck strap, being simply 

knotted above the necl<:: opening. 

The tail-pieces are passed through slits in the rear of the loops and 

tied with a half-hitch. In most cases the ends of the tail-pieces are bentback 

and threaded through a small slit in themselves, thus forming a sort of tog

gle (Cf. Boas, 1901, 36). 

On six of the harnesses the lower end of each loop is fastened to the top 

of the loop about 10 or 20 em. forward of the rear, and only the upper end 

extends completely back to the tail-piece. On two of the harnesses (16129 

and 16131) the lower end is fastened by splicing; on the others it is sewn 

with sinew thread. 

The three harnesses which have loops that extend to the rear on both top 

and bottom are 16112, 16127 and 16128. As already mentioned the former is 

joined at the rear with a knot. In the other two the upper and lower ends of 

the loops are fastened simply by means of the half-hitches in the ends of the 

tail-piece. On 16113 the lower part of one loop has been broken near the 

front and the missing portion replaced simply by using an extra long tail-piece. 

The separate and easily detachable tail-piece can also be seen on Copper 

Eskimo dog harness (Birket-Smith, 1945, 185, Fig. 146; Jenness, 1946, 

138, Fig. 1 78a). On Iglulik dog harness the two loops are sewn to each other 

and to the forward section of the dog trace (Mathiassen, 1928, 78, Fig. 45). 
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Swivel 

There is one swivel (16223) of the type commonly used to keep dog traces 

from twisting. It is made from musk-ox horn. The peg, which has a single 

rectangular line hole in its lower end and a rounded knob al the top, is 5. 5 

em. The rectangular collar in which the peg rotates measures 5. 8 em. x 4. 5 

em. and, in addition to the large central hole for the peg, has a small line 

hole in each corner. 

This swivel is nearly identical with those reported from the Copper 

Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 184, Fig. 145b; Jenness, 1946, 138, Fig. 

178b). These are quite different from the swivels from the Ig·lulik area which 

are shown by Boas (1907, 426, Fig. 226 a, b). On the latter specimens the 

collar part of the swivel has a single line hole and is shaped like a hollowed 

tube instead of a rectangular plate. 

There are three dog whips with wooden handles and lashes of seal thong. 

On two of the whips (16135 and 16136) the handle is of oak, while on the third 

(16134) it is of softwood. 

The two whips with oak handles are very similar in appearance, although 

the handle of 16136 is not as carefully made as that of 16135, which is rounded 

and has a knob on the butt end. The lash is of single thong except for a short 

portion near the handle, where it is spliced several times into a second 

piece of sealskin. The two sealskin pieces are fasteneci to the handle with a 

whipping of cotton thread. 

The third whip differs both in the shape of the handle and in the attach

ment of the lash. The handle, which is roughly oval in cross-section, has 

four finger notches cut into the bottom side. The butt is cut off on an oblique 

angle and protrudes slightly at the top. The lash consists of two separate 

parts which are spliced together about 65 em. forward of the handle. The 

distal part of the lash consists of a single thong whereas the part nearest the 

handle consists of a wide piece of hairy sealskin which has been sewn into a 

roll with the hair side in. The roll is wrapped completely around the front 

half of the handle but the circumference narrows toward the distal end. 

The lengths of the handles are 35 em. (16134), 40 em. (16135) and37cm. 

(16136). The lengths of the lashes, in the same order, are 930 em., 350cm. 

and 470 em. 
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These three whips bear a close resemblance to the whips of the Copper 

Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 186, Fig. 148) and to a very old Iglulik whip 

(Parry, 1824, 548). The widening at the proximal end of the lash, which is 

formed by splicing or stitching, does not compare in length or thickness 

with the braided widening found on more recent Iglulik specimens (Mathias

sen, 1928, 80, Fig. 49). 

The collec lion also contains nine dog traces. These are of bearded seal 

thong varying in width from 1 to 1. 2 em. One of the traces (16117) has a 

spliced loop at both ends. The remaining eight all have a loop at one end 

only, presumably the rear. In one case ( 16121} the loop is formed by a knot 

similar to a bow-line, while the loops in the other seven are all spliced. 

Near the end opposite the loops four of the traces (16112, 16114, 16119, 

16121) have a slit in the line. Two of the lines which do not have such a slit 

appear chewed or broken at the end and are probably incomplete. 

The lengths of the complete traces are 10. 9 m (16112), 7 m (16114), 

6.1 m (16115), 10.5 m (16117), 8.1 m (16118}, 8 m. (16119}, and 7.1 m 

(16121). The two which appear incomplete are only 2. 75 m (16113) and 4. 4 

lll (16122). 

Since all traces terminate in a spliced loop and there are no trace buck

les in the collection, it would seem that trace buckles were uncommon among 

the Netsilik with whom Amundsen had most contact. In this respect they ap

pear similar to the Copper Eskimo who also did not normally have trace 

buckles (Rasmussen, 1932, 104}. One of the Netsilik dog traces in the Fifth 

Thule collection does have a crude trace buckle (Birket-Smith, 1945, 77), 

but it is worth noting that this specimen came from the Arvilingjuarmiut, the 

group in closest contact with the Iglulik. The lglulik almost always employ 

trace buckles (Mathiassen, 1928, 78). 

Water Bag 

There is one sealskin bag (15909) of the type used to carry water onsled 

journeys. It is of dehaired skin, with the hair side turned in and has a water

proof seam along the bottom and on one side. The circumference of the bag 

is about half as large at the top as it is at the bottom, and the top is tied 



- 110 -

tight with a piece of seal thong. The maximum width of the bag, measured 

along the relatively flat bottom seam, is 24 em. The height is 35 em. Simi

lar bags are reported from the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 76, Fig. 44) but 

not from the Copper Eskimo. 

Kayaks 

The collection contains three kayaks, each with its own paddle. The two 

largest of these (16139 and 16140) are both complete and appear in relatively 

good condition (Plate 11). The only obvious defect is an inward warping in 

Plate 11. Kayaks. Top: kayak 16139 (top and side views). 
Bottom: kayak 16140 (top and side views). 

the bow section of the port gunwale on kayak 16140. This appears to result 

from a broken deck beam and causes the skin cover to appear slightly loose 

on the forward deck. The total weight of the two complete kayaks is 15. 5 kg. 

(16139) and 14 kg. (16140). 

The smallest kayak (16141) has been removed from its skin cover and 

the frame has been cut in half at a point just 30 em. rear of centre. This 

operation, which was apparently performed before departing from King 

William Island (Amundsen, n. d. , 4. 7. 05), may have been necessitated by 

lack of storage space inside the Gj¢a. Although the front half of the frame

work is still intact and relatively complete, there is nothing left of the rear 

half except the gunwales, two deck beams and a few short lengths of the 

stringers. 

On all three kayaks the top edges of the gunwales are higher in the centre 

section than they are at either bow or stern. On the average, the tip of the 
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TABLE 34. KAYAK DIMENSIONS 

Cat. No. 

Length: 

total 
bow to front of coaming 
stern to back of coaming 

Width: --

deck at back of coaming 

Height: (measured from bottom of keel) 

at front of cockpit including coaming 
at front of cockpit without coaming 
at back of cockpit including coaming 
at back of cockpit without coaming 
at back of cockpit space between rib and 
deck beam 

Cockpit Opening: 

length within coaming 
width within coaming 
length between deckbeams 

16139 16140 16141 

639 616 588.5 
357 336 315 
229 230 221.5 

45.5 45 46.5 

45 43 42.5 
40.5 40 37.5 
31.5 29 26.2 
27.2 26 23.5 
23 20.5 18 

50 48.5 51 
46.1 44 43 
53 48 52 

stern drops about 6 em. lower than the tip of the bow. This downward slope 

toward the tips is technically known as reverse sheer. 

As a result of the well-developed reverse sheer, the bottoms of the 

kayaks are much straighter than on kayaks with high ends. In profile the 

kayak bottoms reveal a slight but continuous curve, ending at definite ridges 

near the tips. These ridges form the base of short horns which, like the 

gunwales themselves, point slightly downward. 

Viewed from the top the gunwales do not exhibit a continuous curve but 

rather run parallel to each other for a distance which is greater than half 

the kayak's total length. In cross-section the bottom of the hull appears as 

a relatively gentle curve with straight sides that flare outward about 9° from 

the perpendicular. Figure 22 shows the cross-section of kayak 16139 at a 

distance of 127 em. forward of the cockpit. 
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Fig. 22. Cross-section of kayak 16l39 

The framework construction appears similar in all three kayaks. The 

heaviest parts are the gunwales. In the middle of the coclqJit section the size 

of the gunwales ranges from 1. 9 em. x 9.3 em. in kayak 16139 to 1. 5 em. 

x 8 em. in 16141. Those of kayak 16140 measure 1.8 em. x 8.4 em. 

Below the gunwales are seven thin strips of wood which are lashed to the 

outside of the ribs. These consist of two side stringers, two bilge stringers, 

two supplementary stringers and one keel (See Fig. 22). The two supplementa

ry stringers, which are situated between the bilge stringers and the keel, are 

only about 120 em. long and run forward from the rear half of the cockpit 

section. All of the above stringers vary from 1 em. to 1. 3 em. in thickness 

and from 2. 5 em. to 3. 6 em. in width. 

The ribs are approximately 1 em. x 2 em. and are rounded on the 

corners. In kayak 16139 there are 25 ribs and in kayak 16140 there are 22. 

In 16141 the ribs in the rear section are missing, but from the number of 

rib mortises in the gunwales it appears that this kayak originally had a total 

of 23. The ribs are spaced at irregular intervals which average about 26 em. 

The deck beams are more difficult to examine in the covered kayaks, 

but appear to be made of slightly stronger pieces than either ribs or stringers. 

In kayak 16139 there are 10 deck beams forward and 6 aft and in 16140 there 

are 10 forward and 7 aft. In 16141 many deck beams are missing, but it ap

pears from the number of mortises that there were originally 11 forward and 

7 aft. 

All of the deck beams consist of a single straight piece with the excep

tion of the beam which supports the front of the cockpit coaming. The latter 
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is composed of two separate pieces of wood which meet at an angle of about 

110°. The separate pieces are joined by means of braided sinew which is 

wound through two pairs of adjacent holes. 

A pair of deck stringers run along the top of the deck beams, one forward 

of the cockpit and one aft. The deck stringers are made of strips which are 

about 1. 2 em. x 2 em. From the second beam forward of the cocl~:pit the 

front deck stringer rises in a sharp curve to the front of the cockpit support 

beam, where it is fastened by sinew. The tip of the stringer sticks out through 

a hole in the skin cover immediately forward of the cockpit. 

Further details of framework construction can be observed on kayak 

16141, from which the skin has been removed. On this kayak the gunwales 

are made up of several pieces of wood. These are scarfed together by means 

of braided sinew which is passed through pairs of adjacent line holes along 

the edge of each join. Line grooves are cut between adjacent line holes on 

the outside of the gunwales. Additional support is provided by bone pegs and 

iron and copper nails which are driven through holes in the top or bottom 

edge of the gunwales. 

The left gunwale (Fig. 23) is made up of six different pieces of wood, 

which are joined by means of five oblique scarfs. Although three of these 

scarfs merely serve to join adjacent pieces, the two scarfs at the ends of 

the long centre piece serve the additional function of creating the downward 

angles which give the kayak its reverse sheer. 

On the right gunwale, the scarf which forms the angle at the stern is 

identical with that on the left gunwale. However, the angle at the bow is 

~~?==============s~~ 

'"' b:::r:===i"' position of rib mortises-" 

Fig. 23. Left gunwale of kayak 16141 
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created by cutting out a long thin V -shaped slice from the bottom two-thirds 

of the gunwale, and then bending the gunwale down until the V is closed. The 

cut from which the V has been removed runs at the same angle as the cor

responding scarf on the left gunwale and the two edges of the cut are fastened 

in an identical manner. The cutting of such a dart in a board which would 

have been sufficiently long to reach the bow clearly indicates how important 

the reverse sheer must have been to the maker of the kayak. 

The right gunwale also differs from the left in that there is a complete 

V-scarf near the middle of the long straight centre piece. However, thepart 

of the gunwale which lies behind the stern angle consists of one single board. 

Thus, the right gunwale consists of only four separate pieces. 

The two gunwales are fastened together at the bo\v by means of three 

bone pegs. Additional attachment is provided by a braided sinew lashing 

which passes four times through a single pair of adjacent holes (Fig. 24). 

This lashing not only fastens the gunwales but also holds them to the block 

of wood which supports the keel and which causes the ridge on the underside 

of the kayak stem. The block has a hole drilled through it to receive not only 

the lashings from the gunwales but also those from the keel. In the rear of 

the gunwales there are four pairs of adjacent holes which were probably used 

for sinew lashings. The original lashings are missing. 

~·,.1> 
lashlng hol~i 5J 

Fig. 24. Construction details of kayak 16141 

All but three of the deck beams are set into square or rectangular stub 

mortises which are cut into the inside of the gunwales at a distance of just 

over 1 em. from the top edge. The three exceptions are the rear and forward 

support beams of the cockpit, and the first deck beam forward of the latter. 
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These three beams are set into notches in the top edges of the gunwales so 

that their upper edges lie flush with the upper edges of the gunwales. 

There appear to be two different methods of lashing deck beams into 

place. Sealskin thong is used to lash those deck beams that are set into stub 

mortises. This thong passes through a pair of holes in each gunwale and 

makes several turns around the deck beam, one of which passes over the 

deck stringer. Thus, this type of lashing not only serves to hold the deck 

beam in place, but also to fasten the deck stringer and to pull in on the gun

wales. 

The three beams which are set into notches in the top edge of the gun

wales are lashed with braided sinew. This sinew passes two or three times 

through a single pair of holes, one near the end of the beam and one in the 

gunwale. 

The ribs, which are inserted into mortises along the bottom edge of the 

gunwales, are usually fastened by a wooden peg or a piece of braided sinew. 

Some ribs, such as the one behind the forward support beam of the cockpit, 

are secured by both methods (Fig. 25). The braided sinew is wound twice 

through two holes, one in the rib and one in the gunwale, and is tied with a 

knot on the inside of the rib. The sinew rests in a lashing groove on the out

side of the gunwale. 

OUTSIDE of GUNWALE 

0 5 
MJ W Wcm 

Fig. 25. Method of fastening ribs to gunwales 

There is an alternative method of lashing in which the lashing hole in the 

gunwale is drilled at an angle, with one opening on the inner side and one on 

the bottom edge. This latter method obviates the necessity of a lashing 

groove. 
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The front of the keel is lashed to the keel support block with braided 

sinew. This sinew passes four times through the hole in the block and fits 

into a pair of lashing grooves on the bottom of the keel. The keel is also 

pegged to the block with a wooden dowel which is inserted between the lashing 

grooves. 

The keel is lashed to the ribs by means of a continuous length of seal 

thong. This thong is fastened to the first rib on the port side and alternates 

from one side to the other as it passes back the length of the kayak. It is 

wrapped around each rib and passes through a hole in the keel in the manner 

shown in Figure 26. The same method of lashing is used on the stringers. 

Although thong from a ringed seal is usually employed for this purpose, the 

two bilge stringers on kayak 16140 are lashed on wit)1 braided sinew. 

Fig. 26. Method of lashing keel to ribs 

The cockpit coaming on kayaks 16140 and 16141 has a separate back 

piece, which is lashed to the curved forward portion with sinew. The for

ward portion is made up of three separate pieces of softwood, each of which 

measures about 3. 5 em. x 1. 5 em. On kayak 16140 there are oblique scarfs 

near the back corners of the coaming, while on kayak 16141 there is an ob

lique scarf at the front and a straight butt join near the back corner on the 

port side. 

The cockpit coaming on kayak 16139 is made upfrom thin(0.3cm.)hard

wood strips and is shaped like an oval with a flattened back (Plate 12). The 

long curved front portion is made up of two separate pieces set edge to edge 

and fastened with braided sinew lashings at intervals of about 8 em. The top 

piece is 2 em. and the bottom 3. 5 em. , giving the coaming a total width of 
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Plate 12. Deck attachments of kayak 16139. Top left: horn loops on 
front deck. Bottom left: top view of cockpit area showing 
skin deck straps. Right: decorated kayak buckle. 

5. 5 em. Two shorter pieces are scarfed on the back of the coaming. 

All of the kayaks are covered with light coloured skin from ringed seals. 

Five complete skins have been used on kayak 16140 while part of a sixth has 

been used on 16141 in order to complete the covering of the nose section. 

The skin covering is lashed to the inside of the cockpit coaming by 

means of braided sinew. The lashing holes which are spaced at intervals 

from 3 to 4 em. are placed in a single straight line on kayaks 16140 and 

16141, while on 16139 they alternate between an upper and lower line in zig

zag fashion. On the coaming of kayak 16141 the sinew lashing rests in a 

continuous line groove which is cut between line holes on the outside of the 

coaming. 

At each lashing hole the sinew passes to the inside of the coaming, is 

threaded through a hole near the top of the cover skin, and passes out the 

same hole through which it came. On the back piece of the coaming on kayak 

16140 an alternative lashing is employed in which the sinew passes through 
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a line hole only once. After it is threaded through the cover skin it goes on 

to the next line hole by passing diagonally over the top of the coaming. 

On kayak 16139 there are three deck straps of seal thong just forward of 

the cockpit and two behind. The forward straps consist of one continuous 

piece of thong which is anchored with a !mot to the inside of the starboard 

gunwale. The strap passes to the outside of the kayak through a hole in the 

gunwale and skin cover, and after crossing the deck enters a similar hole in 

the port gunwale. Each time the strap is passed into the ]{ayak it goes back 

along the inside of the gunwale to the line hole immediately behind. After 

crossing the deck three times the strap enters the kayak through the rear 

hole on the port side. It is then passed back and is terminated by being 

wrapped several times around the two ribs in the cockpit section. Formerly, 

there were also three forward deck straps on kayal{ 16HO, but the centre one 

is now missing. 

The rear straps are placed on in a similar manner, but since the thong 

only crosses the deck twice it begins and ends on the same (port) side. On 

kayal{ 16140 the ends of the rear deck thong meet on top of the deck where 

they are fastened by a knot. Also, the two straps are pulled together in the 

centre by means of a half-hitch in the forward strap. 

The front deck straps are pulled in toward the centre by means of an 

antler buckle with three holes in the base. The buckle on kayak 16139 re

sembles a stylized seal with a decoration of incised lines and dots (Plate 12). 

The front of the body has been hollowed out and a hole has been cut down 

from the top of the head. The buckles on the other two kayaks are similar 

in shape but lack the decoration. The buckle from 16141 has been hollowed 

out; that on 16140 is solid. Buckles of similar shape have also been used on 

Copper Eskimo kayaks (Birket-Smith, 1945, 188, Fig. 151; Jenness, 1946, 

141, Fig. 181). 

In addition to the skin deck straps there is a pair of rigid loops located 

on the front deck (Plate 12). These loops consist of thin strips of musk-ox 

horn which are set into holes in a straight piece of antler. 
1 

The antler piece 

is from 33 em. (16141) to 35 em. (16139 and 16140) long and is set across 

1. Rigid loops of similar appearance were used for holding lances by the Iglulik 
(Parry, 1824, 274) and some groups of Caribou Eskimo (EugeneArima, per
sonal communication). Jenness (1946, 141, Fig. 182) shows a baleen object 
which probably served a similar purpose on a Copper Eskimo kayak. 



----------- -

- 119 -

the deck at a distance of about 130 em. from the bow. It is fastened in the 

middle with sinew. 

The horn loops are identical on all three kayaks, but on one of the kayak 

models in the collection (16214) there is a similar attachment with four loops. 

The additional loops are very tall and narrow, and are situated nearer the 

centre than the normal wide ones. 

Inside the kayaks there is a strong loop of seal thong (16140 and 16141) 

or of braided hemp (16139) hanging from the forward deck. This loop is 

fastened at the junction of the forward deck stringer and the second deck 

beam forward of the cockpit. 

The three N etsilik kayaks appear to be almost identical in shape with the 

Copper Eskimo kayak gathered by the Fifth Thule Expedition (Birket-Smith, 

1945, 188, Fig. 150). The latter specimen, which comes from Tree River 

or Bernard Harbour, shows the same well-developed reverse sheer and the 
1 same downward slope of the bow and stern horns. 

Both the Copper Eskimo and Netsilik kayaks differ considerably from 

the traditional kayaks of the Iglulik. Boas (1901, 77, Fig. 106a, b) illustrates 

two models of Aivilik kayaks, both of which have a normal sheer with gun

wales lowest in the centre section. Both models have horns which point up

ward. Those on the "lake-kayak" are very long and occur at both bow and 

stern, while the "sea-kayak" has a horn on the stern only. 

The drawings of Lyon (Parry, 1824, 274 and 508) show Iglulik kayal(S 

with long horns pointing upward from both bow and stern. The first drawing 

shows this type of kayak used in a sea hunting context; the second shows it 

used for caribou hunting. A more modern kayal( from Pond's Inlet (Mathias

sen, 1928, Fig. 52) lacks definite horns, but both bow and stern are higher 

than the centre part of the deck. 

It is interesting to note that one of the N etsilik kayaks obtained by the 

Fifth Thule Expedition (Birket-Smith, 1945, 79, Fig. 40) has a relatively 

long stern horn which points upward. Also, the underside of the bow horn 

merges continuously with the bottom of the hull without forming a ridge. In 

these two respects the Fifth Thule kayak shows more similarity with Iglulik 

kayaks than do those in the Amundsen collection. 

1. In thephotographinBirket-Smith's publication the stern of the kayak ap
pears to be cut off at an oblique angle. This is not the case on the actual 
specimen (P30: 161), which has a short horn similar to that on the 
Amundsen kayaks. 
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Paddles 

The double-bladed paddles which accompany the above kayal<s are made 

of wood and have an antler edge fastened around the end of the blades with 

bone pegs. The blades have straight parallel edges and the ends are nearly 

flat, but are rounded on the corners. Two shoulders on the handle form the 

outside of the hand grips but there are no separate drip- rings. Inside the 

hand-grips the shaft once again widens toward the centre. 

TABLE 35. DIMENSIONS OF KAYAK PADDLES 

Cat. No. 16139 16140 16141 

Length: 

total 256 261 263 
between outside of hand- grips 65 70 70 

Width: 

of blade 11.2 12.3 12.3 

Length of antler edge: 29 35.7 30 

In the paddles of kayaks 16139 and 16140 the shafts extend to both ends, 

thus forming the centre portions of the blades. The blades are widened by 

boards which are fastened to the edges of the shaft by long bone pegs. The 

shaft of paddle 16139 is made of three separate pieces of wood, scarfed with 

blood glue and wooden pegs, while that of 16140 consists of one single piece. 

The paddle of kayak 16141 differs from the others in that the blade is 

made of a single wide board. The ends of the shaft are pointed and fit into a 

longV-shaped.cut in the inside end of the blade. The scarf is fastened with 

wood pegs and blood glue. A crack near the middle of the handle is repaired 

with an antler splint and sixteen nails, twelve of which are iron and four cop

per. 

Kayak Scrapers 

The collection contains four implements of the type used for removing 

ice from kayaks and for squeezing water from the skins of wet caribou car

casses (Birket-Smith, 1945, 80). These are made of antler and from the 
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side have the appearance of a knife. In cross-section they are shaped like 

the letter U or V, which is the result of the cancellous tissue having been 

removed from the antler. 

b. 

Fig. 27. Kayak scrapers 

The base of the handle is widened on the bottom and a hole is drilled 

from front to rear. Three of the scrapers (e. g. 15638, Fig. 27a) have four 

curved notches along the bottom of the handle and one (15637, Fig. 27b) has 

five notches on the left side and two on the right. Both 15636 and 15637 have 

a long slot cut through the handle from the top. The lengths of the scrapers 

are: 24.5 em. (15636), 27.3 em. (15637), 32.2 em. (15638) and 39.5 em. 

(P72). A crude version of this implement has been used by the Iglulik for 

squeezing water out of skins (Mathiassen, 1928, 59, Fig. 32). 

Tump Line 

There is one tump line (16085), said to come from the Ugjulingmiut. 

The head-band is of light dehaired sealskin, with a narrow strip of darker 

skin sewn near both the upper and lower edges. It is wide in the middle and 

narrows almost to a point at the ends. 

There is a seal thong sewn at each end of the wide band. One consists 

of a single piece with a slit near the end. The other is made up of two pieces, 

the one near the band being very short. The additional thong is doubled over 

and knotted at the distal end, and is attached to the short one with a half 

hitch in a slit. The head band is 46 em. and the side thongs are 50 em. and 

43 em. 



HOUSING 

Tents 

There are two tents, one of which (16224) is complete with wooden frame

work and one of which (16225) consists ofthe skin cover only. The former 

has been pitched for display purposes and appears similar in style and con

struction to the "ridge" tent illustrated and des-cribed by Amundsen (1908, I, 

295 and 298). 

The framework of the tent consists of three poles and one cross-piece. 

Two of the poles meet at the top, forming a bipod just inside the tent entrance. 

Each pole is made of two pieces of softwood (3 em. x 4 em.) scarfed together 

near the middle with copper nails, The poles are both about 213 em. long, 

The centre pole is of the same width and thickness but is made of a solid 

piece of hardwood. It is 186 em. long and is roughly squared. 

At the top of the centre pole there is a wooden cross-piece set at right 

angles to the tent ridge. The cross-piece is shaped like a barrel stave, ta

pering slightly toward the ends, and has a blind mortise cut in the middle in 

order to receive the centre pole. 
1 

There are two small strips of wood fas

tened on either side of the mortise. The cross-piece is approximately 80 

em. long and has a maximum width of 11 em. 

The tent cover is made of both seal and caribou hides, the former cover

ing the back part of the tent and the latter the front. 
2 

The seal hides are 

covered with fur, whereas most of the caribou hides are dehaired. All are 

placed with the hair side out. Two bands of sealskin sewn to the inside ofthe 

tent cover serve as holding loops for the ends of the cross-piece. 

The distance along the ridge from the top of the centre pole to the peak 

over the entrance is 160 em. The distance from the top of the centre pole to 

the lower edge of the cover at the back of the tent is 260 em. 

1. A bone cross-piece of similar shape is illustrated by Boas, 1907, 389, 
Fig. 183c. 

2. According to Amundsen (1908, I, 298) sealskin was preferred for tent 
covers and was used exclusively by the best seal hunters. 
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The other tent cover (16225) is also made of a combination of seal and 

caribou hides. It differs slightly from the former in that it has a cotton sod 

cloth sewn around the bottom edge, 

Tents of the "ridge" style were also prevalent among the Copper Eskimo 

(Jenness, 1922, 81-104, Figs, 28, 30 and 33) although the conical type was 

also known (ibid,, 80, Fig, 27). The ridge type seems to have also prevailed 

among the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 271; Mathiassen, 132-4, Figs. 80 and 81). 

Snow Probes 

The collection contains eight probes of the type used to test snow for the 

construction of snow houses (Amundsen, 1908, II, 2). These consist of long 

antler rods with knobs of antler, bone or horn at one end and, in all but one 

case, horn or bone ferrules at the other, The rods are sometimes constructed 

of two or three separate pieces fastened with oblique scarfs and lashings of 

braided sinew. 

TABLE 36. SNOW PROBES 

--.----" 

Cat. No. Rod Knob Ferrule Length 

~" 
Construction Material Material 

16041 One piece Bone - 108 
16043 II II Horn Bone 89 
16045 Two piece Antler Horn 95 
16047 Three piece Bone II 107.5 
16048 Two piece Antler II 104 
16056 One piece Bone II 119.5 
E1878 Two piece Antler II 97.5 
P103 II II II II 100 

Snow probes with both knobs and ferrules were used for the same pur

pose by the Copper Eskimo (Jenness, 1946, 106, Figs, 123-4) and the Iglulik 

(Mathiassen, 1928, 119, Fig, 72c), 

Snow Knives 

There are 41 antler knives of the type used to cut snow blocks for house 

construction. 
1 

All but four of these are carved from one piece of antler. 

1. It would appear that snow knives with iron blades were already very com
--~-'- "-"mrlcon 1c tim<> IAm11nrlsP.n" 1908. II. 4). Since the iron-bladed 
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The exceptions have separate handles which are scarfed to the antler blades. 

The handles are of antler (15673 and 15682), wood (15674) and bone (P71). 

The antler handles are secured with bone pegs, the wooden handle with a 

·braided sinew lashing and the bone handle with three iron nails. 

The knives show considerable variation in shape. The vast majority (33) 

have a unilateral extension at the butt, but there are six with bilateral exten

sions and two with plain handles. At the point where the handle joins the 

blade 22 of the knives have two definite shoulders and 14 have a single shoul

der. The only knives which lack shoulders are the four specimens with sep

arate handles and one specimen (15668) on which both edges have been ser

rated near the junction between blade and handle. 

Most of the blades (25) are relatively straight although several (16) have 

a definite curve. In most cases the convex edge of the blade is the sharpest. 

The tips of the blades are either pointed (19), round (16) or blunt (6). There 

are suspension holes in the handles of 20 knives. 

Snow knives which fall within the above range of variation have been used 

by both the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 110, Fig. 61; Birket-Smith, 

1945, 190, Fig. 152c; Jenness, 1946, 76, Fig. 78)
1 

and the Iglulik (Parry, 

1824, 550; Hall, 1879, 73; Boas, 1907, 410-12, Figs. 208-10; Mathiassen, 

1928, 121, Fig. 74). The prevalent type among the Copper Eskimo, as 

among the Netsilik, seems to be the one-piece knife. The Iglulil' specimens 

are mostly of the type with separate blade and handle. 

Snow Shovels 

The collection contains 16 snow shovels, which were also basic equip

ment for snow house construction (Amundsen, 1908, II, 3). The shovel blades 

are all made from very thin boards that are joined at the edges with pegs and 

sinew lashings (See 15894, Plate 13). In all cases but one (15901) separate 

handles have been fastened to the backs of the blades with nails or lashings. 

On the single exception the handle merely consists of an extension of the two 

planks in the middle of the blade. The handles are usually of wood but one 

(15899) is of antler. 

1. At the time of Jenness' visit the antler snow knife was used by Copper 
Eskimo women to chop up blocks of snow for melting into water or to 
fill chinks in the walls of the snow house (Jenness, ibid., 76). 
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TABLE 37. SNOW KNIVES 

Cat. Butt Extension Shoulders Blade Tip Suspension Length· 
No. Hole 

15649 Unilateral 2 Curved Pointed - 36 
15650 II 1 II II + 19.7 
15651 II 2 Straight II - 33.9 
15652 II 1 II Round + 28 
15653 II 2 Curved Pointed - 25.7 
15654 Bilateral 2 II II + 25 
15655 II 2 Straight Round - 26.1 
15657 Unilateral 2 II Pointed - 26.4 
15658 II 2 Curved Round + 29.6 
15660 II 1 II II + 32.2 
15661 II 2 II Pointed + 31.7 
15662 II 2 II Round - 30.5 
15663 Bilateral 2 II Pointed + 35.9 
15664 Unilatel'al 1 II Round + 31.8 
15665 II 2 II Pointed - 33.8 
15666 II 2 Straight Round + 31 
15667 Bilateral 2 II Pointed - 28.3 
15668 - - Curved II - 28.1 
15669 Unilateral 2 II Round + 32.6 
15670 !I 1 II II - 31.7 
15671 II 1 II II + 32.8 
15672 II 2 Straight Pointed - 33.5 
15673 II - Curved Round - 47.5 
15674 - - Straight Round - 46.2 
15679 Unilateral 1 II Blunt + 35.1 
15680 II 1 Curved Round - 37.5 
15681 II 2 Straight Round - 40.5 
15682 II - II II - 48.5 
E1846 Bilateral 2 II Pointed + 36.2 
E1847 Unilateral 1 Curved Blunt + 28.7 
E1848 II 2 II Pointed - 28 
E1849 II 1 II II - 21.9 
E1850 II 2 II II - 26 
E1851 II 1 Straight II + 28 
E1852 II 2 Curved Blunt + 33 
P66 II 1 II Pointed + 31.5 
P67 II 1 Straight Blunt + 28.2 
P68 II 2 II II + 28.8 
P69 II 1 II II + 29.5 
P70 Bilateral 2 Curved Pointed - 41.2 
P71 Unilateral - II Round - 41.7 
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Every shovel has a hand grip attached to the front of the blade. Ten of 

the grips are made of antler, five are of musk-ox horn and one consists of 

two bone side posts with a thong stretched between them. The sides of the 

grips pass through holes in the shovel blade and are anchored against the 

back with bone or antler pins. The shovel blades have antler edges which 

are lashed in place with braided sinew. 

Snow shovels of similar type were also used by the Copper Eskimo 

(Stefansson, 1914, 109, Fig. 59; Birket-Smith, 1945, 190, Fig. 153; Jenness, 

1946, 77, Fig. 79) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 548; Mathiassen, 1928, 119, 

Fig. 72b). 

TABLE 38. SNOW SHOVELS 

Cat. No. Grip Length Width 

15893 Horn 107 32 
15894 Antler 90.5 26.2 
15895 " 100.5 27.5 
15896 Horn 90.5 27 
15897 Antler 97 26.6 
15898 " 70 21 
15899 Horn 88 27 
15900 Antler 96 26 
15901 Horn 104.5 26.7 
15902 Antler 95 25 
15903 " 72.5 23.5 
15904 " 75.5 31.5 
E1834 " 92 33 
E1835 " 105 28.2 
P89 Horn 113 33 
P90 Bone 110 27.6 



UTENSILS AND CONTAINERS 

Snow- beaters 

The collection contains seven wooden beaters of the type used to remove 

loose snow from fur clothing (Amundsen, 1908, II, 9). All are made from 

a single piece of wood except E1857. On the latter the proximal part of the 

handle consists of a separate piece, scarfed to the distal part and secured 

with a braided sinew lashing. 

In profile the snow- beaters are widest near the middle, tapering grad-
1 ually toward both ends. In cross-section they are roughly oval. All have 

a unilateral knob at the butt end. 

The lengths of the snow-beaters are 53 em. (15622), 49.7 em. (15623), 

43.3 em, (15624), 38,8 em. (15625), 41 em. (E1857), 45 em. (E1874) and 

44.5 em. (P107). 

Similar snow- beaters, with unilateral knobs at the butt, were used by 

both the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 160) and the Iglulik (Boas, 

1907, 408, Fig. 206 a-b; Mathiassen, 1928, Fig, 100a). However, the Net

silik collection does not include the narrow type of beater which lacked the 

unilateral knob and which was also found among the Copper Eskimo (Birket

Smith, 1945, 160, Fig. 116; Jenness, 1946, 78, Fig. 80) and the Iglulik 

(Mathiassen, 1928, 157, Fig. 100b). 

Water Scraper 

There is one caribou scapula (15635) which, unlike the scapulae used as 

skin scrapers (See Tools, below), has a blunt and irregular working edge. 

This specimen appears to be the type of scraper which was used to remove 

water and urine from the furs on sleeping platforms (Birket-Smith, 1945, 87, 

Fig, 48). Scapulae were used for the same purpose by both the Copper Es

kimo (Birket-Smith, ibid., 192) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 145), 

1. For illustrations of Netsilik snow-beaters see Boas, 1907, 407-8, Figs, 
204c and 206c, and also Birket-Smith, 1945, 44, Fig. 15, 
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Fire Stones 

There are three sets of fire-making equipment, each consisting of a lump 

of pyrite and an iron bolt. Two of the iron bolts are said to have come from 

the wreckage of Franklin's ship, 
1 

while the third (15886) is said to be from 

Ross' "Victory". The bolts range from 22 em. to 24. 5 em. in length and the 

pyrites are from 3. 5 em. to 12 em. Pyrites were also used by the Copper 

Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 64; Birket-Smith, 1945, 192; Jenness, 1946, 55) 

and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 504; Mathiassen, 1928, 158). 

Fire Drills 

Another common fire-making technique involved the use of a hand drill 

(Amundsen, 1908, I, 302). There are three sets of fire drills, each with a 

wooden drill shaft and hearth. One set (15889) has a socket piece made from 

an old arrow straightener and another (15890) has a socket piece cut from a 

pelvis. 

Two of the sets include a small bag of moss which served as tinder. 

One tinder bag (15889) is made of seal bladder and the other (E1904) is of 

seal fur with the hair side out. The drill shafts vary from 15 em. to 19 em. 

and the hearths from 27 em. to 49 em. 

As with pyrites, the fire drill was also used by the Copper Eskimo (Jen

ness, 1946, 55) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 158). 

There are fourteen lamps in the collection, ten of which are made of 

soapstone, 
2 

three of a dark igneous rock which is probably gabbro
3 

and one 

of wood with a sheet metal lining. 
4 

All but three of the lamps (15570, 15573 

and E1832) are large enough to have been used effectively for cooking. The 

three small lamps may have been intended primarily for illumination or used 

1. These bolts belong to two sets which share a common catalogue number 
( 15888). The information regarding their origin is contained in the 
museum catalogue and is attributed to Amundsen. 

2. According to Amundsen (1908, I, 301) the people in the King William 
Island vicinity obtained their soapstone from the Utkuhigjalingmiut. 

3. Cf. Jenness, 1946, 63. 

4. The sheet metal covers the forward compartment only, between the 
partition and the wick edge. 
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as children's toys (See Jenness, 1946, 58). 

In outline most of the lamps are shaped like the lesser segment of a 

circle. 
1 

On several lamps of this type the back part of the arc has been 

slightly flattened. However, on two specimens (15562 and 15564) the back of 

the arc has been so completely flattened that the lamps are shaped like a 

trapezoid with rounded corners. 
2 

One of the small lamps (15573) is shaped 

like an oval. The front edges have a slightly convex curvature on all but the 

two trapezoidal lamps. 

Plate 13. Snow shovel, cooking pot and lamp. Left: snow shovel 
(15894). Top right: cookingpot(15550). Bottom right: 

~---------"lamp (15562). 

1. For a photograph of P87 see Birket-Smith, 1945, 89, Fig. 50a. 

2. For a photograph of 15562 see Plate 13. This specimen is nearly identi
cal with the Copper Eskimo lamp illustrated by Stefansson, 1914, 71, Fig. 
lOa. The other trapezoidal lamp (15564) appears to have once been a normal 
segment-shaped lamp withapartitionridge. Thebackparthasbeenremoved 
so that the former partition is now the back of the lamp. 



- 130 -

In cross-section most of the lamps appear to have flat or nearly flat bot

toms which meet the edge at a relatively abrupt angle. One exception to this 

is a very crudely made gabbro lamp (15569) with a slightly curved bottom. 

The bottom of the well is usually flat in the back part of the lamp and 

slopes up toward the wick edge at a noticeable curve or angle near the front. 

However, on the crude gabbro lamp (15569), the small oval lamp (15573) and 

one of the small segment-shaped lamps (15570) the upward slope begins right 

at the back edge. 

Three of the lamps (15562, 15566 and 15574) have been divided into two 

compartments by means of a raised ridge. On two of these lamps (15562 and 

15574) the floor of the back compartment is considerably higher than that of 

the front compartment. Two of the partition ridges (15566 and 15574) have 

been notched in the middle. 

Table 39. LAMPS 

Cat. No. Material Length Width Height 

15562 Soapstone 98.5 17.5 8 
15563 II 107.5 27 7.5 
15564 II 57.5 17.5 5.5 
15565 II 70 37.5 7 
15566 II 57.5 29 5 
15567 II 36.5 19.5 5.3 
15568 II 32.7 16 8 
15569 Gabbro 42.5 23 8 
15570 Soapstone 15.7 10.5 4 
15573 Gabbro 16.5 9.8 4.9 
15574 Wood 53.3 22 5 
E1832 Gabbro 21 12 5.2 
E1833 Soapstone 44.5 22.7 6.8 
P87 II 54.5 24.5 6.4 

Most of the features which have been noted on the Netsilik lamps have 

also been reported from both the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 69-71, 

Figs. 8b and lOa; Birket-Smith, 1945, 193, Fig. 155; Jenness, 1946, 60-

3, Figs. 51-6) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 548; Mathiassen, 1928, 145-6, 

Figs. 87 and 88). 
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Wick Trimmers 

There are two wick trimmers (15745 and 15746). These are flat in 

cross-section and appear to be unworked chalk concretions. 
1 

Their lengths 

are 14.5 em. and 10. 3 em. respectively. 

The wick trimmers used by the Copper Eskimo were equally crude, 

usually consisting of a small stick of wood, bone or antler, flattened at the 

end (Jenness, 1946, 65). However, Iglulik wick trimmers were carefully 

made artifacts with decorated handles and rounded points (Boas, 1907, 403, 

Fig. 201; Mathiassen, 1928, 148, Fig. 90). 
2 

The latter were usually made 

of soapstone or slate. 

Blubber Pounders 

There are nine pounders of the type which were used to prepare frozen 

blubber before using it for fuel (Amundsen, 1908, II, 8). Four of the blubber 

pounders are made of musk-ox horn, four of wood and one of bone. 

Fig. 28. Blubber pounders 
of wood. 

Fig. 29. Blubber pounder of 
horn. 

1. Suitable concretions for wick trimmers were obtained in the Committee 
Bay area (Rasmussen, 1931, 9). 

2. A similar specimen was obtained from N etsilik immigrants at Chester
field Inlet (Birket-Smith, 1945, 90, Fig. 51a). 
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The pounders of musk-ox horn form a gradual curve throughout their 

entire length and the head portion merges smoothly with the handle (see 

15616, Fig. 29). All have finger notches cut into the concave side at the 

narrow end. 

The other blubber pounders are shaped like mallets with a definite head 

and handle. The bone pounder (15618) and two of the wooden pounders (15620, 

Fig. 28b, and E1856) are cut from a single piece of material. 

The other wooden pounders (15619 and 15621, Fig. 28a) have separate 

handles which are lashed to the heads with leather thong. On the former spec

imen the handle is of antler and has four finger notches near the butt. 

TABLE 40. BLUBBER POUNDERS 

Cat. No. Material Finger Total 
Notches Length 

15616 Horn 4 22.2 
15617 II 3 22.3 
15618 Bone - 18.5 
15619 Wood 4 26.5 
15620 II - 26. 5 
15621 II - 37.0 
El855 Horn 3 21.5 
E1856 Wood - 34.0 
P73 Horn 4 23.0 

The pounders made of musk-ox horn are identical with blubber pounders 

of the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 76, Fig. 22; Birket-Smith, 1945, 

194, Fig. 157; Jenness, 1946, 69, Fig. 63). The mallet-shaped pounders 

appear more similar to those of the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 148, Fig. 89). 

Drying Racks 

There are nine racks of the type which were used to dry wet clothing 

(Amundsen, 1908, II, 9). These racks were placed over the fire on wooden 

supports (ibid., 11). Three wooden supports, each approximately 67 em. 

long, are tied to one of the drying racks ( 15581). 

The racks have rigid frames which are either of wood (5), antler (2) or 

a combination of both (2). The frames are made up of separate pieces, vary

ing in number from two to six. These are joined together with either lashings 

or nails. In addition, five racks are reinforced with thin wooden crossbars 
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which are lashed to the bottom edge of the frame. 

The shape of the rack is closely related to the material which is used in 

the construction of the frame. Those frames which are entirely of antler are 

roughly oval in shape (See 15576, Plate 14). Those which are of both antler 

Plate 14. Drying racks. Top: 15576. Bottom: 15581. 

and wood are shaped like the segment of a circle, with antler forming the 

arc and wood forming a nearly straight sector (see P88 in Birket-Smith, 1945, 

92, Fig. 54). On the frames which are entirely made of wood the sides of 

the arc are so flat that the shape appears almost like a trapezoid with two 

rounded corners (see 15581, Plate 14). 

The racks are laced with a netting of thong or sinew. The netting is 

usually threaded through holes in the frame, although on some of the antler 

sections it is merely wrapped around the outside. The netting is alsowrapped 

around the crossbars of those racks which have them. 
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TABLE 41. DRYING RACKS 

Cat. No. Frame Netting Frame Crossbars Length Width 
Material Pieces 

15575 Antler Thong 3 - 70 50 
15576 II Sinew 3 - 73.5 64 
15577 Wood & antler II 4 - 90 45 
15578 Wood II 3 9 64 45 
15579 II II 5 6 55 32 
15580 II II 2 11 107 65 
15581 II II 4 9 106 66 
E1836 II II 6 7 79 48.5 
P88 Wood & antler Thong 3 - 85 41 

Drying racks of the above types have been used by both the Copper Eski

mo (Stefansson, 1914, 75, Fig. 21; Birket-Smith, 1945, 195, Fig. 158; 

Jenness, 1946, Fig. 62) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 160; Mathiassen, 1928, 

150, Fig. 92). 

Cooking Pots 

There are 17 cooking pots, of which 11 are made of soapstone and six 

of sheet metal. The latter are made entirely of copper except for two speci

mens which consist of both copper and iron. 

Most of the soapstone pots are carved from one solid block, although 

three specimens (15551-3) appear to have been made from separate slabs 

that are joined together with wire. In addition, several pots have been broken 

after completion and have been repaired with either wire or narrow metal 

bands. 

Viewed from the top the soapstone pots are shaped like a rectangle with 

short straight ends and long sides that curve slightly outward. Viewed from 

the side they vary in shape from rectangular to trapezoidal, the latter being 

narrower at the bottom than at the top. Although the bottoms are almost flat, 

some have a slight convex curvature. The ends either have perpendicular 

sides or they converge slightly toward the bottom. 

All of the soapstone pots have holes in the upper corners for the attach

ment of suspension lines. In addition, all have a raised band at each end. 

Among the most prominent of these are the bands on 15550 (Plate 13). Most 

of the raised bands are very faint, projecting less than a centimetre from 
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The sheet metal pots are of the same general shape as those of stone. 

They are made from separate sheets of copper and iron which are joined to

gether with copper rivets. According to the museum catalogue the sheet cop

per in at least one specimen (15558} came from Ross' ship, the "Victory". 

The pots of iron and copper have suspension holes in the upper corners, but 

lack the raised bands which are found on the ends of the stone pots. 

TABLE 42. COOKING POTS 

Cat. No. Material Raised Length Width Height 
Band 

15550 Soapstone + 36.2 22.5 15.5 
15551 II + 41 23.5 15 
15552 II + 38 23 14 
15553 II + 72 23 15.5 
15554 II + 61 18.7 10 
15555 11 + 30.5 17 12.5 
15556 11 + 20.8 10.3 6.2 
15557 II + 31 22 11 
15558 Copper - 59 25 14 
15559 " - 47 19.5 13 
15560 Copper & iron - 41 22 12 
15561 Copper - 21 12 7 
E1829 Soapstone + 48 18 12 
E1830 11 + 19 10.5 7.5 
E1831 Copper & iron - 38.5 20.5 13 
P85 Soapstone + 37 21 15.5 
P86 Copper - 45 21.5 15 

Cooking pots of the same shape as those in the Amundsen collectionhave 

also been used by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 71, Fig. 10; Birket

Smith, 1945, 196, Fig. 159; Jenness, 1945, 66-7, Figs. 58-60} and the 

Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 548; Mathiassen, 1928, 152, Fig. 93). 1 

Ladles 

The collection contains 22 ladles of the type commonly used for soup 

and water. All are carved from the proximal part of a musk-ox horn. 
2 

The 

ladles vary considerably in size, some of the smaller ones having probably 

1. The specimen illustrated by Mathiassen is said to have been originally 
purchased from a Netsilik person (ibid., 151}. 

2. Specimen 15602 is unfinished. 
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been used as children's toys. 

Most of the ladles are roughly trapezoidal in shape, although one of the 

smaller specimens (15601) is shaped more like an oval. The handles are 

short and in most cases turn up at the back in a sharp angle (See 15593, Plate 

15). 

Plate 15. Ladle and dishes. Top left: ladle (15593). Bottom left: 
bowl-shaped dish (15543). Top right: oval dish (15546). 
Bottom right: rectangular dish (15541). 

On four of the ladles the handles are made from a separate piece of ma

terial. The materials which have been used are musk-ox horn (15586), antler 

(15597 and 15599) and thin sheet metal (15598). The antler handles are lashed 

to the bowl and the others are secured with copper rivets. 

Most of the larger ladles have a suspension hole near the butt of the 

handle. Many ladles have been repaired with horn or metal patches secured 

with iron and copper rivets. On one specimen (15600) a small horn patch in 

the lip has been lashed in place with sinew. 

The Netsilik ladles are similar to those of the Copper Eskimo (Stefans

son, 1914, 72-3, Figs. 14 and 17; Birket-Smith, 1945, 197, Fig. 161 a-d; 

Jenness, 1946, 70-3, Figs. 64-6, 69 and 70) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 

550; Mathiassen, 1928, 153, Fig. 95). 



Drinking Tubes 

- 137 -

TABLE 43. LADLES 

Cat. No. Suspension Length1 Width 
Holes 

15584 + 19.5 20.8 
15585 + 25.2 18 
15586 + 23.1 20.6 
15587 + 20 20 
15588 + 21.8 18 
15589 + 24 19.1 
15590 + 19.7 16 
15591 + 19 18.7 
15592 + 22.9 19.5 
15593 + 24.1 22 
15594 - 13.8 12.9 
15595 + 11.2 11. 3 
15596 - 10.8 12.2 
15597 - 12.2 10.5 
15598 - 12 11.8 
15599 - 17.5 14.3 
15600 - 8.2 8.4 
15601 - 9.9 5.7 
15602 - 19 12.3 
E1841 - 11.4 10 
E1842 + 18 15.5 
P59 - 17 15.5 

1. Length given is the total length measured from the lip 
of the bowl to the tip of the handle. 

There are two drinking tubes, which are merely hollow pieces of tubular 

bone. They are roughly oval in cross-section and have a suspension hole for 

a sinew string at one end. They are 14.4 em. (15697) and 13.4 em. (16222) 

in length. Drinking tubes of this simple type have been reported from the 

Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 198, Fig. 163b; Jenness, 1946, 133, 

Fig. 171) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 155, Fig. 99). 

Dishes 

There are ten wooden dishes of the type commonly used to hold meat and 

blubber. They include a variety of shapes which may be described, according 

to the outline of the rim, as rectangular (5), round (3) or oval (2). 

The rectangular dishes are carved from single pieces of wood. They 

have relatively flat bottoms and sides which flare out toward the top. At the 

ends of two rectangular dishes (15542 and 15547) there are bone edgings se-
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cured with pegs to the rims. Another specimen (15541, Plate 15) has a small 

semi -circular patch of musk-ox horn set into the rim at one end. 

The round dishes are shaped like deep bowls and are made from two sep

arate pieces of wood (See 15543, Plate 15). The bottom is carved into the 

shape of a round- bottomed saucer and the rim is bent into a wide hoop, se

cured with two rows of copper rivets. The bottom is glued into the rim and 

in one case (15544) is further secured with a few simple lashings of sinew. 

One specimen (15545) has a pair of braided sinew handles. 

The oval dishes are both different. One (15546, Plate 15) is similar in 

construction to the round dishes, with separate bottom and sides. Narrow 

bone cleats have been secured to both ends of the hoop which forms the sides. 

These cleats are held in place by the copper nails that secure the ends of the 

hoop. 

The other oval dish (15549) 1 is less regular in.outline and, like the rec

tangular dishes, is carved from a single piece of wood. The sides and bottom 

are rounded and at one end there is a short upturned handle of the type usually 

found on soup ladles. At the other end there is a small semi -circular patch 

of antler set into the rim and secured with copper rivets. 

TABLE 44. DISHES · 

Cat. No. Shape Length Width Height 

15540 Rectangular 30.5 9.4 6.5 
15541 II 38.4 13.8 7.5 
15542 II 73 25.6 8.5 
15543 Round 14 14 9.5 
15544 II 18 18 9.5 
15545 II 23.5 23.5 14 
15546 Oval 47.5 28.5 12 
15547 Rectangular 55.2 22.8 11 
15549 Oval 33.8 15.3 10 
E1902 Rectangular 55 23 11.5 

Similar wooden dishes have been reported from both the Copper Eskimo 

(Stefansson, 1914, 77, Fig. 24; Birket-Smith, 1945, 200-1, Figs. 165 and 

167; Jenness, 1946, 73-4, Figs. 71-3) and thelglulik(Mathiassen, 1928, 152, 

Fig. 94). 

1. A similar specimen, from the Copper Eskimo, is illustrated by Stefans
son, 1914, 77, Fig. 24c. 
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Water Buckets 

There are seven water buckets made of depilated sealskin. 
1 

All have 

been constructed from at least two pieces, a round or oval bottom and a side 

piece with one or more vertical seams. All have handles consisting of nar-

k
. 2 

row s m straps. 
TABLE 45. WATER BUCKETS 

Cat. No. Shape of Height Diameter 
Bottom 

15582 Oval 28 25 
15583 !I 26 28 
16108 Round 25 22 
16109 II 25 24 
16110 II 23 15 
E1837 II 28 26 
P58 Oval 24 20 

Water buckets of this type were commonly used by both the Copper Eski

mo (Stefansson, 1914, 72, Fig. llb; Jenness, 1946, 74, Fig. 74) and the 

Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 153). 

There are 12 bags made of various types of skin. These are of several 

different styles and can be roughly categorized according to shape. 

Three of the bag·s are shaped like baskets, with narrow openings at the 

top. All three vary slightly in shape and all are made of different materials. 

The first (15905) is shaped like the frustum of a slightly flattened cone. 

It is made of depilated sealskin, one large oval piece for a bottom and six 

smaller pieces making up the sides. The dimensions of the base are approx

imately 56 em. and 40 em. 

The second (15906) is similar, except that the base is almost square. 

This bag is made from the fur of a young caribou with the hair side out. 

The third bag (15910, Plate 16) is shaped like a flattened sphere. It is 

made of several light-coloured fish skins sewn in vertical strips with the 

scale side out. Between the fish skins there are dark skin inserts. 

Skin bags of similar shape to the above were also common among the 

1. From the position of extra seams some appear to have been formerly 
n,:;pcl as kavak skins (See Amundsen, 1908, I, 332). 
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Plate 16. Skin basket (15910) and drum (16220). 

Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 201, Fig. 168; Jenness, 1946, 58, 

Fig. 49) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 550; Mathiassen, 1928, 157, Fig. 

102). Most of the specimens from these regions seem to be made from 

bird's feet, although caribou fur (Jenness, 1946, 87) and fish skin (Lyon, 

1824, 155) are also mentioned. 

Another type of bag, represented by a single specimen (15907, Fig. 30), 

is made of dehaired caribou skin and is shaped like a pouch. It has a rounded 

bottom and a flap which folds over the opening. Several decorative strips of 

thin dark skin have been sewn to the front and around the edge. The bag has 

a carrying strap of braided sinew and is 22 em. long. It bears a definite re

semblance to a tobacco pouch reported from the Copper Eskimo (Birket

Smith, 1945, 198, Fig. 164). 

There are three relatively large bags of depilated sealskin. They are 

rectangular in shape and are open along the entire top. All have seams down 

the sides and one (16105) has a seam along the bottom as well. One of the 

bags (16106) has lacing holes around the top edge and another (E1838) has a 

carrying strap of seal fur. 

The dimensions of the depilated sealskin bags (width x height) are 50cm. 
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Fig. 30. Skin bag. 

x 65 em. (16105), 75 em. x 48 em. (16106) and 45 em. x 42 em. (E1838). 

Similar specimens were used as clothing bags by the Copper Eskimo (Jen

ness, 1946, 78, Fig. 18a) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 157, Fig. 101). 

There is one bag (16107) made of seal fur with the hair side out. It is 

shaped like a cigar with a longitudinal opening in the wide centre section. A 

strap of braided sinew is attached to both ends of the bag and at one end the 

strap is wound around a rough bone toggle. The bag is approximately one 

metre long. Although it contains a small quantity of blubber this specimen 

bears a fairly close resemblance to a Copper Eskimo clothing bag illustrated 

by Jenness (1946, 78, Fig. 8lb). 

The collection also contains a seal fur (P56) which appears to have been 

intended for some type of bag. At one end it has a bone toggle which is very 

similar to that on the cigar-shaped bag which has just been described. 

Two very small bags, one (15891) of fish skin and one (15892) of thin 

caribou fur with the hair side out, contain moss and small twigs which were 

obviously intended for lamp wicks and tinder. The bags have seams down the 

sides and are 16 em. and 26 em. long respectively. Small tinder bags were 

also used by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 74, Fig. 20; Birket

Smith, 1945, 194, Fig. 156; Jenness, 1946, 56-7, Figs. 47-8). 

The smallest bag in the collection (15751) consists merely of a piece of 

seal bladder, folded up and tied around the top with sinew. The bag contains 

dried blood which was used as glue (Amundsen, 1908, I, 305). It is approxi

mately 4 em. high. 
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Tool Box 

There is a wooden tool box (15548) made of small boards that are held 

together with bone nails. The box is 30.5 em. long, 11.5 em. wide and 5. 7 

em. high. Wooden tool boxes have also been reported from the Copper Eski

mo (Jenness, 1946, 96) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 156). 

Powder Horn 

There is a small powder horn (15991) cut from the distal end of a musk

ox horn. It is made in the same style as European powder horns with a 

wooden disk nailed into the wide end and a round wooden plug in the opening. 

The horn is 14. 7 em. long. 



TOOLS 

Men's Knives 

There are eleven metal-bladed knives of the type commonly employed by men 

for flensing. Although some of the knives with iron blades were also used in 

snow house construction (Amundsen, 1908, II, 4) they differ in form from 

the antler snow knives which have already been described. 

a. b. c. 

J 
·J 
I 

Fig. 31. Men's knives 
(double-edged). 

a. b. 

Fig. 32. Men's knives 
(single- edged). 

Six of the knives have blades of iron and five have blades of copper. All 

of the copper blades are double-edged while all but two of the iron blades are 

single-edged. Two of the iron blades are of obvious European manufacture. 

One (15643, Fig. 32a) is from a table knife and bears the mark "Cambridge 

and Co., England, Sheffield" while the other (15642, Fig. 32b) appears to be 

from a small sword or bayonet. One of the copper blades (15677, Fig. 31c) 

has teeth cut along one edge. 

The blades are attached to the handles by one of three methods. Six 

have tangs which are inserted into sockets in the handle (e. g. 15646, Fig. 

31a), three are inserted into slits and secured with rivets (e.g. 15677, Fig. 

31c) and two are fastened with iron cleats (e. g. 15645, Fig. 31b). 

All of the knives have handles of antler except 15742 (Fig. 33), which 
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has a hardwood handle. Eight of the handles are made from separate pieces, 

usually joined with an oblique scarf and lashing, and three are of one solid 

piece. 

Fig. 33. Small knife with sheath. 

Six of the handles have a definite unilateral projection at the butt and five 

have a relatively symmetrical bilateral projection. The lengths of the knives 

vary from 9 em. to 49. 7cm. The smallest knife (15742) has a sheath of seal 

fur with the hair side out. 

TABLE 46. MEN'S KNIVES 

Cat. Blade Blade type Blade Butt Blade Total 
No. Mat. Attachment Projection Length Length 

15639 Copper Double-edged Socket & tang Unilateral 20.7 42 
15640 II II II II 11 II 17.2 49.7 
15641 II II II Slit & rivets (2) Bilateral 18.8 44.4 
15642 Iron Single-edged Socket & tang II 25.5 48.3 
15643 II II II Tang & lashing Unilateral 13.8 45.3 
15645 II Double-edged Iron cleats II 11 43.6 
15646 II II II Socket & tang II 10.6 41.8 
15677 II II II Slit & rivet 11 16 39.8 
15742 II Single-edged Iron cleats Bilateral 9 19.5 
E1839 Copper Double-edged Slit & rivets (2) 11 16.5 47.7 
E1840 Iron Single- edged Socket & tang 11 20.2 42.4 
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All of the varieties of men's knives can be duplicated with specimens 

that have been obtained from the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 100-1, 

Figs. 47-49; Birket-Smith, 1945, 190, Fig. 153a-b; Jenness, 1946, 97-9, 

Figs. 107-10). Similar knives have also been used as meat and snow knives 

by the lglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 153, Fig. 96). 

Women's Knives 

There are seven women's knives, all of which have iron blades with a 

curved cutting edge and tangs of bone or antler. The blades are secured to 

the wide base of the tangs with iron or copper rivets. The handles, which 

are mortised to the tops of the tangs, are of musk-ox horn, antler or wood. 

TABLE 47. WOMEN'S KNNES 

Cat. No. Blade Tang Handle Length of Blade Total Length 

15626 Iron Antler Wood 9.7 11 
15627 II " Horn 9.7 8.5 
15628 Tin " " 5.6 7.5 
15629 " II (missing) 8.4 9.1 
15630 Iron " Antler 3.9 6.7 
E1845 " " Horn 7.8 11.5 
P62 II Bone Antler 8.7 12 

Similar tanged women's knives were also used by the Copper Eskimo 

(Stefansson, 1914, 99, Fig. 44; Birket-Smith, 1945, 203, Fig. 172; Jen

ness, 1946, 80-2, Figs. 82 and 85) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 554; 

Mathiassen, 1928, 108, Fig. 65-6). 

Whittling Knives 

Four whittling knives have crooked iron blades attached with iron or 

copper rivets to the side of an antler handle. The blades have a curved 

cutting edge and a relatively straight back. Two of the handles (E1854 and 

P64) are curved in a slight arc and two (15648, Fig. 34 and P63) are slightly 

S-shaped. The latter two specimens have been widened and flattened at the 

butt. The total lengths are 39 em. (15648), 29.5 em. (E1854), 36.2 em. 

(P63) and 29 em. (P64). 

Identical knives have been used by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 

104-5, Figs. 50-1; Birket-Smith, 1945, 205, Fig. 173; Jenness, 1946,100, 

Figs. 113-4) and the lglulik (Boas, 1901, 87, Fig. 126). 
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Fig. 34. Whittling knife 

Grooving Knives. 

There are four small knives of the type used for grooving and splitting 

bone or antler. These have single-edged iron end blades and antler handles. 

Two of the blades (15675 and 15676) are triangular in shape, one (15678, Fig. 

35) is very narrow and is set into the handle on a slight angle, and one 

(15686) is shaped like a rectangle but has a sharp beak cut into the distal end 

Fig. 35. Grooving knife 

of the cutting edge. The handles vary in shape, two (15675 and 15676) tapering 

toward the butt and two (15678 and 15686) being completely untapered. The 

lengths are 12.1 em. (15675), 7.4 em. (15676), 15.4 em. (15678) and 12.2 

em. (15686). Similar grooving knives were also used by the Copper Eskimo 

(Stefansson, 1914, 107, Fig. 54; Birket-Smith, 1945, 205, Fig. 174; Jen-
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ness, 1946, 100, Fig. 115) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 104, Fig. 59). 

Bow Drills 

Included in the ten bow drill sets are eight bows of bone (mostly caribou 

rib), one of wood (oak) and one of antler. All are strung with seal thong ex

cept the wooden bow, which has a string of braided sinew. Sometimes the 

thong passes through a hole near the tip of the bow (e. g. 15690, Fig. 36) and 

Fig. 36. Bow drill 

sometimes it is merely wrapped around the end (15685, Fig. 39d). 

Three of the sets contain an extra drill, making a total of thirteen. 

Seven of the drills have shanks of wood, two of antler, one of bone and three 

of both wood and antler. The antler portion of the two-piece shanks consists 

of a small foreshaft which is scarfed and lashed or glued to the woodenportion. 

The drill bits are all of iron and vary in cross-section from round to 

rectangular. On two of the drills (15689 and the 29 em. drill for 15683) the 

bit passes through the base of a brass cartridge casing which has been fitted 

on the end of the shank. The drill sockets are of caribou astragalus in six 

cases and oak in three. 

Similar bow drills were used by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 

109, Fig. 60; Birl~et-Smith, 1945, 207, Fig. 176; Jenness, 1946, 101, Fig. 

116) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 105, Fig. 62). 
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TABLE 48. BOW DRILLS 

Cat. Bow Drill Material Socket Bow Drill Socket 
No. Material Material Length Length Length 

15683 Bone Wood Astragalus 38 29 + 21.2 4.8+4.6 
15684 Wood II - 42.6 27.3 + 29.9 -
15685 Bone Wood & Antler Astragalus 33 27 4.2 
15686 II II II II 29.9 21.5 4.6 
15687 II Antler II 34.2 21. 7 + 26. 2 5 
15688 II Wood Wood 36.5 29.2 4.5 
15689 II II II 33 22.9 4.5 
15690 II Bone II 34.9 21 3 
E1903 Antler Wood & Antler - 33 24.5 -
P65 Bone Wood Astragalus 34.5 20.5 4.5 

Arrow Straighteners 

Four arrow straighteners, all made of antler, are rounded at one end 

and relatively flat at the other. All have a large circular hole through the 

rounded end and all but one have smaller holes in the flat end. There are 

two of these small holes on 15683 and 15693 (Fig. 37a) and one on 15692 (Fig. 

37b). 

a. 

b. 

Fig. 37. Arrow straighteners. 

Two of the straighteners (15693 and E1903) have a definite unilateral ex

tension at the flat end. On three of the straighteners the flat end has been 

hollowed out by cutting a groove in from the base. The lengths are 22. 7 em. 

(15683), 20 em. (15692), 22 em. (15693) and 20.5 em. (E1903). 

Antler straighteners of similar type have been reported from the Copper 

Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 95, Fig. 40; Jenness, 1946, 134. Fig:s. 172-3) 
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and the lglulik (Boas, 1901, 84, Fig. 117). 

Saws 

There are eight saws with antler handles that extend along the back of a 

rectangular blade of thin sheet iron. These are probably imitations from a 

European model and bear a very close resemblance to the saws formerly 

used by naval surgeons. 

TABLE 49. SAWS 

Cat. No. Blade Attachment Handle Description Length 
r----------
15683 Copper rivets Unilateral projection 25 
15684 Iron rivets II II 20.7 
15685 Copper rivets Finger notches 27.4 
15686 Handle slit Plain 22.1 
15691 II II II 24.5 
15741 Iron rivets Unilateral projection 15.4 
E1903 Handle slit Plain 18.5 
P105 Iron + copper rivets II 22.2 

On five of the saws the blade is attached to one side of the handle by 

means of iron or copper rivets. On the remaining three the back of the blade 

is merely jammed into a narrow slit in the antler handle. Three of the handles 

have a unilateral butt projection which points toward the cutting edge (e. g. 

15741, Fig. 38) and one (15685) has three finger notches in the handle. Simi-

Fig. 38. Saw. 

lar saws have been reported from the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 107, 

Fig. 55; Birket-Smith, 1945, 207, Fig. 177). A saw from an Iglulik grave 
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find (Mathiassen, 1928, 230, Fig. 200) does not have a backed blade and is 

closer in style to a carpenter's saw than to that of a surgeon. 

Tool Bags 

There are eight tool bags; four of depilated sealskin, three of depilated 

caribou skin and one of seal fur with the hair side out. Most are roughly 

cylindrical in shape although three (15684, Fig. 39a; 15687, Fig. 39b; 15908) 

are wider at the bottom and one (E1903) comes to a point at the bottom. Some 

are made from a single piece of sl,in with one side seam while others have 

two or three side seams. 

b. 

Fig. 39. Tool bags. 

All but one of the bags are open at the top. The exception (15687, Fig. 

39b) has a vertical slit down the top third of one side. This opening has a 

braided sinew lace, to the end of which is fastened a small (4 em.) bone 

lacing needle. Two of the other bags have sinew drawstrings around the top, 

one of which (15685) passes through a turned hem and one of which (E1903) 

passes through holes in the top border. 

One of the bags (15684, Fig. 39a) is decorated with three narrow inserts, 

two dark and one light. These run down both sides and along the bottom. 

Another bag (15683, Fig. 39c) has 32 fish otoliths sewn in two horizontal 

bands near the border of the opening. 
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TABLE 50. TOOL BAGS 

Cat. No. Material No. of Length 
Seams 

15683 Caribou skin 3 35 
15684 Sealskin 1 36.5 
15685 Caribou skin 2 31 
15686 Sealskin 2 29 
15687 II 2 34 
15908 Seal fur 1 37 
E1903 Sealskin 1 43 
P105 Caribou skin 2 30 

Although the bag of seal fur is empty, the remainder all contain an as

sortment of tools and other small objects. The assortment always includes 

a bow drill set and a saw. In addition, two of the bags (15683 and E1903) con

tain an arrow straightener, one (15684) contains a seal indicator, and one 

(15685) contains a blood bag handle and a grooving knife. These items have 

already been described under the appropriate headings. 

Similar tool bags have also been reported from the Copper Eskimo (Ste

fansson, 1914, 106, Fig. 52; Birket-Smith, 1945, 208, Fig. 178; Jenness, 

1946, 96, Fig. 106). The bag illustrated by Jenness has a small lacing needle 

identical with that found on bag 15687. 

Squeezing Knife 

There is a knife (15659) made from one side of the leg bone of a larger 

animal, possibly a caribou. The condyle forms the butt of the handle and the 

blade is curved both longitudinally and in cross-section. This specimen may 

correspond with the special knife that the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 

209, Fig. 179) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 59, Fig. 32) used to 

squeeze water from the skins of caribou that were killed from kayaks. The 

length is 24. 7 em. 

Scrapers 

There are seven scrapers of the types normally used in preparing skins 

(Amundsen, 1908, I, 325). Five are made of caribou scapula, one of slate 

and one has an iron blade set into an antler handle. 

All of the scrapers have a convex scraping edge and all have a unilateral 
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extension at the butt end. The slate scraper has two finger notches in the 

side of the handle portion. Three of the scapula scrapers (E1853, E1904 and 

P61) have a sharpened scraping edge and two are dull. One (E1904) has been 

used as a drill socket. 

The lengths of the scapula scrapers are 19.3 em. (15633), 21.5 em. 

(15634), 17.5 em. (E1853), 19.5 em. (E1904) and 17.5 em. (P61). Theslate 

scraper (15632) is 15.8 em. and the one with the iron blade and antler handle 

(15631) is 14.5 em. 

All three types of scraper have been reported from the Copper Eskimo 

(Birket-Smith, 1945, 110-1, Figs. 76-7) and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 

110, Fig. 67). 

Needles 

There are eleven sewing needles in the collection, all of which appear 

to be hand -made. One is of copper, one of brass and the remainder are of 

iron. Eight are square or nearly square in cross-section and three are 

round. All have a single drilled eye. 

TABLE 51. NEEDLES 

Cat. No. Material Cross- section Length 

15713 Iron Square 3.9 
11 II II 7.2 
11 II II 5.3 
II II Round 6.2 

15714 Copper Square 6.7 
15715 Brass II 4.8 
15752 Iron II 3.7 
15702 II Round 2.2 
15703 II II 4.4 
P78 II Square 4.8 

II II 11 4.9 

The Copper Eskimo used similar needles, which were also usually square 

in cross-section (Stefansson, 1914, 123, Fig. 81; Birket-Smith, 1945, 211, 

Fig. 181; Jenness, 1946, 93, Fig. 99). Iron needles had almost replaced 

the earlier copper ones at the time of the Canadian Arctic Expedition of 1913 

to 1918 (Jenness, ibid., 92). For the lglulik, Mathiassen (1928, 114) men

tions that steel needles of European manufacture had completely replaced 

the former "bone needles", but makes no reference to handmade iron or 

copper needles. 
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Needle Cases 

There are eight needle cases, all made from a piece of tubular bone. 

In cross-section six are half-round, one is round and one is shaped like a 

crescent. The strip of depilated sealskin which runs through the holder and 

serves as a needle cushion has been replaced with canvas on one case and 

is missing on two others. 

Six of the cases have been ornamented with incised lines. The simplest 

design is the one used on the round case. In consists of 40 straight lines 

which are spaced at equal distances and which run around the entire circum

ference. 

On the half -round cases the decoration is concentrated mainly on the 

rounded surface. One (15698} has a design which consists of five bands, each 

composed of from three to six lines which run the width of the case. Three 

cases have similar cross-bands, but they consist of double lines only and 

are often interspersed with zig- zag lines (15699, Fig. 40a and 15703} or 

,, 
( 

Fig. 40. Needle cases. 

with short lines which are aligned lengthwise (15702}. Another case (15701, 

Fig. 40b.) has a double band at each end, and between these a decoration of 

the Y motif. 

On three of the cases there are a number of attachments on the ends of 

the strip which forms the needle cushion. The attachments on 15699 (Fig. 

40a) consist of a bundle of caribou sinew, a small piece of birch bark, and 

a small scapula, 8 em. long. On 15701 (Fig. 40b} there are two teeth (one 

from a polar bear), a small piece of bone, a piece of birch bark and, at the 

opposite end, a thimble holder. On 15703 there are two small antler fish, six 
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glass beads (four blue, one green and one black), the end of a "Larsen" 

cartridge and a decorated bone spatula which is almost identical with that 

shown in Fig. 41a. At the other end is a thimble holder. 

The two cases which lack the sealskin strip have a short piece of sinew 

fastened through a small hole near one end. On one case (15698) a small 

knife case was attached to the end of this sinew at the time of acquisition and 

on the other (15704) there is a bone spatula. The needle case attachments 

are described below, under their appropriate headings. 

TABLE 52. NEEDLE CASES 

Cat. No. Needle Cushion Cross- sect ion Length 

15698 - Half-round 11 
15699 Sealskin II II 12.5 
15701 II II II 8.9 
15702 II II II 8.7 
15703 Canvas II II 5.7 
15704 - Round 9.9 
E1919 Sealskin Crescent 8.4 
P77 II Half- round 8.5 

Similar needle cases were also used by the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 

1914, 123-4, Figs. 78 and 83 a-b; Birket-Smith, 1945, 211, Fig. 182; Jen

ness, 1946, 90~2, Figs. 93-7) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 548). However, 

none of the Copper Eskimo or NetsiliJ( specimens resemble the Iglulik needle 

case with plugged needle chamber and angular cross-section which is reported 

by Mathiassen (1928, 115, Fig. 70). 

Thimbles 

Two thimbles of depilated sealskin (15700 and P81) resemble a signet 

ring, with a widened portion that is shaped like an oval and a thong that wraps 

around the finger. Another thimble (15705) is made of bone or antler and is 

shaped like the frustum of a cone. It is open at the top and bottom and has a 

pitted surface. Both sealskin and bone thimbles have been reported from the 

Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 211, Fig. 181; Jenness, 1946, 90-2, 

Figs. 93-6). The Iglulik formerly used sealskin thimbles (Parry, 1824, 537 

and 550) but these had gone out of use by the time of the Fifth Thule Expedi

tion (Mathiassen, 1928, 115). 
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Thimble Holders 

There are two toggle-shaped thimble holders, both of which are attached 

to needle cases which have already been described (15701 and 15703). Both 

are 6 em. long and are made of bone or antler. The holder of 15701 (Fig. 

40b) is double-curved and has small rounded extensions on the ends, while 

that of 15703 is almost straight and is pointed on the ends. 

Similar toggle-shaped thimble holders were used by both the Copper 

Eskimo and the Iglulik. Those of the Copper Eskimo were almost always 

double-curved(Stefansson, 1914, 123, Fig. 78; Birket-Smith, 1945, 211, 

Fig. 182; Jenness, 1946, 91-2, Figs. 94-7) while those of the Iglulik were 

both straight (Parry, 1824, 548; Boas, 1907, 455, Fig. 251f) and double

curved (Boas, ibid., Fig. 251e). 

Bone Spatulae 

There are five bone spatula -like implements, widened at the handle and 

flattened oval in cross-section. All have a suspension hole near the butt and 

all but one are decorated with a combination of straight and zig-zag lines 

(Fig. 41). The undecorated specimen (15704) has five rounded notches along 

a. 

b. 'i';;:;;;;;~t;;;·;m- · = ;· ;,· ; E ;;:·;e;;;;:;·:;;;c;w:?Sf*i'b 
Fig. 41. Bone spatulae. 

each side of the handle. One specimen (15703) is attached to the canvas strip 

which runs through one of the needle cases and another (15704) is fastened to 

one of the needle cases with sinew. The lengths are 8. 6 em. (15703), 15.5 

em. (15704), 8.8 em. (15708, Fig. 41a), 12.8 em. (15709, Fig. 41b), and 

9. 8 em. (P84). 
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The shape of the blade portion is almost identical with that of marrow 

spatulae used by both the Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 1945, 211, Fig. 

182; Jenness, 1946, 90-2, Figs. 93-7) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 550). 

The handle portion on one specimen (15704) is almost idenlical with the Iglulik 

example, referred to by Parry (ibid. , 537) as a "narrow spoon". However, 

the handles of the other four differ in shape and decoration from either the 

Copper Eskimo or Iglulik marrow extractors. The fact that two of the 

spatulae are connected with needle cases increases the likelihood that they 

are marrow extractors, since all of the Copper Eskimo specimens are also 

attached to needle cases. 

Scissors 

Four pairs of scissors, made of bone or antler, are obvious imitations 

of European scissors. The cutting edges are made from thin strips of sheet 

iron which are rivetted to the inside of the antler blades. The lengths are 

16. 5 em. (15695), 12.3 em. (15696), 14.3 em. (E1917) and 12.8 em. 

(P82). Nearly identical specimens have been reported from the Copper Eski

mo (Stefansson, 1914, 122, Fig. 77; Birket-Smith, 1945, 212, Fig. 183; 

Jenness, 1946, 95, Fig. 104). 



RECREATION 

Handle for Strength Trial 

There is a handle (16080, Fig. 42) of the type which was commonly used in 

trials of strength. 
1 

It consists of two wooden hand grips and a connecting 

strap of thick seal thong. Mathiassen ( 1928, 221) saw a handle of this type 

Fig. 42. Handles for strength trial. 

at Beach Point near Repulse Bay, but does not specify whether the people 

who were using it were of Netsilik or Iglulik origin. 

Ring and Pin Games 

There are two ring and pin games, one (16190, Fig. 43a) of oak and one 

(16191, Fig. 43b) of bone. Both are roughly shaped like the frustum of a 

cone, with a single hole in the narrow end and several holes in the wide end. 

They are both approximately 9 em. long. The pins are made of bone and are 

suspended from a piece of braided sinew. 

Fig. 43. Ring and pin game. 

1. Cf. Birket-Smith, 1945, 117, Fig. 85. 
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These specimens closely resemble the ring and pin games used by the 

Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 1914, 124, Fig. 82; 
1 

Birket-Smith, 1945, 213, 

Fig. 184; Jenness, 1946, 142, Fig. 183). They differ from those of the 

Iglulik, which have most of the holes in the sides, and which are very often 

carved in the form of a bear
2 

or afish(Hall, 1879, 95; Boas, 1907, 422, 

Fig. 221; Mathiassen, 1928, 220, Fig. 170). 

Nuglugaq 

There is one spindle-shaped piece of antler (16236a, Fig. 44) of the type 

used in the game of nuglugaq. A suspension cord of braided sinew passes 

through a hole in each end. Two additional holes have been drilled through 

Fig. 44. Nuglugaq game. 

the middle of the spindle. They are at right angles to each other and meet in 

the centre. The spindle is 11 em. long. This game was also played by the 

Copper Eskimo (Jenness, 1946, 221)
3 

and the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 221, 

Fig. 171). 

Tobacco Pipes 

There are two complete tobacco pipes (15747-8) and two pipe bowls 

(15749-50). One of the pipe bowls (15747) is made of oak; the remainder are 

of soapstone. The stems are made of two pieces of wood, grooved throughout 

their entire length and bot;nd together with sinew. 

One bowl (15750) forms an obtuse angle with the stem, while the others 

1. According to Jenness (1946, 142, foot-note) the specimen illustrated by 
Stefansson in Fig. 84 is not typical for the Copper Eskimo. 

2. Birket-Smith (1945, 118, Fig. 86b) shows one game of the "bear" type 
which was acquired from Netsilik immigrants at Depot Island. 

3. According to Jenness (ibid.,) this was a recent innovation learned from 
Back River people. 
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are at right angles. Although the stone bowls have a posterior projection for 

the insertion of the stem, none of the pipes have the anterior projection found 

on pipes of the "monitor" style. The "monitor" style seems to have prevailed 

among the Iglulik (Mathiassen, 1928, 207, Fig. 162), while the Copper Eski

mo used simple pipes resembling those of the Netsilik (Birket-Smith, 1945, 

198, Fig. 162a). 

There are four small tops which consist merely of a wooden peg inserted 

into a disk of antler (16187-8), musk-ox horn (16189) or bone (PBO). 
1 

The 

diameters of the disks are 4. 2 em., 4 em., 4. 3 em., and 4. 2 em. respec

tively. Although Mathiassen (1928, 215) mentions that Iglulik children had 

tops he does not describe or illustrate the type. 

Doll 

There is one doll (16209) dressed in caribou fur clothing of the style 

worn by women. It has a caribou fur belt with long fringes and is 25 em. 

high. Dolls of this type have been used by both Copper Eskimo (Birket-Smith, 

1945, 214, Fig. 186; Jenness, 1946, 144, Fig. 186) and the Iglulik (Mathias

sen, 1928, 218, Fig. 168). 

Drums 

There are three drums (16220, 16221 and E1874), each with a wooden 

rim and handle and a head of thin caribou skin. 
2 

The head is secured by 

means of a long piece of braided sinew which is wrapped tightly around the 

outside of the rim. In order to keep the sinew from slipping there is a groove 

which runs around the outside of the rim for its entire circumference. The 

handles of two drums (16220 and E1874) have four finger notches in their 

lower edges. The diameters of the drums are 88 em. (16220), 42 em. (16221) 

and 57 em. (E1874). 

All three drums are complete with drum sticks. One (16220) is wrapped 

in sealskin and thong and has a knob at the butt. Another (16221) is very 

1. For a photograph of P80 see Birket-Smith, 1945, 119, Fig. 87b. 

2. For a photograph of 16220 see Plate 16. 
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slender and has a small strip of tin wrapped around one end. The third 

(E 187 4) was originally a snow-beater. 1 Th~ lengths of the sticks, in the same 

order, are 37 em., 42.9 em. and 45 em. 

Drums of this type were used by both the Copper Eskimo (Stefansson, 

1914, 125, Fig. 85; Birket-Smith, 1945, 215, Fig. 187; Jenness, 1946, 

143, Fig. 185) and the Iglulik (Parry, 1824, 530; Hall, 1879, 97). 

1. For a description see snow-beaters, above. 



MODELS AND AMULETS 

Models 

The collection contains a number of miniature replicas of different items of 

material culture. Although these may have been made for various unspecified 

reasons (e.g. as toys, amulets or trade items) they are discussed together 

here simply as models. 

There are six small bows, three (16193, 16196 and 16199) of wood and 

three (16197, 16198 and 16200) of antler. With each bow there is an assort

ment of from two to six arrows, many without feathers. All of the bows have 

a sinew string and all but one (16198) have a backing of the secondary eastern 

type. The lengths of the bows are 22.4 em. (16193), 63.5 em. (16196), 47.2 

em. (16197), 53.8 em. (16198), 40.4 em. (16199) and 39.6 em. (16200). 

Five miniature caribou lances (16204) have wooden shafts with butt 

notches similar to those on the large ones. Four of the lances have separate 

foreshafts, two of wire and two of antler. The miniature lances vary in 

length from 21. 8 em. to 45. 4 em. 

There are three miniature seal harpoons. Two (16202-3) are made of 

antler and have detachable heads and sinew lines. The third (15735) is made 

of bone and is all in one piece. The harpoon models are 41.2 em., 15 em. 

and 10 em. respectively. 

Two miniature fish leisters (16194) and two fish harpoons (16195) are 

made of the same material and design as the full- sized specimens. One of 

the harpoon heads has four unilateral barbs and the other has two pairs of 

bilateral barbs. The modelleisters are 63 em. and 72.1 em. and the model 

harpoons 39. 4 em. and 49 em. 

A wooden model of a Krag-J¢rgensen rifle (16192) was made by a boy of 

twelve. 
1 

The rifle bolt is carved from a separate piece of wood and there is 

a sling of fish skin. The length of the rifle is 17. 4 em. 

1. This information, obtained from the museum catalogue, is attributed to 
Amundsen. This was the type of rifle used by the Gj¢a Expedition 
(Amundsen, 1908, I, 106). 
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A crude and ineffective cross-bow (16201) can only have been used as a 

toy. It consists of a roughly shaped piece of planed lumber (2. 2 em. x 5. 5 

em.) and a bow made of two caribou ribs. The bow is lashed to the bottom 

edge of the board with a piece of thong. The length of the board is 39. 5 em. ; 

the bow is 32.5 em. 

There are five model kayaks with wooden frames and coverings of seal 

or caribou skin. They are of the same general shape and have the same deck 

attachments as the full-sized kayaks. The lengths are 130.5 em. (16214), 

124 em. (16215), 80.5 em. (16216), 88.4 em. (E1828) and 119.5 em. (P106). 

A very crude model sled (16186) has wooden runners and three antler 

crossbars. The runners have not been tapered like those of the full-sized 

sleds. The length is 26. 5 em. 

There are two very small lamps which have never been used. Both are 

of soapstone and both are shaped like the segment of a circle with a flattened 

arc. One lamp (15571) has a narrow shelf extending from the inside of the 
1 . 

back wall and the other ( 15572) has two sockets m the floor. The latter pro-

bably result from the lamp having been used as a drill mouth-piece. The 

lengths of these two lamps are 15 em. and 9. 3 em. respectively. 

Three miniature soapstone cooking pots are also similar in shape to 

full-sized specimens. One ·(16206) even has the raised bands on the ends. 

The lengths of the pots are 7.1 em. (16206), 5 em. (16207) and 3.1 em. 

(16208). 

There are five small knives, both single and double-edged, and a rep

lica of a European carpenter's saw. Each is carved from one piece of bone. 

Theknivesare20.7cm. (15656), 19cm. (15730), 17.7cm. (15731), 13.9 

em. (15732) and 25.2 em. (15733) and the saw (15734) is 11.5 em. 

Other models include a miniature wooden snow-beater (15736), a snow 

shovel of wood with a tin grip (16185) and a drum with a wooden frame and a 

head of bladder skin (16205). The length of the snow-beater is 8. 7 em. and 

the shovel is 28. 3 em. The drum has a maximum diameter of 11 em. and a 

handle which is 9. 8 em. 

1. This shelf resembles that on a Copper Eskimo specimen illustrated by 
Jenness (1946, 61, Fig. 54). 
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Figurines 

There are four figurines carved from flat pieces of antler. Three of the 

figurines (16210, Fig. 45c; 16211, Fig. 45a; 16212, Fig. 45b) have facial 

features. The lengths are 11.2 em. (16210), 15.2 em. (16211), 8. 6 em. 

(16212) and 7.3 em. (16213). 

a., b. 

Fig. 45. Figurines., 

Flat figurines of antler have also been reported from the Copper Eskimo 

(McGhee, 1968, 128, Fig. 25}. The Iglulik had "wooden dolls" which were 

of approximately the same size, although they were more rounded (Mathias

sen, 1928, 218, Fig. 167}. 

Amulets 

The collection contains 32 amulet bands. 
1 

Some which have been used 

as belts or necklaces have a toggle at one end. All are of seal or caribou 

skin except for one necklace (16161, Fig. 46} of braided sinew. The amulets 

include a wide variety of small bone models, many similar to those which 

have already been described, as well as bones and teeth from several differ

ent animals. 2 

In addition to the amulet bands there are a few amulets which are tied in 

small clusters with sinew thread. One group (16165} consists of two polar 

1. For illustrations of P53 and P54 see Birket-Smith, 1945, 131, Figs. 
97a and 97b. 

2. For a detailed discussion of Netsilik amulets see Rasmussen, 1931, 
267-77. 
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TABLE 53. AMULET BANDS 

Cat. No. Toggle 

16154 

16155 
16156 
16157 
16158 
16159 
16160 
16161 
16162 
16163 
16164 
16166 
16167 
16168 
16169 
16170 
16171 
16172 
16173 
16177 
16178 
16179 
16180 
16181 
16182 
16218 
E1889 
E1890 
E1891 
P52 
P53 
P54 

Wood 
Antler 

II 

Wood 

Horn 

Wood 
Antler 

Bone 

Wood 

Bone 

Attachments 

Snow goggles; prong of fish leister; 
drinking tube; ring; model knives and 
snow- beaters; teeth. 
Antler figurines; model knives; bones 
Animal claws {9) 

II II {20) 
Model knives {35) 
Model knives and harpoon heads 

II 1! 

Polar bear teeth {8); ivory pendant 
II II II (11) 

Mussel shells 
Fish otoliths 
Teeth 

II 

Bones (sharpened) 

11 
; Bird feet (2) 

Palates with front teeth 
Teeth 

Model knives and saws; teeth; bones 
Bones and teeth 
Bones 

Strips of white caribou fur; bones 
II II I! 

Bones {50) 
Model knives 
Fish otoliths {38) 
Bones {62) 

II {15) 

II 

Model knives and weapon heads; snow 
goggles 

Length 

104 

59 
50 

102 
92 
92 

120 
70 
62 
52 
65 
12 

102 
50 

100 
112 

67 
60 
53 
83 
21 

103 
90 
30 
90 
40 
90 
93 
18 

102 
96 

105 
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Fig. 46. Amulet band (necklace). 

bear teeth and a small antler knife. Another (16174) is similar but has only 

one polar bear tooth. A third (16175) has a polar bear tooth and a flat antler 

figurine. A fourth group (16176) consists of three model knives, an antler 

wound needle and an antler arrow foreshaft with an iron blade. 

Amulets of the above types were used by both the Copper Eskimo (Birket

Smith, 1945, 216, Fig. 189; Jenness, 1946, 48, Figs. 38-9) and the Iglulik 

(Mathiassen, 1928, 234, Fig. 202). 



CONCLUSION 

The Amundsen collection has been described in the preceding pages and has 

been used as a basis for comparing Netsilik material culture with that of the 

neighbouring Copper Eskimo and Iglulik. The comparison has been carried 

out not only with respect to the distribution of whole artifact classes, but 

also with respect to the stylistic features shown by artifacts of each parti

cular class. 

It has been seen that the vast majority of the 109 different artifact clas

ses represented in the collection are shared by both the Copper Eskimo and 

the Iglulik. This is not surprising in view of the fact that all three groups 

seem to be the biological and cultural heirs of a common ancestor - the 

bearers of the Thule culture (Meldgaard, 1960, 60; VanStone, 1962, 38; 

Taylor, 1966, 117). 

There are only 17 classes of artifacts which are present in the Amund

sen collection, and which have not been reported from both neighbouring 

groups. These are divided into three groups. The first consists of artifacts 

found among Netsilik only, and includes the following: 

Wading pants 

Arrowhead sheath 

Stiletto 

Breathing-hole screen 

Kayak scraper 

Handle for strength trial. 

The second group consists of artifacts found among both the N etsilik and 

the Copper Eskimo, but not among the Iglulik. It includes the following nine 

classes: 

Feather setter 

Handle for blood bag 

Bone skewer 

Bone pin 
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Breathing-hole scoop 

Seal indicator of down 

Hunting bag 

Tool bag 

Scissors. 

The third group consists of artifact classes that are found among both 

the Netsilik and the Iglulik, but not among the Copper Eskimo. This group 

consists of only the following two: 

Hair sticks 

Water bag. 

Although the above comparison reveals that the N etsilik of King William 

Island shared more artifact classes with the Copper Eskimo than they did 

with the Iglulik, this does not by itself indicate a closer affinity with the 

former. The main weakness with this type of comparison lies in the assump

tion that certain artifact classes are unknown to a group simply because they 

do not appear in the literature or in available museum collections. 

In order to overcome the difficulties involved in using negative evidence, 

the Amundsen collection is also compared with Copper Eskimo and Iglulik 

with regard to stylistic similarities in artifacts possessed by all three groups. 

In the preceding pages there have been a very significant number of Netsilik 

artifacts which appear to be closer in style to those of the Copper Eskimo 

than to those of the Iglulik. This list includes artifacts from the following 

19 classes: 

Men's coats 

Men's stockings 

Women's boots 

Bows 

Arrows 

Marline spikes 

Harpoons 

Harpoon heads 

Fish needles 

Sleds 

Dog harnesses 
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Swivels 

Dog traces 

Kayal{S 

Snowknives 

Wick trimmers 

Saws 

Ring and pin games 

Tobacco pipes. 

None of the artifact classes represented in the Amundsen collection 

show a greater similarity in style to the Iglulik than they do to the Copper E ski

mo. Thus, the Amundsen collection shows closer affinities to the material 

culture of the Copper Eskimo not only with respect to the number of shared 

artifact classes, but also with respect to the stylistic similarities of arti

facts that are found among all three groups. 

The above conclusion is exactly the reverse of that proposed by Birket

Smith (1945) regarding the cultural affinities of the three groups in question. 

Whereas, Birket-Smith suggests closer affinities between the Netsilik and 

Iglulik Eskimo, the material in the Amundsen collection suggests closer af

finities between the Netsilik and Copper Eskimo. 

It seems probable that the discrepancy between the conclusion of this 

monograph and that of Birket-Smith is due mainly to differences between the 

Amundsen collection and the Fifth Thule collection. A considerable number 

of important stylistic differences have been already noted for such items as 

men's coats, arrows and kayaks. In addition, the Amundsen collection con

tains several artifacts which are included in Birket-Smith's (1945, 270} list 

of Copper Eskimo "elements" which have not been described from the Netsi

lik. Included in this list are high women's boots, arrows with two radial 

feathers, cutting boards for arrow feathers, feather setters, ordinary meat 

skewers, skewers for pinning meat and jigs. 

The differences noted in the two collections may be largely a result of 

the fact that all of Amundsen's material comes from the Netsilingmiut and 

Ugjulingmiut subgroups, who lived in closest proximity to the Copper Eski

mo, while a large part of the Fifth Thule collection comes from the Arviling

juarmiut, who lived in closest proximity to the Iglulik. Thus, differences in 

the two collections may simply reflect regional differentiation within tradi

tional Netsilik territory. 
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Another reason for the differences between the Amundsen collection and 

the Fifth Thule collection may result from the fact that a good deal of the 

latter was obtained from Netsilik who had immigrated to the Hudson Bay re

gion. 
1 

The eastward movement of Netsilik, which was largely a result of 

contact with whaling fleets, appears to have commenced before the turn of 

the century (Manning, 1943, 102). Although early observers (Rae, 1850, 

121; Nourse, 1879, 82; Klutschak, 1881, 150) suggest that relations between 

the Netsilik and Iglulik were strained prior to this migration, it appears that 

by the time of the Fifth Thule Expedition former differences had lessened 

and there were several cases of intermarriage between the two groups 

(Mathiassen, 1928, 102). It seems quite reasonable to assume that under 

these conditions the culture of the Netsilik immigrants would be influenced 

by that of the Iglulik. 

The above study has clearly shown that two of the major N etsilik sub

groups show considerably less Iglulik influence than was noted in the Netsilik 

material of the Fifth Thule collection. It would be interesting to know how 

much of the Iglulik influence noted in the latter collection can be attributed 

lo regional differentiation within the Netsilik area and how much to relatively 

recent culture change brought about by immigration to Hudson Bay. A reanal

ysis of the Fifth Thule collection which focusses on differences between the 

material of the "immigrant groups" and the Netsilik who resided in tradition

al N etsilik territory would undoubtedly shed much further light on this prob

lem. However, such a study is beyond the scope of the present work. 

1. The Fifth Thule Expedition encountered many Netsilik Eskimo around 
Repulse Bay, Depot Island and Chesterfield Inlet (Birket-Smith, 1945, 
12). 
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